
Eleventh Rocky Mountain Regional Conference at Snowbird 
w / en hardy Br idger iand de legates m a d e the pi lgr image 

> Snowb i rd at the beg inn ing of Augus t to focus o n 
some of A u d u b o n ' s h igh priori ty issues. It w a s also a 
t ime to renew f r iendships, mal<e new ones and do a little 
birding o n the s ide. Presenta t ions and w o r k s h o p s were 
given o n a var ie ty of t imely topics. Wet lands , Chapter 
Rejuvenat ion a n d Combat t i ng the Wise Use M o v e m e n t 
were a few of t he p rog rams. Roundtab le d iscuss ions 
and state counc i l meet ings prov ided plenty of 
democrat ic interact ion for ai l . Specia l guest speakers 
were T h e Honorab le W a y n e O w e n s and Nat ional 
A u d u b o n Soc ie ty pres ident , Peter Ber le. 

The specia l f ocus of th is con ference w a s the upcoming 
creat ion of an off icial A u d u b o n sanctuary o n the south 
shore of the Grea t Salt Lake. Speakers d iscussed the 
biology and eco logy of the lake. Seventy- f ive percent of 
all we t lands in Utah are o n the Great Salt Lake. A 
private donat ion of 100 acres has b lossomed into a 
1200 acre m a n a g e m e n t oppor tuni ty . Potential ly $1 
mil l ion c a n be a l located to the protect ion if the A u d u b o n 
proposal for C U P mit igat ion is accep ted . Wate r can be 
diverted f r o m a cana l to seasona l ly f lood the o ld alkali 
f lats and mimic natural f luctuat ions. 

•as a lso pr iv i leged to a t tend the first Second Century 
^ et ing, a select g roup of leaders represent ing all a reas 

our reg ion. S o m e va luab le l iaisons were c reated 
between ne ighbor ing chapte rs . A coal i t ion has been 
fo rmed to w o r k o n the Bear River w i th Idaho and 

W y o m i n g chapters . Commi t tees were fo rmed to 
develop a new chapter Out reach Chair posi t ion and a 
Regional Issues Coordinator . 

All in al l , it w a s a f un , refreshing a n d re juvenat ing get 
together. T o o bad w e have to wai t two years for the 
next one. It will be held in Boise, Idaho. A Natranal 
Audubon conference wil l take p lace next year in sou th 
Flor ida. Get ready to p u m p up your life list. 
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Ca lendar 
F r i d a y - S a t u r d a y , S e p t e m b e r 24 -25 . T h e Utah 
A u d u b o n State Counc i l Fall Retreat. A pot luck supper 
wil l be held at t he W e b e r County Env i ronmenta l Center 
in the moun ta ins outs ide of L iberty at 6 :00 Fr iday night. 
A n even ing s p e a k e r o n U.S. Forest Serv ice pol icy issues 
wil l address the g roup . Beds are avai lable in a donni tory 
set t ing at the s i te. Br ing a s leep ing bag . W a s a t c h 
A u d u b o n wil l se rve a ful l pancake breakfast Saturday 
morn ing fo l l owed by a f ield tr ip. Event will ad journ early 
e v e n i n g . 

W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 15 . P A S Planning l^ggtino 7 
p .m. at T o m a n d Pat Gordon ' s h o m e , 7 1 8 N. 2 0 0 E., 
L o g a n . 

Fall Field Trips 
S a t u r d a y , S e p t e m b e r 1 1 . Spawn ing of Kokanee 
S a l m o n A b o v e Porcup ine Reservoi r . Each fall kokanee 
s w i m up the Litt le Bear River f rom Porcupine Reservoi r 
to s p a w n . S tand at the e d g e of the s t ream and wa tch 
k o k a n e e de fend ing ter r i tohes a n d excavat ing nests . 
A f tenvards visit a pack rat d e n a n d look for raccoon and 
o ther an imal t racks in the f resh m u d a longside the 
reservoir . Leave at 4 p .m. f rom Fred r/leyer's park ing lot 
a n d return by 8 p .m. Br ing supper . 

S a t u r d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 5 . Annua l Hawk W a t c h o n the 
Wel lsv i l le Moun ta ins . T h e fal l migrat ion of hawks and 
eag les wil l be at their peak on this w e e k e n d . T w o t ra ined 
obse rve rs w o r k i n g for H a w k W a t c h Internat ional wil l be at 
t he lookout to help in ident i f icat ion of raptors a n d tell of 
t he w o r k of H a w k W a t c h a n d its f ind ings to date o n the 
Wel lsv i l les. Mee t at 8 a . m . at the southwest corner of 
Fred Meyer ' s park ing lot a n d dr ive ac ross the val ley to 
M e n d o n t ra i lhead. Th is is a 3 ,000 foot c l imb on a good 
trai l to the ridge. Th is t a k e s abou t th ree hours. O n a 
g o o d day one c a n s e e 100 raptors, but the v iew atop the 
ridge is wor th the tr ip by itself. Br ing a w indbreaker and 
lunch . In case of c loudy w e a t h e r the tr ip wil l be held the 
fo l lowing day. Re tu rn at your conven ience . Cal l 7 5 2 -
2 7 0 2 if in doub t abou t the weather . 

F r i d a y - S u n d a y , O c t o l s e r 1-3. Annua l Elk Bugl ing Trip 
to Grand T e t o n Park. C a m p in G r a n d Te ton Nat ional 
Park. O b s e r v e elk, m o o s e , p ronghorn and m a n y other 
k inds of wi ldl i fe. Sa tu rday even ing l isten to the stately 
bul l elk as they bug le to ga ther their ha rems and repel 
rivals. Enjoy g o o d fe l lowship a round the campf i re and 
s e e the park w i th f ew o thers a round . A v a n will leave at 
1:30 p.m. Fr iday. C h a r g e wil l be $7 per pe rson . There 
wil l be a $3 fee fo r c a m p i n g . Br ing your o w n food and 
c a m p i n g gear. B e p repared for morn ing tempera tu res 

in the 20s , w a r m i n g to the 60s in the a f t e m o o n . For 
reservat ions cal l 752 -2702 . 

L O O K F O R A D D I T I O N A L T R I P S IN T H E O C T O B E R ^ 
STILT. ^ 

Those who wish to participate in Audubon 
field trips should come dressed for the 
weather. 

Antelope Island Field Trip 
May 1993 
About 5 0 persons headed out in a s to rm to visit Antelope 
Island for the w e e k e n d . T h e ent icement for many of us 
w a s that the island w a s not yet open to the public and 
w e wou ld have the is land a lmost to ourse lves. W e 
s logged a long in the m u d to c a m p at the Ranch House 
o n the southwest shore of the is land. T h e sun came out 
late in the a f t e m o o n a n d w e fanned out to look for birds, 
b ison and ante lope. M a y 8 is Nat ional Migratory Bird 
Day and w e saw plenty of forest species wh ich were 
using the t iny patch of t rees in front of the Ranch House 
as a s topover o n thei r tr ip north. 

A b o v e the level of the ranch house there w e r e large 
numbers of nest ing long-bi l led cur iews. Most of us saw d 
more cur iews than w e had ever seen in our l ives. The ' 
most c o m m o n bird of the upland w a s the W e s t e m 
meadowlar i^. 

T h e marshy a rea just south of the Ranch H o u s e had a 
large, enter ta in ing co lony of ye l low-headed blackbirds. 
T h e soras in the m a r s h cal led unti l af ter s u n d o w n when 
the chant w a s p icked up by the Virg in ia rails. 

Eared grebe 
Whi te pel ican 
Nor thern harr ier 
Red-ta i led hawk 
Osprey 
Cooper 's hawk 
Amer i can kestrel 
Meri in 
Peregr ine fa lcon 
C i n n a m o n teal 
Gadwal l 
Amer ican w idgeon 
Redhead 
Mal lard 
Nor thern shove ler 
C a n a d a goose 
Chukar 
Virginia rail 
Ki l ldeer 
Wil let 
Greater ye l lowlegs 
Amer i can avocet 

M o u m i n g dove 
Brewer 's span-ow 
Savannah sparrow 
Chipp ing span-ow 
S o n g sparrow 
Go lden-c rowned kinglet 
B a m swal low 
Cliff swal low 
Bank swal low 
Tree swal low 
Vio let -green swal low 
Rough-w inged swallow 
Horned lark 
W e s t e m kingbird 
Eastern kingbird 
W e s t e m f lycatcher 
Ye l low warb ler 
MacGi l i ivray 's warbler 
W e s t e m tananger i 
Start ing ' 
W e s t e r n meadowlark 
Red-w inged blackbird 
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Black-necked stilt 
Long-bi l led cur lew 
Wi lson 's pha la rope 
Cal i fornia gull 
Grea t -ho rned owl 
Bur rowing ow l 
Loggerhead shr ike 
C o m m o n poonwill 
Broad- ta i led h u m m i n g b i r d 
Win ter w r e n 
Rock w r e n 

Ye l l ow-headed blackbird 
Brewer 's b lackbi rd 
B r o w n - h e a d e d cowbi rd 
A m e r i c a n c row 
Amer i can robin 
Hermi t th rush 
H o u s e f inch 
Green- ta i led towhee 
Dark -eyed junco 
Lewis ' w o o d p e c k e r 

— Alice Lindahl 

Incoming President 
Hi , I'm D a w n Holzer , y o u r new B A S president . You r 
board of t rus tees e lec ted m e to of f ice in M a r c h . I a m 
very honored a n d exc i ted to serve A u d u b o n in this 
capaci ty . I'm relat ively n e w to A u d u b o n ( three years) , I 
j u m p e d right in a s v ice pres ident for the last two years . 
Now I'm serv ing as Pres ident . 

Most of the t ime I w o r k fo r the U S D A a s a Plant 
Protect ion a n d Quaran t ine off icer control l ing insects like 
gypsy m o t h , g rasshoppers a n d M o r m o n cr ickets. Bio-
control p rog rams are m y newes t a rea of responsibi l i ty. 
W e are re leasing benef ic ia l insects to c o m b a t agricultural 
pests and d iscourage t h e use of chemica l pest ic ides. 
Unfor tunate ly , I s p e n d about a third of t he year travel l ing 
a w a y f rom C a c h e Val ley. But , B A S w a s wi l l ing to take 
m e e v e n if it 's on ly part t ime ! 

B A S has b e c o m e a b ig part of m y life s ince I m o v e d 
here. I w e l c o m e the c h a n c e to b e c o m e e v e n more 
involved in th is great c o m m u n i t y of in formed and act ive 
people. T h i s is an exc i t ing t ime to b e a n env i ronmen
talist. It still a m a z e s me to hear our top government 
off icials talk abou t "de fense convers ion , " "ecosys tem 
preservat ion" a n d "biodiversi ty." Ou r issues have m o v e d 
to the forefront of nat ional conce rn ! However , there are 
still m a n y cha l lenges a n d bat t les to be fought , especial ly 
at the local level . I fee l that th is is where B A S c a n be 
most ef fect ive a n d have the b iggest impact . 

A u d u b o n wil l con t inue to be involved in current activi t ies, 
o ld a n d new. W e t l a n d s preservat ion in genera l , and the 
Bear River speci f ical ly , are emerg ing as key issues. T h e 
Sandhi l l C rane hunt has b e e n re-inst i tuted in Rich 
county . Utah n e e d s to be educa ted about the intrinsic 
va lue of c ranes . Pro jec ted populat ion growth of 30 
percent by the y e a r 2 0 1 0 a n d deve lopment pressures 
need to b e a d d r e s s e d . B A S ' ef for ts o n behalf of Logan 
Canyon have b e e n tu rned over to Ci t izen's for the 
Protect ion of L o g a n C a n y o n in ant ic ipat ion of legal 
act ion. 

Meanwh i le , s o m e a m a z i n g new people and projects are 

becoming a part of Br idger iand A u d u b o n . T h e Young 

Natural ists g roup , led by S teve Arch iba ld and Kayo 

Rober tson, is a great examp le of env i ronmenta l 
educat ion at its f inest. T h e s e k ids are ga in ing a real 
unders tanding of eco logy a n d ac t iv ism. T h e y are smar t 
a n d they are our fu ture. C h e c k t h e m out if y o u c a n . 

C o m m o n Ground , led by Kate S tephens , is a n ou tdoor 
recreat ional p rogram that integrates people w i th a n d 
wi thout disabi l i t ies. Increase your diversi ty by jo in ing 
s o m e of our adven tu res . Keep a n e y e out for her 
meet ings a n d an u p c o m i n g fundraiser . 

A who le slate of enthusiast ic new people wi l l be serv ing 
as off icers and cha i rpersons. D o n Mc lvor , a recent 
recipient of a g raduate degree a n d a f ine wr i ter , wil l act 
as our new vice president . Kr is ten LaVine a n d Ja ren 
Bari<er, both advanced undergraduates , a re secre tary 
and consen/a t ion chai r respect ively. 

My Refuge 
W h e n I l ived in Logan d o w n by Wi l low Pari< in the trai ler 
court , there w a s a p lace beh ind m y house that w a s 
covered wi th high grass and wi ld f lowers. W h e n m y 
m o m w a s angry wi th m e or w h e n I w a n t e d to be a lone I 
wou ld run to the f ield w h e r e the t rees w e r e a n d run up 
the hill. It had t rees a n d high grass on it so I cou ld h ide 
f rom anyone that c a m e by. I w a s little t hen a n d s o m e 
t imes I wou ld play Robin H o o d . I wou ld make a b o w out 
of a stick a n d shoot at b i rds or t rees . 

But one t ime w h e n I w a s there up o n m y hill I s a w s o m e 
th ing mov ing into the bushes . A baby cougar c a m e out . 
W h e n he saw m e he ran. But I wou ld leave food for h im. 
Once I s a w h im catch a rabbit . 

But now I can' t go there a n y m o r e because its a golf 
course. I w o n d e r w h a t e v e r happened to that baby 
cougar . 

Fran Lazenby 

8th Grader at South Cache Middle School 

Membership Dues 
Restructured 
Y o u m a y have not iced a c h a n g e in m e m b e r s h i p fees . 
Nat ional A u d u b o n has m a d e an effort to s impl i fy the 
rates. A u d u b o n has d iscont inued of fer ing s tudent , 
senior c i t izen, and fami ly m e m b e r s h i p rates. Nat ional 
A u d u b o n now has three rate ca tegor ies : 

Introductory rate $23 .00 
Basic rate $35 .00 
Non-subscr ib ing m e m b e r s h i p $20 .00 

(membersh ip wi thout 

Audubon magaz ine) 
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Grazing Fees—Not tlie Real 
Issue LOCAL NEWS 
P e r h a p s y o u smi led wi th g lee w h e n reading that Interior 
Secre ta ry Bruce Babbi t t has p roposed a s izeable 
increase in graz ing fees over the next th ree years . I did 
too ! Ranchers have indicated that such increases wou ld 
dr ive s o m e of t h e m out of bus iness . I asked J o h n Work
m a n , range economis t at U S U , wha t percentage of a 
rancher 's total cos ts c o m e f rom graz ing fees . John 
quick ly c a m e up wi th an average cost of 4 percent . This 
d o e s not s e e m m u c h , but J o h n felt th is cou ld force some 
ranchers to sell out . A s w e cont inued ta lk ing John 
po in ted out in his quiet , but very knowledgeab le , way that 
rais ing graz ing fees had little to do wi th graz ing pressure. 
T h e latter is m e a s u r e d by an imal -un i t -months (AUMs) 
that are set by the Forest Serv ice or B L M for each 
graz ing unit, accord ing to the condi t ion of the range and 
m a y be e l iminated entirely if condi t ions cal l for it. 

T h e m e d i a has s t ressed the d i f ference be tween grazing 
fees o n publ ic vs pr ivate l a n d — t h e latter of ten three 
t i m e s that on publ ic lands. 

J o h n po in ted out that these compar i sons don' t tell the 
t rue cos ts of graz ing o n public lands. T h e rancher has to 
a d d $3 .32 per A U M in t ranspor tat ion f r o m his ranch to 
his Forest Serv ice or B L M al lo tments, a n d the added 
morta l i ty to his s tock f rom predat ion and o ther causes . 
Stil l an addi t ional cost a rancher pays is one few envi ron
menta l is ts acknowledge—^ the fact that a rancher gett ing 
into bus iness has to pay for his graz ing permit f rom the 
p rev ious owner . T h e average interest on this investment 
c o m e s to abou t $2 .89 per A U M . So add ing the 
$ 1 . 8 5 / A U M graz ing fee, his addi t ional $3 .32 /AUM costs 
enta i led w h e n us ing federal vs pr ivate lands and the 
$2 .89 in interest o n his grazing permit th is c o m e s to 
$8 .06 as W o r k m a n calculated for 1990. For the rancher 
the a b o v e cost is just about wha t he wou ld pay for use of 
pr ivate land assuming that he cou ld f ind any. S o J o h n 
doesn ' t fee l the rancher is get t ing a subs idy w h e n using 
federa l land. Moreover , the average Utah rancher is 
actual ly losing m o n e y in his bus iness . In the per iod 
1971-1991 beef pr ices increased by only 11 percent 
whi le the cost of ranching went up 5 9 percent . W o r k m a n 
a n d Evans ca lcu lated that in 1990 the average Utah 
ranch h a d a n annua l loss o n his investment of about 4 
per-cent . So , if env i ronmenta l is ts are concerned about 
the condi t ion of the range on federa l lands they should 
w o r k to reduce graz ing pressure than worry ing about 
graz ing fees . 

— Al Stokes 

UDOT Continues to Misrepre
sent the Citizen's Views on 
the Logan Canyon Project 
Taylor said s o m e env i ronmenta l is ts are so adamant ly 
opposed to the project that they won ' t be p leased wi th 
anything U D O T proposes . 

"Some of these peop le , if w e shower a n d use s o a p three 
t imes a day, they still wou ld not c o m e near us, " he said. 
"Many of the peop le , in m y es t imat ion , s imply wan t 
nothing done to the c a n y o n . " 

Samuel Taylor 
Chairman of State Transportation Commission 

Herald Journal, 8/13/93, p. 2 

A r e y o u o f f e n d e d a n d u p s e t b y t h i s s t a t e m e n t ? 
D o e s t h i s s t a t e m e n t d e s c r i b e y o u a n d w h a t y o u w a n t 

f o r L o g a n C a n y o n ? 

W e encourage y o u to let t he fo l lowing know of your 
discontent wi th the w a y U D O T cont inues to d e m e a n our 
expressed concerns and ignore our request for our 
proposed al ternat ive. 

Governor Mike Leavi t t / State Capi to l Bu i ld ing/ Salt Lake 
City, UT 8 4 1 1 4 - 0 6 0 1 . 

The Role of the 
Land Grant University 

in the 
Management of 

Public Lands 

l ^ n d G r a n t D a y s 
S e p t e m b e r 27 -28 

E c c l e s C o n f e r e n c e C e n t e r , U t a h S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
P r o g r a m I n f o r m a t i o n : T a m a r a S p a r r o w 
P h o n e 801 -750 -2282 , F A X 801-750-3321 

E-mai l U A E S @ A G X U S U , E D U . 
2 4 - h o u r R e c o r d e d I n f o r m a t i o n L i n e 

801-750-3999 
P r o g r a m # T G B 3084 
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The Fourth Annual 
Utah Nonpoint Source 

Water Quality Conference 

"Choices and Trade-offs in 
Sustainable Natural Resource 

Management" 

September 23-24,1993 
Utah State University 

Logan, Utah 

For further in format ion: 

Program Informat ion 
Dr. R ichard Pera i ta 

Biological & Irr igation Engineer ing Dept . 

Utah State Univers i ty 
Logan, UT 8 4 3 2 2 - 4 1 0 5 
Phone: 801 -750 -2786 
Fax: 801 -750-1248 
E-mail: wa te r@cc .usu .edu 

Logistical Infomnation: 
Denise M. S tewardson , P rog ram Special ist 

•
Conference a n d Insti tute Division 
Utah State Univers i ty 
Logan, UT 8 4 3 3 2 - 5 0 0 5 
Phone: 801 -750 -1713 
Fax: 801-750-3771 
E-mail: den ise@ls lp2 .usu .edu 

Registration In format ion 
Registrat ion Serv ices 
Conference a n d Insti tute Division 
Utah Sta te Univers i ty 
Logan, UT 8 4 3 2 2 - 5 0 0 5 
Phone: 1-801-538-2663 
Fax: 1-801-750-3771 
E-mail: peg@is lp2 .usu .edu 

Lodging Information: 
USU Lodg ing Off ice 
Phone: 1-800-231-5634 
Fax: 1-801-750-1580 

24-Hot;r Recorded Information Line: 
1-801-750-3999 
Program # 2 8 9 8 

REGIONAL NEWS 

HawkWatch International 
Opens Office in Salt Lake 
City 
Bridger iand A u d u b o n m e m b e r s wil l be exc i ted to k n o w 
that H a w k W a t c h In temat ional ( the fo lks w h o h a v e b e e n 
count ing and band ing migrat ing h a w k s every a u t u m n 
since 1980 in the Goshu te Mounta ins , a n d per iod ica l ly 
s ince 1977 in the Wel lsvi l les) has o p e n e d a n of f ice in 
Salt Lake. Steve Ho f fman , the organ izat ion 's f o u n d e r 
and Director, invites all of y o u to visit e i ther t he G o s h u t e 
Project, or, for those of y o u w h o prefer a real ly a m b i t i o u s 
hike, the Wel lsvi l le si te. H a w k W a t c h Internat ional ( H W I ) 
will be count ing and band ing in the G o s h u t e s unti l ear ly 
November and the Wel lsvi l le coun ts will b e c o n d u c t e d 
daily th rough Oc tober 2 5 . If y o u n e e d a m a p to e i ther 
site just cal l HWI and they will be h a p p y to s e n d y o u o n e . 
(Editor 's Note: or, why not a t tend the B A S f ie ld tr ip to 
the Wel lsvi l les ' H a w k W a t c h o n S e p t e m b e r 25. ) 

In addi t ion, raptor band ing pro jects are be ing in i t iated 
this fall on the west s ide of C a c h e Val ley near Cut ler 
D a m and near S q u a w Peak (above Provo) . T h e s e b a n d 
ing projects are a col laborat ive effort of Raptor F l yways , 
Inc. (RFI) , H a w k W a t c h Internat ional , a n d Utah Sta te Un i 
versi ty a n d Br igham Young Universi ty g radua te s tuden ts . 

Remarkab ly , th is is H W I ' s e leventh s e a s o n of coun t ing 
a n d four teenth season of band ing in the G o s h u t e s , a n d 
their tenth season of count ing in the Wel lsv i l les ( the 
Wellsvi l le f lyway w a s d iscovered in 1976 by t w o U S U 
graduate s tudents , S teve Hof fman a n d W a y n e Pot ts) . In 
addi t ion, H W I and RFI p lan to wori< w i th the U tah 
Division of Wildl i fe Resources to conduc t a n exp lora tory 
search for addi t ional raptor f l yways in Utah . T h o s e of 
you interested in helping wi th this project shou ld con tac t 
the H a w k W a t c h off ice. 

H a w k W a t c h Internat ional 's da ta is a n impor tant s o u r c e 
of informat ion for assess ing long te rm raptor popu la t i on 
t rends, and for learning more about the b i rds ' m igra to ry 
habits and threats to their survival in the w i ld . H W I a lso 
works to involve the publ ic. T h e y e n c o u r a g e vis i tat ion to 
all of their f ield projects and train hund reds of s tudents 
and vo lunteers in raptor f ield s tudy m e t h o d s . Fur ther
more , they take injured, non- re leasab le birds of p rey into 
school c lassrooms, civic c lub meet ings , a n d va r ious p u b 
lic events . 

Perhaps the best w a y to w e l c o m e H a w k W a t c h In te rna
t ional to Utah is to b e c o m e a m e m b e r ! (That is, if you ' re 
not a l ready a HWI member . ) I wan t to e n c o u r a g e e a c h 
of you to jo in . T h e y p roduce an outs tand ing quar ter iy 
publ icat ion, RaptorWatch, packed wi th in fonnat ion o n 
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the i r research f ind ings a n d wor ldwide raptor conservat ion 
issues. Indiv idual m e m b e r s h i p s are $25, or, start ing at 
$ 3 5 , y o u c a n "adopt " a w i ld , banded hawk for yourself or 
a spec ia l f h e n d . Adop t ion packages include a co lor 
pho to , cert i f icate w i th your bird's vital stat ist ics, and 
per iodic upda tes o n the act ivi t ies of your w i ld , f ree-l iv ing 
raptor . T e n spec ies are avai lable for adopt ion . W h a t a 
great gift for a n y nature enthus iast ! 

Y o u c a n contact H a w k W a t c h Internat ional by cal l ing 524 -
8 5 1 1 , or by wr i t ing to : P.O. Box 660 , Salt Lake City, UT 
8 4 1 1 0 . 

— Alk:e Lindahl 

Davis County Plugged 
Drains, Flooded Shore Birds' 
Nests 
Dav is Coun ty i l legally b locked dra ins whi le renovat ing 
t h e An te lope Is land c a u s e w a y , f looding the nests of 
3 0 , 0 0 0 shore b i rds in Famnington Bay this spr ing. 

T h e p lugged dra ins c a u s e d spr ing runoff f r om the Jordan 
River a n d severa l Dav is County s t reams to accumula te 
In Famnington B a y rather than sp read out th rough the 
ent i re Great Sal t Lake . W a t e r level in the bay rose 7.8 
inches h igher than the rest of the lake by ear iy June . 

T h e rapidly rising wa te r inundated nests of the black-
n e c k e d stilt, a b lack a n d whi te bird that bui lds its nest in 
sha l low w a t e r near the lake shore. 

" i t w a s pret ty m u c h a total fai lure of the first round of 
nes t ing , " sa id Peter Pa ton , a Utah State Universi ty 
g r a d u a t e s tudent s tudy ing shore birds in Farmington 
Bay . 

F low b e n e a t h the c a u s e w a y w a s restored in late June 
a n d the w a t e r level in the bay has d ropped to normal 
levels. S o m e of the sti l ts m a d e a second at tempt at 
nest ing , but fa r f e w e r than the first t ime. "There are now 
1,000 to 2 ,000 pa i rs that might pul l off a b rood , " said Mr. 
Pa ton . 

T h e b lack -necked stilt is c o m m o n in marshy areas 
a r o u n d the Great Salt Lake . T h e y a lso breed in other 
a reas in the W e s t . T h e y have a black back a n d neck, 
whi te throat a n d bel ly, a n d long red legs. T h e y of ten are 
s e e n wa lk ing s lowly th rough shal low water , using their 
nar row b lack bil ls to ca tch br ine f l ies a n d p luck food f rom 
the m u d . 

Disrupt ion of a s ingle year ' s b reed ing o n Farmington Bay 
is not expec ted to th rea ten the survival of th is spec ies, 
sa id Mr. Pa ton . However , the incident s h o w s how sensi 
t ive Fann ing ton Bay is to m a n - m a d e changes . 

— Jim Woolf 
The Salt Lake Tribune 

Bosque del Apache* 

Festival of the Cranes 
•(National Wildlife Refuge) 

A m o n g the most awe- inspi r ing s ights in nature is the 
annual fall migrat ion of tens of t housands of sandhi l l 
c ranes and snow g e e s e to their winter ing g rounds on the 
Bosque del A p a c h e Nat ional Refuge near Socor ro , N e w 
Mexico. Birders c a n en joy the spectac le of these 
migrat ing f locks, a long wi th an impress ive l ine-up of 
exper ts and events at the sixth annua l Bosque del 
Apache Festival of the Cranes N o v e m b e r 1 8 - 2 1 . 

T h e act ion-packed four day p rogram features authors 
Donald and Lil l ian Stokes, In temat ional C r a n e F o u n 
dat ion director G e o r g e Archibald a n d o ther speakers , 
plus more than 50 exhib i ts , workshops , demonst ra t ions 
and conduc ted tours , s o m e in areas usual ly c losed to the 
public. 

Experts f rom 2 3 agenc ies and professional societ ies will 
offer demonst ra t ions a n d exhibi ts, m a n y wi th live raptors, 
reptiles and m a m m a l s , cover ing ident i f icat ion, rescue 
and rehabil i tat ion of wi ldl i fe. 

A n i l lustrated lecture by veteran b i rder -photographer 
Gary Froehl ich a n d three workshops by f a m e d "Nat ional 
Wildl i fe Refuge Calendar" pub l isher -photographer Karen 
Hol l ingsworth will prov ide t ips to amateur a n d ser ious 
bird photographers . 

Festival informat ion a n d t ickets are avai lable f r o m : 
Festival of the Cranes , P.O. Box 7 4 3 N E , Socon-o, N M 
8 7 8 0 1 ; phone: ( 5 0 5 ) 8 3 5 - 0 4 2 4 . 

Wildlife Board Misses 
Chance to Resolve Crane 
Issue 
W e have e rased too m u c h mystery and spiri tuali ty f rom 
so many of our d iscuss ions. Th is debate is long a n d 
of ten content ious a n d is wor thy of cons iderab le d iscus
s ion on these pages . W e w e l c o m e your thoughts . 

At the sandhi l l c rane hear ing Margaret Pett is t aped her 
life size paint ing of a sandhi l l c rane o n the wal l so the 
d iscussion wou ld have at least s o m e f rame of reference. 
There f lew the c rane , bent w ings, legs o u t — y o u could 
hear her paean to o p e n space, w i lderness a n d , if you 
wil l , what it is like to be a sandhi l l c rane. Wh i le she 
circles in fl ight above us w e arrogant ly de te rmine her 
future by dest roy ing her open space, fi l l ing her wet lands 
wi th grain and hous ing deve lopments and then 
compla in ing that she has the audaci ty to try to survive on 
those farms. No mat ter how we deny it m a y b e w e are 
simply t ied too t ight ly to our computers a n d ou r artificial 
life components to recognize this irony. 



Anyway, to the m ic rophone c a m e the representat ive of 
the Utah Divis ion of Wildl i fe Resources : " W e are propos
ing a hunt" and before the next w o r d or bl ink of an eye 
the sandhi l l c rane c r u m p l e d to the f loor. Amidst the 
gasps and laughs a n d start led looks s o m e b o d y yel led, 
"Bang." T h e hunt presentat ion con t inued but this t ime a 
strange s i lence fel l o n the hal l . 

Some will a rgue the tape s imply gave w a y . But some 
saw a symbo l , m a y b e a me taphor of wildl i fe itself. 

— Dick Carter 
Utah Wildemess Association 

Wolves in the Wilderness 
u s Fish and Wildlife Service Dances Around 
Wolf Protection 

After literally d e c a d e s of s t ruggle, w e are 18 months 
away f rom see ing wi ld wo lves back in Ye l lowstone 
National Park a n d Cent ra l Idaho. O n July 9 , 1 9 9 3 , the 
U.S. Fish a n d Wildl i fe Serv ice (FWS) issued the Draft 
Environmental Impact S ta tement (DEIS) . T h e F W S 
proposes to accompl ish recovery by re introducing 
"exper imental nonessent ia l " populat ions of wo lves into 
the two areas over a four year per iod. Basical ly, such a 
designat ion wou ld lower the protect ion level of reintro
duced wo lves (and wo lves a l ready present) f r om fully 
"endangered" to that of "a spec ies p roposed to be l isted" 
under the Endangered Spec ies Ac t (ESA) . T h e rat ionale 
for this approach is to g ive F W S greater flexibil ity in 
managing wo lves , a n d , therefore , to lower local 
resistance to wol f re in t roduct ion. 

Audubon is s t rongly o p p o s e d to this Al ternat ive. T h e 
U.S. F i s h a n d W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e is t a i d n g p u b l i c 
c o m m e n t u n t i l O c t o b e r 9. P lease take a few moments 
to write the Fish a n d Wildl i fe Serv ice and ask for a better 
plan for re in t roducing wo lves into Ye l lowstone and 
Central Idaho. 

Wolf Recovery A l temat i ves : 

Conservat ionists have long suppor ted wolf recovery a n d 
have even b a c k e d the use of "exper imenta l nonessent iaP 
designat ions, if th is w e r e d o n e in a manner wh ich 
provided adequa te protect ion for wo lves . Unfortunately, 
as present ly wr i t ten, the F W S Prefen-ed Al ternat ive does 
not cleariy meet th is ob ject ive of protect ing and 
recovering wolf popula t ions. Public support for m e a n 
ingful protect ion for wo lves involved in a recovery 
program is cri t ical to tu rn ing this s i tuat ion a round . 

The US F W S Prefer red A l temat ive looks like this: 

1) Fully endangered wo lves a l ready in the exper imenta l 
recovery a r e a , wh ich inc ludes all of W y o m i n g , 90 percent 
of Idaho, and the sou thern third of Mon tana , wou ld 
become "exper imenta l nonessent ia l " overnight , thus 

losing much of thei r p ro tec t ion, as wou ld all re in t roduced 
wolves. 

2) T h e F W S a l temat ive wou ld a l low ranchers to kill ; 
wo lves that were a t tack ing l ivestock on thei r pr ivate 
lands. Under cer ta in c i r cumstances a permi t cou ld b e 
issued to do the s a m e o n publ ic land. 

3) T h e EIS will {assure that no pr ivate o r publ ic land u s e 
restr ict ions are deve loped sole ly for wolf recovery , 
except at re lease s i tes dur ing re int roduct ion." 

4) F W S proposes to "soft re lease" wo lves in Ye l low
stone and "hard re lease" wo lves in Idaho. Sof t re lease 
al lows wolves to acc l imate to the area for two m o n t h s . 
Hard release is the biological equ iva lent of k ick ing 
wo lves out of a ick-up tn j ck "co ld turkey." 

5) W h e r e ranchers suf fer p roven losses to wo lves , F W S 
calls for a pr ivately f unded compensa t ion p r o g r a m . 

T h e A u d u b o n A l temat i ve p rov ides a bet ter c h a n c e for 
wolf recovery. 

Egg Hunt Hatches 
Conservation Effort 
Scramble to Save Pheasant Eggs 

Each year hundreds of pheasant nests a re disturt>ed 
dur ing the hay harvest in U tah . A n d o n c e distur t )ed, t h e 
hen pheasant wi l l not re tum to incubate her e g g s . But 
thanks to a un ique p rog ram init iated by the Soi l Conser 
vat ion Serv ice, local fa rmers are scrambl ing to save 
those eggs a n d o thers a re p lay ing sur rogate parents to 
ensure a heal thy c rop of th is up land g a m e spec ies . 

S C S , in coopera t ion w i th the Utah Div is ion of Wi ld l i fe 
Resources and Utah State Universi ty , is work ing w i th 
fa rmers in the Uintah Basin to hatch those pheasan t 
eggs wh ich have b e e n recovered f rom nests d is turbed 
dur ing the hay harvest . 

S C S is col lect ing and hatching the eggs a n d s tuden ts 
f rom the local h igh school b io logy c lass are rais ing t h e 
chicks and are adopt ing port ions of f ann land to p lan a n d 
implement wildl i fe habitat improvements . 

T h e effort has y ie lded neariy 200 e g g s a n d the success 
rate of hatching has been more than 95 percent . Loca l 
bus inesses have dona ted feed a n d o ther suppl ies to 
help make the project successfu l . 

Dave Webster , Distr ict Conservat ion is t in Rooseve l t , 
said the commun i t y ' s response to the effort has b e e n 
outs tanding. 

"We' re really impressed wi th the effort the local f a n n e r s 
are mak ing to save the eggs , a n d wi th the w a y the b u s i 
nesses a n d local, s tate and federa l agenc ies have 
pi tched in to m a k e this effort so successfu l , " he sa id . 

— Soil Conservation Service 



The Bridgeriand Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of each 
month, October through May, in the Meeting Room of the new Logan City 
Building, 255 N. Main. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. The BAS Planning 
Committee meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month, 
September through May. at the home of Tom and Pat Gordon, (718 North 
200 East, Logan). Everyone is welcome to attend. 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Conservation 
Education 
Membership 
Field Trips 
Newsletter 
Circulation 
Publicity 
Hospitality 
HoMine 
Recycling 
Legislation 

Dawn Holzer, 258-5205 
Don Mclvor 
Kristen LaVine 
Susan Robertson, 752-4598 
Jaren Barker, 
Jack Greene, 563-6816 
Al Stokes, 752-2702 
Al Stokes, 752-2702 
Lois & Randy Olson, 752-9085 
Tom Gordon, 752-6561 
Chris Sands, 755-9524 
Bill & Marjorie Lewis, 753-8724 
Nancy Williams, 753-6268 
Man^n & Irma Moon, 753-4698 
Nadene Steinhoff, 753-0317 

Trustees 
1990-93 John Bames, 563-3910; Rebecca Echols, 753-2367 

Richard Mueller, 752-5637 
1991 -94 Keith Archibald, 752-8258; Ron Hellstern, 753-8750 

Bill Ehmann, 752-1684 
1993-95 Pat Gordon, 752-6561; John Sigler, 753-5879 

Membership in the Bridgeriand Audubon Society includes a subscription 
to The Stilt, as well as the Audubon magazine. The editor of The Stilt 
invites submissions of any kind, due on the 15th of each month. Send to 
280 N. 300 E., Logan, UT 84321. 

I 1 

National Audubon Socdety 
Chapter M e m b e r s h i p Appl ica t ion 

Yes, rd like to join. 
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send AUDUBON 
magazine and my membership card to the address below. 

• My check for $32 is enclosed. 

N.\ME 

ADDRBS 

.STATT. - Z I P . OTY . 
Pleas* maJn aU checks payable lo the Natumai Autiubm Socitty. 

Send this oppUcadon and your check tot 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membetship Dau Center 

^ • ^ J ^ ^ . P.O. Box 51001 • Boulder. Colorado 80322-1001 
LOCAL tSAFTm 

Br idger iand A u d u b o n Soc ie ty 

P.O. Box 3501 

Ljogan, U T 84323-3501 
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Subscriptions to The S«A are available to non-members tor 

$5.00 per year. Call Tom Gordon, 752-6561. Also, call Tom tor 

new subscriptions or address changes. 
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