MEETING

CALENDAR

Monday. February 13: Conservation Committee Meeting,
^130 p.m. in Biology and Natural Resources Room 112B,
USU campus. For more information, call 750-0253.
Thursday. Februarv 16: BAS general monthly meeting,
7:30 p.m. in tlie Logan City meeting room. Program will
feature election of officers and readings by local writers;
see related articles elsewhere in this issue of The Stilt.
PLEASE N O T E : THE GENERAL MEETING FOR THIS
M O N T H HAS BEEN M O V E D FROM THE S E C O N D
THURSDAY TO THE THIRD THURSDAY.
Wednesday. February 2 1 : BAS Planning Committee
Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the Logan Library conference
room, 255 North Main St.

Saturday. February 25: Eagles along the Jordan River
north of Salt Lake City. Numerous bald eagles roost in the
large cottonwoods where the Jordan River empties into
Salt Lake. Urban wildlife biologist Margie Halpin will talk
about exciting plans to turn this bottomland area into an
urban wildlife refuge and center.
We will leave at 1:00 p.m. from the southwest corner of the
Fred Meyer parking lot and return about 6:00 p.m. possibly
stopping at Willard Bay State Park for some birding. Bring
binoculars and spotting scopes. We will participate in the
Second Annual Wildlife Day sponsored by the Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources. Call Al Stokes at 752-2702
for further information.

AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING
The biennial meeting of Utah's four Audubon chapters will
be March 4 and 5 in Salt Lake City.

FIELD TRIP CALENDAR
Saturday. February 4: Birds in winter. Visit first dam and
the sewage lagoons to see waterfowl, and several homes
to see birds coming to feeders. Leave at 1:00 p.m. from
the southwest corner of the Fred Meyer parking lot and
return about 4:00 p.m. Call Al Stokes at 752-2702 if the
weather is doubtful.
aturday. February 18: Identifying trees and shrubs in
inter. Leave at 1:00 p.m. from the university radio tower
just south of Logan Cemetery, returning about 4:00 p.m.
This will be a walk around campus to learn how to identify
trees in winter.

The agenda will include a discussion regarding efforts to
have wetlands around the Great Salt Lake designated part
of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network.
This important designation would draw national and
international attention to the values of these wetlands. We
discussed this approach at our fall meeting, and hope it will
become an inter-chapter cooperative project—an important
step in its own right.
We will also discuss development of wildlife habitat along
the Jordan River. Both the Jordan River and Reserve
Network projects are being spearheaded by Margie Halpin,

HOTLINE

urban wildlife specialist with the Division of Wildlife
Resources. Other issues will also be discussed, and
there will be a field tirp (probably along the Jordan River,
but details remain unplanned.)
The meeting will be held at the Jordan River Park Center
along the Jordan River. There will be overnight bunking
available at the center, but there are no cooking facilities.
Contact me for more details as the meeting date draws
nearer.

Al Stokes had five chuckar partridges fly into a large pine
of his just west of Logan golf course and he has seen
them along the canal by the golf course. The heavy
snow on the normally snow-free ridges above the golf
course may have driven them down.

Audubon council meetings are always enjoyable and
educational. In addition, they are a great way to meet
other Audubon members. Regional vice president Bob
Turner is also planning to attend. I hope you are, too!
— Bruce Pendery

SUNFLOWER

Al has had an adult golden-crowned sparrow at his
feeders since January 5, an exceedingly rare bird for
Cache Valley. There is an equally rare white-throated
sparrow getting bounty from a confidential feeder south
of Logan River. Crows are once again roosting in the
conifers of Logan Cemetery. Kit Flannery spotted two
ospreys in Hyde Park soon after the Christmas Bird
Count—very unexpected for this time of year. A Lewis
woodpecker has been reported along Canyon Road;
look for it perched on the utility poles. Eddy Berry has
regularly been seeing a merlin that visits her feeders.
She lives at 592 South Main in Smithfield just opposite
the Del Monte factory. (Eddy Berry and Stan L a u g h l i r ^ ^
have an article on the merlin's effect on their live^^P
elsewhere in this issue of The Stilt.)

SEEDS

Sunflower seeds are now available at Sunrise Cyclery or
at the home of Elaine Watkins. The price remains $15
per 50-pound bag, plus $1 for the bag.

B A S MEETING TO
NATURE WRITERS

FEATURE

NOTES

The winter started out very slowly, as evidenced by the
far smaller number of birds sighted on the Christmas
Count and the general comments of veteran b i r c j ^
feeders. However, the several snowstorms just b e f o r e ^
and after Christmas brought a lot more birds into the
valley. Siskins, Cassin's finches and goldfinches are all
increasing steadily. There are a few evening grosbeaks
but far fewer than in the past several years.

LOCAL

Four local writers will read from their work for the general
meeting of Bridgerland Audubon Society on February 16
at 7:30 p.m. Participants include essayists Kate Boyes, a
graduate student in American studies at U S U , Julie
Simon, city editor of The Herald Journal, local poet Chip
Rawlins and writer Margaret Pettis.
Everyone is encouraged to come.

Please report your unusual sightings to Scott Cheney
and let him know if you would like to be notified of rare
bird sightings. Call 753-1893.

ELECTIONS TO B E HELD AT
F E B R U A R Y MEETINGS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN
SALT LAKE CITY

Selection of BAS officers for the coming year will take
place during the February general meeting. On the ballot
will be candidate for president, vice president, secretary,
treasurer, and two positions on the board of directors.

Margie Halpin of the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources is
seeking help to staff the two-day wildlife program she is
putting on for schools and the community of Salt Lake
City. These people will visit the Jordan River at the
northern end of Salt Lake City to observe the bald eagles
that roost in the large cottonwoods there. She needs
people who will be on hand to talk about eagle ecology
and behavior and to help people look at eagles through
the spotting scopes that she will have on hand. The
dates are Saturday and Sunday, February 25 and 26.
Volunteers may get in touch with Al Stokes at 752-2702.
He will be back in town after February 7.

An excellent slate of prospective officers will be
presented, making for a difficult choice between qualified
and dynamic individuals. Please make it a point to attend
this month's meeting, enjoy the presentation by local
nature writers, and help us select those who will steer
BAS into the 1990's.
— Jon Wraith
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NEW HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
CHAIRS
•

K e s t r e l and l\/lerlln C o m p e t e
The arrival of the merlin has caused quite a change in the
pattern of feeding. Since a kestrel had been staking out
our feeders for two years running, the finches and
sparrows had become quite used to abandoning the
feeders for short periods until the kestrel would get
bored and leave.

Mae and Merv Coover are the new Hospitality Committee
Chairs for the Bridgerland Audubon Society, jointly filling
a slot that has been empty for some time. Welcome
aboard!
— Al Stokes

Now, however, we'll not see any birds at the feeders for
hours on end, since the kestrel will not leave; he keeps
trying to protect his territory from the interloper merlin.
We have even seen the kestrel diving and flaring at the
merlin. Both birds like to watch the feeders from the
Norway fir across the street, though the merlin generally
sits low in the tree, while the kestrel takes the topmost
branches.

MERLINS ARRIVE, WREAK MARITAL
HAVOC
[Editor's note: Edna Berry and Stan Laughlin are regular
participants on Audubon field trips—and, in fact, met on a
birding class taught by Jan Young. They describe their
visits by the merlin as "a gift," and I'm grateful for their
decision to share it with readers of The Stilt. —TJG]

Divorce Narrowly Averted
Further, the preference of both kestrel and merlin for the
south feeders has meant the sparrows and finches have
been putting heavy pressure on our northern feeders
which are more protected by bushes and trees.

Stanley Blinks
I was in the living room, watching the birds from the
windows and simultaneously watching our six-month-old
daughter. There was a flock of house sparrows and
assorted finches noisily availing themselves of the
feeders on the south side of the house. The birds were
chatting a lot to one another, as was the little girl to her
father.

This is where the marital discord comes in. Eddy wants to
concentrate bird seed at the northern feeders ("feeding
the birds," she calls it); Stan prefers to close down the
northern feeders completely and concentrate on the
southern feeders ("feeding the merlin," he calls it).

I blinked and the birds quit chattering. All 1 could hear was
^ f e | h e sound of wings as the flock left. As I was blinking and
^ ^ h e birds quit talking, the merlin took a finch.

On the afternoon of January 15, the merlin intervened in
llie divorce proceedings. Eddy was changing the baby,
wtiose bedroom window overlooks the northern, more
protected feeders. There was the merlin in the snow. He
hopped onto the neighbor boy's abandoned, snowcovered bicycle and from there into a thicket. The bush
hid the merlin so well that neither of us could see him.

Rather than simply land, it pivoted and sat down facing
our house, as if it knew the most immediate danger was in
that direction. My wife was napping in the next room. I
wanted to yell at her to come see, but was afraid the
yelling would scare the falcon. At my insistent whisper,
she came to the window and we watched in silence.

We have agreed to feed at both feeders and let nature
take its course. We no longer refer to the feeders as
such, however. We now just call the bird seed "merlin
bait."
— Eddy Berry Laughlin

The bird sat in the snow, shifting slightly to improve its
grasp on the unfortunate finch. With crisp, clean moves,
it looked first left, then right. As suddenly as it had come,
the merlin sprang into the air, wheeled, and flew away
from us to a large fir across the street. Under its steady,
powerful w i n g b e a t s , the merlin clutched the small
feathered bundle in its talons.

SEVENTEEN
We rushed out to see what type of impression the merlin
left under the tree. In the white powdered snow we
discovered an indiscrete depression, identifiable only by
three small drops of blood.

•

SYLLABLES

The smoky night air
thin fog shining with moonlight
hand shadows on snow

Later in the day, after I was certain the merlin had finished
feeding, I went across the street and inspected the snow
under the fir. Delicate grey and red feathers littered the
area downwind of the tree. The same wind that was
cattering the feathers was also covering the blood with
now. By nightfall there were no traces of the kill.

— Pat Gordon

— Stan Laughlin
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A HINT ON CACHE VALLEY BIRDING

ICE KILL

Beginning birders can have difficulty trying to identify the
200-plus birds that can be seen in Cache County from
the 700-plus birds identified in the various guidebooks^k
To make the job easier, I adopted the f o l l o w i n g '
procedure.

Grasses blow their hushed whispers.
Melting snow drips, punctuates
this soothing: a warming trend.
North, the ice occasionally talks,
a seam-crack thrown hill to hill.
South the lake moves and shines, free.

Using the 1980 checklist to Birds of Cache County
published by Cache Valley Audubon, I took my favorite
bird guide and, using a yellow marker, I highlighted the
name of every bird in the guidebook that was listed in the
Cache Valley checklist. I also wrote the frequency of
appearance shown by the ckecklist above the bird name
in the guidebook.

A dog's shrill yelp
breaks the silence of ice.
He screams from frozen waters.
He crawls up; the ice cracks.
He creeps up, it shatters.
Ten deer have died this way.

For example, on page 440 of my Field Guide to the Birds
of North America, the names Cassin's Finch and House
Finch are marked yellow and coded UURU and UUUU
respectively. I have pretty quickly decided the bird at my
feeder will take some pretty close observation before I
can call it a purple finch, which is not listed in the Cache
guide. On page 434 where American goldfinch is
marked in yellow, I can be 99.99% certain I am not looking
at a lesser goldfinch, which, according to the range
distribution map might appear here, but which according
to the Cache County Checklist, has never been seen in
this valley.

Bob would have taken a boat out
if he'd known the screams
would last an hour.
My Lab, Taj, laps at the blue edge.
She loves this lake. I watch
until she trots back to me.
Sometimes the animals make it across.
We never know for sure
if the ice is too thin.

After a year of active birding, I started getting c o n f u s e d ^
about what birds I had and had not seen. 1 solved t h a f l
problem by writing my life list number of each bird in my
guidebook. If the name of the bird has a number by it, I
have seen it.

— Joan Juskie-Nellis

FINAL HARVEST
To help my feeble memory even further, I also put the
date and location of my first sighting and sometimes who I
was birding with. That has made my bird guide a journal
of fun memories. On page 436, I am reminded of June
22, 1987, when Ron and Larry Ryel helped me find a
pine grosbeak on the forest road near Bear Lake Summit;
November 12,1986 life bird #150, the Harris sparrow and
it's funny k n o b b e d black head in Alice Stewart's
backyard; June 8, 1988, is recorded on page 334 when
Keith Archibald used a tape to pull a gray catbird out of
the bushes at Guinevah; and most recently I recorded on
page 404 a golden crowned sparrow as Cache Valley
Bird 189, automatically I wrote in the margin, "Al & Alice
Stokes, feeder." These birding experiences I don't
forget; I'm reminded every time I open a page in my
guide, and I have a warm feeling for all the friends in my
bird book—feathered and unfealhered.

I pick chard and zucchini before the moon
rises in frost. Not much left
as we've eaten it all summer.
Final green tomatoes I will coax
sunshine to ripen in my window.
The earth I kneel on dampens my knees
as twilight shadows and the moon,
nearly full, rises over the house
across the street. It's colder
and becomes too dark
to clearly see plant leaves.
I sit longer this last dark time.
— Joan Juskie-Nellis

— Bob Atwood
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WATER CONSERVANCY ALERT

RIVERSIDE NATURE TRAIL GUIDE
G O E S TO P R E S S

The Utah State government is preparing to do battle to
get the Bear River fully dammed. Current statements by
the Governer and state senate committee members
Suggest that they think prosperity will follow the dams.
New industry will be attracted to Utah if water is for sale.

The trail guide for the Riverside Nature Trail is ready for
printing. It includes a map, a lot of illustrations, and
excellent descriptions of features along the trail. The trail
is also ready. The Logan Ranger District has installed the
numbered posts and has done an excellent job of
rerouting the trail after high water washed part of the trail
away.

(

The legislature has appropriated money to the Division of
Water Resources for years to do "engineering studies" of
potential dam sites. The scheme they have devised will
export water to the Wasatch Front. Some fraction of the
plan is to take care of future needs of Cache Valley. All
this has a price tag of $388 million before water
treatment.

Many people contributed to the trail guide. This was a
group effort and their help has been greatly appreciated.
Thanks to: Bruce Pendery, Cynthia Kerbs, Dale Kerbs,
Larry Ryel, Ron Ryel, Nancy Warner, Jill Smith, Alice
Lindahl, Allen Stokes, Richard Campenella, Diane
Browning, and Steve Flint.

The Bureau of Reclamation has been studying the Bear
River for 30 years and has come to the conclusion ttiat
there are no more economically feasible sites left for
water development on the Bear. That's where the
formation of a Water Conservancy District (WCD) comes
in. A W C D can convert an economically unfeasible
project into a financially feasible one by levying taxes on
all property owners. Bonding agencies will look favorably
on loaning money if the deep pockets of taxpayers can
be tapped.

Special thanks to Susan Douglas for the illustrations,
layout, and putting it all together.
Thanks to the Logan Ranger District for rerouting the trail,
keeping the trail in good shape, and installing the
numbered posts.
Thanks to Campbell Scientific, Inc., Pepperidge Farms,
Inc., and the Northern Chapter of Pheasants Forever for
their cash contributions to pay for the printing costs.

The Conservation committee of BAS is convinced that
ttie wetlands and riparian habitats along the Bear, Little
Bear, and K^ill Creek are in jeopardy under the present
|Dlan. Our study of the taxing implications show that
Iremendous amounts of money will be wasted in building
these water projects. Other potential tax recipients that
could put that money to better use (schools, libraries,
incentives for new business, conservation projects,
public land enhancement, parks, etc.) will be seriously
underfunded as a result.

— Mike Jablonski & Cindy Johnson

REPORT ON PLANNING MEETING
In Attendance: Cynthia Kerbs, Al Stokes, Jon Wraith,
Ron Ryel, Larry Ryel, Karen Matsumoto-Grah, Marjorie
Lewis.
1) Nominations for officers: Search committee chair
John Wraith presented names of prospective officer
candidates for President, Vice President and Secretary.
A final list of candidates will be completed soon for
election at the February 16 monthly meeting. The need
to fill the publicity and hospitality chairs was discussed
and Cynthia Kerbs agreed to try to fil these positions.

Thus, the state thinks that building this massive project
will create jobs and properity for us. They don't seem to
u n d e r s t a n d that t h e d e g r a d i n g of our natural
surroundings and the tax burden that will result will
actually threaten our way of life in Cache Valley.
You can help by joining PWWP, People for Wise Water
Planning, a group that is trying to cut through all the
rhetoric to show people how a W C D and the dams will
actually affect Cache Valley. Their address is P.O. Box
3955, Logan, UT 84321. Let them know if you would be
willing to sign a petition to prevent the formation of the
Water Conservancy District in the county.
'

2) Riverside Nature Guide: This guide booklet is nearly
ready for printing. Jon Wraith agreed to investigate
printing options and proceed with printing after checking
with Betty Boeker about available monies. Al Stokes and
Karen Matsumoto-Grah will investigate other funding
possibilities.

— Alice Lindahl

3) Christmas Activities: BAS donated $25 to the
Newman's Center for providing the facilities for our
Christmas potluck. Marjorie Lewis offered to write an
article for The Stilt about the BAS activities in the Holly
Faire.

/
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4) Monthly Meetings: Febnjary meeting will be Febaiary
16 instead of normal date the week before. Dianne
Browning has agreed to help find speakers until June of
this year.

instruct appointees to meet with Blueprint staff in
advance of Senate confirmation hearings to review the
portions of the Blueprint document relating to their areas
of responsibility. We will see what happens."
^

5) Stilt Mailing: Cynthia Kerbs will investigate the cost of
having the SWf distributed by our present printers.

The environomental community's recommendations to
President Bush is available in book form. The 300-page
paperback contains about 300 policy recommendations
from the Blueprint Report, covering the whole spectrum
of enrironmental issues. You can purchase a copy for
$13.95 from bookstores or directly from the publisher:
Howe Brothers, PO Box 6394, Salt Lake City, UT 84105.
The price includes shipping and handling on prepaid
orders; call the publisher toll-free at 1-800-426-5387 for
information on quantity discounts. The entire Blueprint
Report is also available on computer disk from Hughes
Productions, PO Box 3 1 , Silver City, NV 89428. Various
Macintosh and IBM formats are available; full set price is
$99.95, including shipping/handling.

6) Audubon Banquet: The banquet chair will be found
by Bruce Pendery. Val Grant and John Sigler are the
c h a i r m a n a n d a s s i s t a n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , for t h e
Conservation Award search committee.
Dianne
Browning has a line on a speaker for the banquet. It was
s u g g e s t e d that existence of the A n n u a l A u d u b o n
Banquet be reviewed after this year's banquet as it has
recently been subject to low participation and high
expense to BAS.
7) Conservation Committee Report (provided by Cynthia
Kerbs): A decision was made not to sign a letter by the
Sierra Club stating opinions about management of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. It was suggested that
BAS sumbit its own letter supporting the position of the
National Audubon Society. It was agreed to donate $150
to the Utah Wildemess Association for their programs.

— Adapted from Peter Berle's letter to
Chapter Presidents/TJG

EDITOR'S

FAREWELL

This is the last edition of The SWf for which I will serve as
editor. Now that I've got your attention, I want you all to
know how very much I appreciate the oportunity to have
worked with you. Not only have 1 been privileged to
share in your vision of what the world should be,
sharing your vision has helped me to increase my o w ^ ^
awareness of the responsibility we all have to preserving
and improving the w o r l d . Your commitments have
become my commitments; your concerns, my concerns;
your joys, my joys. Thank you all for that.

8) Education Committee Report (provided by Karen
Matsumoto-Grah): Karen has officially agreed to be the
education committee chair. She plans to organize a
meeting of interested parties soon and will coordinate
with the outgoing chair Sally Jackson. Karen will place
the Project Wild schedule into The Stilt. BAS will help
support the Native G a r d e n Project at Edith Bowen
School.

— Ron Ryel
Thank you also for your invaluable contributions to The
Stilt.
It goes without saying that those contributions
have made my job easier. But it shouldn't go without
saying, so it won't: Al, Ron, Cynthia, Bruce, Dianne, Jon,
Margaret, Alice, Scott, Bob, Keith . . . the list goes on and
on. Thank you for your consistent contributions and
support. And thank you, Diane Colston, for converting a
scarcely intelligible mess of typos and scrawled notes
into a clean, crisp newsletter.

BLUEPRINT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
AVAILABLE
Over the past year, 18 environmental organizations have
been collaborating o n a d o c u m e n t making r e c o m mendations to the new administration. On November 30,
the document, "A Blueprint For The Environment," was
released at a public press conference in Washington,
D.C. That same morning, NAS president Peter A. A.
Berle was one of five environmental leaders who had a
45-minute breakfast meeting with President-elect Bush
and three of his aides, to present the recommendations
to him.

Now, onward: the new editor for The Stilt is none other
than my loquacious and erudite wife, Patricia. That's
nice, because it means that submissions can go to the
same addres they've been going to: either our home at
718 North 200 East, Logan, or to my University address,
UMC 4140. Pat's worked as an editor (both nominally
and de facto) for several years and spells better by far
than eye dew. I know she can look forward to the same
outstanding support I've had for the last two years, and I
know you can look forward to a high-quality n e w s l e f t e ^ ^
But even before that, you can look forward to a note
your new e d i t o r . . .
— TJG

"We were encouraged by the meeting," reported Berle.
"The President-elect listened attentively to what we had
to say, indicated that he w a n t e d to do the right thing
environmentally, assured us that there would be no
repetition of the kinds of executive appointments made
to environmental posts in 1980. He said he would

fro^p
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H o w ' s Your Conservation?
Okay. To start with, I am not either, except about the
speling.

of two hours reading each issue of Aubudon. We take,
on average, eight vacations each year. Why do we
belong to Audubon? for these reasons:

^ ^ I ' m just sitting here wondering what's going on in this area
^ ^ a b o u t conservation—on a personal level, I mean. I
remember way back in the 70s there w a s a lot of
information on ways to recycle and conserve resources,
but w h e n it all became c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e , the
information seemed to dry up. What are people doing
these days? I'd like to hear from our readers about
anything they do, big or small, as active conservationists.
Write to the above addresses, or call 752-6561—always
before 10:00 p.m., please.

To
To
To
To
To
To

further my knowledge of the natural world:
support a wildlife organization:
receive/^L/dubon magazine:
further my interest in birds:
become active in environmental affairs:
participate in local chapter activities:

80%
76%
71%
61%
21 %
18%

— Adapted from Peter Berle's letter to
Chapter Presidents/TJG

— Pat

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS
About 40 participants enjoyed this year's Christmas bird
count. The weather was excellent—except for those few
who suffered frostbitten extremities because they were
out at 5.00 a.m. in search of owls. However, the weather
in November and December seemed to thin out the
wintering birds. Early snow and a heavy-duty windstorm
probably contributed to the low numbers: we counted
approximately 12,500 birds this year, compared to
20,000 in 1987.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Margaret & Del Dyreson, Logan
Margaret G. Maughan, Wellsville
Nancy Mesner, Logan
Douglas E.Thompson, Logan
Kirk Williams, Smithfield

THANKS, RENEWING MEMBERS!

k

We counted a total of 88 species—ten fewer than last
year, but higher than we expected, considering the
weather before the count. Many species were in very low
numbers; fifteen species, in fact, were represented by
only a single bird. Waterfowl and raptors were down; red
tailed hawks (22) and rough-legged hawk (16) were at
5 0 % of last year's level. Interestingly, both golden
eagles (4) and bald eagles (12) were at about average
levels. Feeder birds, particularly Cassin's finch, pine
siskin and evening grosbeaks were way down, as were
both Brewer's and red winged blackbirds.

Mr. Windsor Copley, Mountain View, WY
Mrs. Bernard Hayes, Logan
Arttiur H. Holmgren, Logan
Robert B. Jackson, Logan
Mr. Buzz Kerbs, Providence
Gayle Knapp, Logan
Evelyn Hodges Lewis, Wellsville
Richard Mueller, Logan
June V. Neville, Alexandria, VA
Fay R. Oliverson, Preston, ID
Jack Payne, Corpus Christi, TX
Penny S. Parnell Stone, Logan
Kim Sullivan, Logan
Wynlee Tallmadge, Logan
Victoria Weber, Georgetown, ID
Mr. David S. Winn, Logan
Mr. James L. Woodson, Logan

But there were surprises. Those frozen, early-morning
owlers spotted pygmy, saw-whet, western screech and
great horned owls.
Other interesting birds included our resident American
white pelican, apparently injured and unable to fly. It
spent the last year-and-a-half near the old fish hatchery
on Valley View Highway. Observers spotted one hooded
merganser and one cinnamon teal; a canyon wren and a
winter w r e n w e r e unusual sightings, as were a
loggerhead shrike and a yellow-headed blackbird. The
most unusual bird of the day was a green-tailed towhee
seen at a feeder—the first sighting of this species during
the Christmas count. A complete tally of the day's
sightings is included on a separate sheet in this issue of
The Stilt.

WHO IS NATIONAL AUDUBON?
As part of NAS's magazine advertising sales effort, they
have conducted a survey that provides an overall
demographic profile of NAS members. Here's a brief
summary of the findings.
NAS membership is 5 5 % female, 4 5 % male, with a
median age of 52 years, an average household income
of $63,000 and a m e d i a n h o u s e h o l d income of
^ M 5 , 0 0 0 . Forty-three percent of us have done post^ f r a d u a t e study, one in nine of us has an investment
portfolio worth over $500,000, and we spend an average

After a long day, we had a relaxing potluck dinner at Scott
and Mary Cheney's home—tasty food and interesting
birding stories extended a most enjoyable day. Join us
next year.
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— Keith Archibald

R E S U L T S OF CHRISTMAS B I R D COUNT
BRIDGERLAND AUDUBON S O C I E T Y
DECEMBER, 1 9 8 8

American w h i t e p e l i c a n
Great blue heron
Canada goose
Wood d u c k
Green-winged
teal
Mallard
Northern p i n t a i l
Cinnamon t e a l
Northern shoveler
Gadwall
American
widgeon
Redhead
R i n g - n e c k e d duck
Lesser scaup
Common g o l d e n e y e
Barrow's goldeneye
Dufflehead
Hooded m e r g a n s e r
Common m e r g a n s e r
Ruddy d u c k
Bald eagle
Northern h a r r l e r
S h a r p - s h i n i i e d hawk
C o o p e r ' s hawk
R e d - t a i l e d hawk
R o u g h - l e g g e d hawk
Golden e a g l e
American k e s t r e l
Merlin
Prairie falcon
Chuckar
Ring-necked pheasant
Sharp-tailed grouse
Virginia rail
American coot
Killdeer
Common s n i p e
Rock dove
Mourning dove
Western s c r e e c h owl
Great horned owl
N o r t h e r n pygmy o w l
Short-eared owl
N o r t h e r n saw-whet o w l
Belted kingfisher

Downy w o o d p e c k e r
16
H a i r y woodpiecker
3
N o r t h e r n <r. s h f t ) f l i c k e r
52
Horned l a r k
13
Stellar's jay
4
Clark's nutcracker
1
B l a c k - b i l l e d magpie
659
American crow
15
Common r a v e n
2
Black-capped chickadee
182
Mountain c h i c k a d e e
22
Red-breasted nuthatch
3
Brown c r e e p e r
9
Canyon wren
1
W i n t e r wren
1
Marsh wren
2
American dipper
7
Golden-crowned k i n g l e t
13
Ruby-crowned k i n g l e t
7
Townsends' s o l i t a i i e
34
American r o b i n
78
Water p i p i t
1
Cedar waxwing
4
Northern s h r i k e
9
• Loggerhead s h r i k e
1
Eurasian starling
6088
R u f o u s - s i d e d towhee
14
American t r e e sparrow
42
Song s p a r r o w
61
White-crowned sparrow
141
Dk-eyed < s l . c o l . ) j u n c o
1
D a r k - e y e d <Oregon) j u n c o
365
Red-winged b l a c k b i r d
778
Western meadowlark
45
Yellow-headed blackbird
1
Brewer's blackbird
141
Gray-crowned rocy f i n c h
350
Cassin's finch
5
House f i n c h
249
Pine s i s k i n
28
American g o l d f i n c h
164
Evening grosbeak
5
House s p a r r o w
1345
G r e e n - t a i l e d towhee
1

1
5
76
8
17
699
5
1
2
69
64
2
75
3
43
8
1
1

16
2
12
2
5
2
22
16
4
45
2
5
3
70
1

1
4

e
26
377
1
2
18
2
1
2
7
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News ffom NAS

A Time for Change

A

by Peter A.A. Berle, President
National Audubon Society

A

Convention Tlieme Touches
Nationwide Concerns

s plans for Audubon's 1989 National Convention in
Tucson, Arizona, take shape, it is becoming increasingly clear that the issues central to the convention are of
concern to Auduboners everywhere.
" O u r Southwest: Challenged by G r o w t h " is the official theme of the convention, which w i l l take place from
September 12-16, 1989. Hardly a chapter in any state of
the Union has not been faced w i t h the problem of growth
in one form or anotlier, however. A n d , the convention
organizers point out, the issues particular to the Southwest
are also naUonwide challenges: water supplies, clean air,
protecting and maintaining natural ecosystems, public
lands, and wildlife management, to name a few.
To educate Audutwn members on these issues, an
expert convention planning team is assembling a rich
program that w i l l include general sessions, in-depth workshops, natural history trips, and informal events. Southwestern arts and crafts, exhibits, and displays w i l l also be
featured. And special sessions w i l l be devoted to Audubon's
national high-priority campaigns—the Qcan A i r Act, Platte
River, Arctic National W i l d l i f e Refuge, Wetlands, and
Ancient Forests.
For further information, contact the Convention Office, National Audubon Society, 4150 Darley, Suite 5,
Boulder, Colo. 80303. Stay tuned to this newsletter and the
for regular updates.

new era may have begun for those of us concerned
about wildlife and the environment. On November
30th, the executive directors o f four other conservation
groups and I met w i t h President-elect George Bush. Since
the door to the White House was firmly closed to environmentalists during the Reagan era, this meeting was seen as
a tumat»out rich in potential for positive change.
During his campaign, George Bush promised to give
his attention to a number o f environmental problems that
face the nation and the world. A t our meeting, the new
President reconfirmed his commitment to environmental
protection. Most important, he promised to take seriously
the many recommendations the conservation community
made in "Project Blueprint." These suggestions on a wide
variety of environmental challenges were compiled for the
new administration by an unprecedented coalition of 18
major conservation groups.
We are cautiously optimistic that George Bush w i l l
distance himself from the failed environmental policies of
the Reagan Administration and chart a new course.
The Audubon Activist Network, led by our Capitol
H i l l office, includes Society staff, chapter leaders, and
dedicated grassroots conservationists in every comer o f
the country. During the last congressional session, you and
your nationwide team helped rewrite the Clean Water A c t ,
reauthorize the Endangered Species Act, pass new pesticide legislation, stall o i l development in the Arctic National W i l d l i f e Refuge, save wildernesses and wetlands,
and perform coundess other miracles large and small. Our
expert lobbyists emphasize that they can not get far without
your support, and your support so far has been terrific.

Audubon Activist

Audubon Activist

The
and your chapter newsletter
w i l l keep you abreast of important w i l d l i f e issues as the
101st Congress gets rolling.

• •••
Audubon has a long history o f excellence in biological research. Under the leadership of Dr. J.P. Myers, senior
vice-president for science and sanctuaries, that tradition
has continued. The Society's first major research project
was an investigation o f the roseate spoonbill in the 1940s,
when the species was recovering from near extinction.
W i t h its numbers once again d w i n d l i n g , Audubon scientists are revisiting the species.
Our L i l l i a n Annette Rowe Sanctuary, which guards
precious habitat along Nebraska's Platte River, has been
^enlarged. The Audubon flag now flies on both sides o f the
'river at the sanctuary, protecting a critical migration slopover for thousands of sandhill cranes.
0

NAS Activism

African Elepliants Fail to Poaciiers'Guns
by Dorene Boize, Environmental Policy Analyst
from Audubon Activist, Nov.-Dec. 1988

AUDUBON ACTIVIST
THE ENVIRONMENTAL NEWSJOURNAL OF
THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Subscribe Today!
O n e y e a r (6 issues) only $9

W

e may soon see the last herds of w i l d elephants in
Africa. Since 1979, the population of African elephants on the entire continent has plummeted from 1.3
m i l l i o n to around 700,000, largely because o f poaching for
ivory. Many experts believe that i f ivory poaching is not
stopped, viable populations o f the African elephant w i l l be
gone by the end of the century.
Despite international regulations on the export o f
ivory, most o f the ivory on the world market is illegal.
Americans are major customers; in 1986 alone, the United
States imported more than 5 million pieces o f finished
ivory, accounting for a third of the world trade. Nearly
35,000 elephants were slaughtered for these trinkets. Both
the African elephant and its smaller Asian relative are protected by laws in many countries and by an international
treaty to control wildlife trade known as CITES, signed by
more than 100 countries. The African elephant is considered threatened, and its ivory must be traded according to
a quota system instituted in January 1986. Although it is
too early to judge the quota system, it is obvious lliat illegal
trade is still flourishing.

Name

.

Address
City
State
•

Zip

My check for S9 Is enclosed. (Make check
payable to National Audubon Society,
950 Third Ave., Now York. N.Y. 10022.)
"There Is simply no substitute for the
Audubon Activist v^hen it comes to good,
hard reporting on wildlife issues.
The Activist Network is speaking out and
winning environmental txittles. I urge all
Audubon members to subscrit^el"
-Peter A.A. Berle, President

A

In an attempt to curb the widespread smuggling, the
U.S. Congress passed the African Elephant Conservation
Act last September. It sets up a fund for elephant conservation and bans the importing of ivory into the United
States from countries that d o not adhere to the CITES quota
system.
Countries that produce ivory must reduce poaching,
but it is equally important for countries that import ivory to
enforce their trade laws. A major reason for the tremendous quantity o f illegal ivory coming into the United States
is lax enforcement o f the quota system by the U.S. Fish and
W i l d l i f e Service. The new legislation w i l l have little effect
i f the Fish and W i l d l i f e Service does not improve its
efforts.
The United States must make the elimination of the
illegal ivory trade a top priority.
D o n ' t be an unwitting participant in the illegal wildlife
trade. A brochure is available from Audubon on items to
avoid. Make w i l d l i f e trade a topic for a chapter meeting.
Write to your representative and senators thanking them
for passing the African Elephant Conservation Act. and
ask them to help monitor the progress o f the Fish and
W i l d l i f e Service in enforcing this new law. A copy of the
act, brochures, and information on the ivory trade are
available from Fran Spivy-Weber, in Audubon's Washington, D . C , office (202-547-9009).

Clean Air Key Issue in '89

cfivists are suiting up for one o f the big batUes o f tlie
coming year: getting a new and better Clean A i r Act
passed by the 101st Congress. In a seemingly endless
effort, environmentalists have been working to amend the
b i l l w i t h provisions for controlling acid rain, airborne
emissions o f toxic chemicals, and urban smog.
The "tough birds"—Audubon activists—fought hard
in 1988 and made significant gains, particularly in the
House. More than 218 representafives—the magic majority o f House members—signed the Vento-Green letter
urging the House to move ahead on clean air legislation.
Although House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman John Dingell, from the auto-producing state of M i c h i gan, had refused to let a strong b i l l out of committee, it
looked as i f a compromise was still possible in late 1988.
But the final agreement was too weak to protect the environment and public health, and environmentalists were
unable to support it.
The work of Audubon acdvists in pushing forward this
critical legislation cannot be underestimated, according to
Audubon's grassroots coordinator Connie Mahan, and it
w i l l be even more so in the new term. She says, "We're
very close to getting a clean air b i l l . I f our clean air "tough
birds" can stick with it and not lose heart, I believe we can^
w i n this issue in 1989."
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Wildlife Poaching Subject
Of Spring TV Special

W

he next Auduhwn Television Special goes t>ehind the
X
scenes to look at the men and women who enforce the
nation's hunting laws. "Poaching and Trafficking in W i l d l i f e " takes viewers to the Great Smoky Mountains, where
undercover Fish and Wildlife Service agents halt illegal
hunting of black bear, which were being sold as food,
jewelry, and other products for substantial profit. In Utah,
game wardens making spot checks find that one out of
every four hunters violates federal laws. And waterfowl
hunters are filmed slaughtering hundreds of geese, in some
cases many times the allowable bag limits.
Other segments focus on the problem of hunting in
national parks and the role of illegal hunting, collecting,
and trading in jeopardizing endangered species. "Poaching
and 1 Trafficking in W i l d l i f e , " narrated by Richard Chamberlain, airs on SupcrStation T B S on Friday, March 3 at
10:50 p.m. (Eastern); Saturday, March 18 at 8:05 a.m.
(Eastern); Tuesday, March 21 at 9:50 p.m. (Pacific); and
Sunday, March 26 at 10:00 p.m. (Eastern). The show w i l l
premier on Public Television Stations during Summer
1989. D o n ' t miss this important special.

Audubon Television Specials
Now Showing in Your Home

hen can you catch a glimpse of six Califomia
condors soaring together in the w i l d without ever
leaving the comfort of your favorite easy chair? Anytime.
Audubon's television specials, which have garnered
more than forty prestigious awards, can now be part of your
home video library w i t h National Audubon Video, a collectionof Audubon television programs released by Vestron
Video. Vestron's first releases w i l l include "Condor,"
narrated by RobertRedford,"The Mysterious Black-Footed
Ferret," narrated by Lorelta Swit, and " O n tlie Edge of
Extinction: Panthers and Cheetahs," also narrated by Lorelta
Swit. Other Audubon titles w i l l be available soon.
" W h i l e visually excifing wildlife footage is a main
element in every film, the videos are not only nature
shows," says Christopher Palmer, executive producer of
Audubon television. "Each video probes the complexity
of environmental problems and explores solutions."
Vestron also distributes videos o f the popular National
Geographic and Nova specials.
The Audubon videos carry a suggested retail price of
$29.98 and are available at most video outlets.

NAS Conferences

A

Attention, Cranewatchers!

udubon's annual River Conference celebrates the
arrival of the sandhill cranes on Nebraska's Platte
River during their northward migration. This year's conference, held as usual in Kearney, Nebraska, w i l l run from
March 16-20. As always, the highlight o f the conference
w i l l be dawn and sunset trips to the river for spectacular
cranewatching. For information, contact Audubon's West
Central regional office, 2Q0 South W i n d Place, Manhattan,
Kan. 66502; (913) 537-4385.
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NAS Opportunities

Summer Employment Opportunities

Internsliips Open tlie Doors of Power |

N

C

ollege seniors, recent graduates, or graduate students interested in the inner workings of the federal
government are invited to apply for an internship in National Audubon's Capitol H i l l office. Interns in Audulx)n's
Washington office are a part of the professional staff,
learning and assisting in the fields of water issues, pollution, public lands, agriculture, pesticides, wildlife, population, and international issues. Each intern is assigned to a
staff member in one o f these fields and helps in substantive
policy work, including lobbying, research, collecting
materials, attending hearings, and helping to prepare testimony for Congress and administrative agencies.
Internships are from three to six months. The Audutwn
Society w i l l cooperate with colleges and universities offering credit for intern programs and special projects. The
intern is responsible for making the necessary arrangements to receive credit. Applicants mu.st demonstrate
maturity , initiative, and good writing ability. Knowledge
o f government workings is helpful.
I f you are interested, submit a resume, a writing
sample, and a letter stating your special interests and when
you w i l l be available. Materials for Summer 1989 internships must be received no later than the first of A p r i l . W r i l e ^ ^
to: T r a c y B a l c h , National A u d u b o n Society, 801
sylvania A v e . , S.E., S u i t e 3 0 1 , Washington,"D.C. 20003.

ational Audubon Society announces the following
exciting positions for chapter members and others:
Qualified individuals with teaching
experience in a wide range of natural science subjects and
ecological disciplines can become a part of the prestigious
staff at one of Audubon's camps andworicshops. The programs run for eight weeks from late June to late August at
our sites in Connecticut, Maine, and W y o m i n g . The
positions include a starting salary o f $ 1,300 plus room and
board.
College-age students interested in
a summer filled with teaming opportunities, hard work,
and comraderie in beautiful surroundings should consider
j o i n i n g the staff at the Camp in Maine or die Audubon
Ecology Workshop in Connecticut. Students assist in the
kitchen or w i t h maintenance. I n return they are provided
w i t h an opportunity to participate in the programs throughout the summer, room and board, and a salary of from $600
to $1,170, depending on the position and camp season.
Interested persons should send their resumes to P h i l i p
Schaeffer, Executive D i r e c t o r , N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t a l
E d u c a t i o n Center, N a t i o n a l A u d u b o n Society, 613
Riversville R o a d , G r e e n w i c h , C o n n . 06831.
Those selected for consideration w i l l receive a detailed j o b description and application f o m i .

Instructors:

Student Assistants:

Penn-^P

Africa and Arizona Highlight Expanded Audubon Camp Program
Two new entries promise to enliven the already exciting 1989 Audubon Camp season—the Audubon Ecology Workshop In Arizona and the exclusive
International Ecology Workshop In Kenya.
The Arizona workshop, scheduled for September
4-12,1989, Is to be based at Cave Creek Canyon, In the
spectacular
Chlrlcahua Mountains of southeast Arizona, featuring some of the richest and most diverse
habitats In the United States.
The Audubon staff will present a wide range of
subjects using the Chlrlcahuas as an outdoor ecology
lab. Partlclpan ts will be able to stay on and enjoy the
National Audubon Society's
Biennial Convention In
Tucson Immediately following the workshop.
The tuition for this Arizona adventure Is $895 per
person. Including meals, lodging, and all Instruction.

This workshop will focus on the ecology of East
Africa, as we visit key habitats such as Lake Nakuru,
the Samburu Game Refuge, and the fabled Maasal
Mara on the Serengetl Plain. Senior game wardens will
explain their management programs In these critical
wildlife areas. Representatives
of leading African and
International conservation organizations will meet with
us to discuss their role In dealing with the Interaction
of people, land, and wildlife—global Issues that are
dramatically portrayed In this emerging nation.
The workshop will be led by local guides and five
experienced Audubon camp staff. The price for this exclusive workshop is $3,795 and Includes
round-trip
airfare (subject to change) from New York City to
Nairobi.
Register early for these programs as space Is
limited. Reservation forms and additional Information
can be obtained by writing to Lisa Stroben, Registrar,
Audubon Camps and Workshops, National Audubor^^^
Society, 613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, Conn.
06831^F

• •••

The second In Audutxjn's series of International
Workshops will be held In the East African nation of
Kenya, August 14-27, 1989.
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NAS Science
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Cowbirds Invade Sunshine State

By Drs. Thomas Bancroft and Wayne Hoffman
Audubon Research Biologists

C

owbirds, already sporting a bad reputation, are invading Florida, and scientists are concerned about
the impacts of these aliens on long-dme resident songbirds.
Brown-headed cowbirds
were first
found breeding in the panhandle o f Florida in 1956. Since
then tliey have spread through tlie panhandle and across
north Florida. In 1985, a fledgling cowbird was first found
in Pinellas County, halfway down tlie peninsula. We now
regularly see brown-headed cowbirds in south Florida
during tlie summer, although no confirmed breeding has
been recorded south of Sarasota County.
Shiny cowbirds
were first
recorded in Florida in 1985, when a male was found in the
Florida Keys. Over the past 80 years, this species has
expanded its range from South America by island hopping
through the Caribbean. Although breeding has not been
confirmed in Florida, shiny cowbirds have been seen in
Florida during every spring and summer since 1985. We
suspect they have laid eggs there.
Both species are brood parasites. They lay their eggs
in ilie nests of other species, and the unwilling ho.sts raise
the cowbirds' young. Often, when a cowbird lays her egg
she w i l l remove an egg o f the host. Generally the cowbird
egg hatches w i t h or before the host's eggs and the young
cowbird often grows faster than the host's young. Consequently the host raises fewer young o f its o w n . Cowbird
parasitism has been implicated in the decline o f several
threatened or endangered species. Kirtland's warbler, the
black-capped vireo, andthe least Bell's vireo have been
hurt by brown-headed cowbird parasitism. Yellow-shouldered blackbirds in Puerto Rico have suffered from shiny
cowbird parasiti-sm.
Species w i t h small, isolated populations are especially
vulnerable to the recent expansion o f the cowbirds' range.
In Rorida, that includes the Caribbean races of the yellow
warbler and black-whiskered vireo, and the Florida races
of the grasshopper sparrow and prairie warbler. Populations o f all these species are believed to be in jeopardy.
Already, Rich Paul, manager o f Audubon's Tampa Bay
Sanctuary, reports that populations o f black-whiskered
vireos have decreased there, and this coincides with the
expansion o f brown-headed cowbirds into Uiese areas.

(Molothrus ater)

(Molothrus bonariensis)

•

American Birds Gives Readers a Voice

A

American Birds,

unique new column in
the birding
journal o f tJie National Audut>on Society, is written
by and for " A B " readers. "Retorts, Reflections, and
TliouglitfulRefutations" invites birders and the magazine's
faithful to respond in f u l l to challenges posed by Audubon's
senior vice-president for science and sanctuaries—and
esteemed ornithologist—Dr. J.P. Myers.
Myers fires the opening salvo in the Fall 1988 issue, in
a column entiUed "Facts, Inferences, and Shameless Speculations." He boldly contends that birders are in a perfect
position to beon the front line o f conservation activism—
but perhaps don't try hard enough. He suggests new ways
in which amateur birdwatchers can add to our knowledge
o f both birds and the environment.
So sharpen your pens, birders and activists alike!
I f you are not already an " A B " reader, a subscription
to this top-notch journal is $27.50, including the classic
annual Christmas Bird Count issue. Sample copies and
order forms are available from
950 Third
Ave., New Y o r k , N.Y. 10022.

American Birds,
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The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of
each month, October through May, in the Council Room of the
new Logan City Building, 255 N. Main. I^eetings start at 7:30
,m.
The B A S Planning Committee meets every third
dnesday, October through May, in the Logan Library at 7:00
'm. Everyone is welcome to attend.
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Karen Matsumoto-Grah
Al Stokes, 752-2702
Al Stokes, 752-2702
Pat Gordon, 752-6561
Mike Jablonski, 752-0536
John Wise, 245-6695
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Scott Cheney, 753-1893
Steve Cannon, 752-1209
Larry Ryel, 753-8479
Jon Wraith, 393-7427
John Barnes, 563-3910
Dianne Browning, 752-5946
Ron Ryel, 753-6077
John Sigler, 753-5879
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Chapter Membership
National
AudubonApplication
Society

Yes, I'd like to join,
Plea.se enroll me a,s a member of the National Audubon
Society and of my local chapter. Plea.se .send AUDUBON
magazine and my membership card to the address below.
•NAMEMy check for $20 is enclosed.
ADDRE.SS
.ZIH,

Please make all checks payable to the National Audubon Society.
1^
Send this appUcation and your check to:
National Audubon Society

-tJ^^m.

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a
subscription to The Stilt, as well a s the Audubon
magazine.
The editor of The Stilt invites submissions of any kind, due on
the 15lh of each month. Send to 718 N. 200 E . , Logan, UT
84321.
PRINTED ON R E C Y C L E D PAPER.
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