
21st Annual Christmas Bird Count Results 
" I t w a s a d a r k a n d s t o r m y n i g h t . . . " N o k i d d i n g , i t was 
d a r k i n the w e e h o u r s o f the w i n t e r solstice as w e w e n t 
l o o k i n g f o r o w l s . A n d " s t o r m y " jus t doesn ' t qu i te 
describe u p to t w o feet of f resh s n o w i n the canyons. 
Never the less , the i n t r e p i d (nutso?) b i r d e r s headed o u t 
once m o r e to t a l l y a l l of the b i r d s w i t h i n the 7.5 r a d i u s 
of H y d e Park , o u r 21st a n n u a l CBC. This w a s the 96th 
c o u n t n a t i o n w i d e , a n d a l t h o u g h i t w a s close to 
C h r i s t m a s a n d m o s t u n i v e r s i t y s tudents h a d a lready 
d e p a r t e d f o r the h o l i d a y s , over 40 souls c o u l d n ' t 
c o n t a i n themselves a n y longer , a n d j u s t h a d to go o u t 
a n d see f o r themselves w h a t feathered f r i e n d s w e r e 
about . B y the e n d of the day, o u r g r o u p h a d i d e n t i f i e d 
a n d c o i m t e d 91 d i f f e r e n t species a n d 23,610 i n d i v i d u a l 
b i r d s . 

" F i r s t s " f o r o u r C B C i n c l u d e d b u s h t i t s a n d green-ta i led 
towhees . W h i l e the lat ter are c o m m o n i n s u m m e r , th is 
w a s the f i r s t r e c o r d for b u s h t i t s i n Cache Val ley since 
1946. --^ . . 

T h o u g h n o t records, w e f o u n d other notab le h i g h s . 
M a n y people h a v e c o m m e n t e d o n the abundance of 
cer ta in p r e y species i n the va l ley , a n d a c c o r d i n g l y w e 
saw a h i g h n u m b e r o f m o u s e r s , such as r e d - t a i l e d a n d 
r o u g h - l e g g e d h a w k s , a n d A m e r i c a n kestrels. We even 

' have reports of A m e r i c a n c r o w s t a k i n g mice . O n e 
f a r m e r c o m m e n t e d o n the h a v o c the p r a i r i e falcons 
w e r e w r e c k i n g o n the r i n g - n e c k e d pheasants. Feeder 
watchers n o t i c e d an increase i n f inches a n d grosbeaks. 

a l t h o u g h p i n e siskins w e r e l o w . We also n o t i c e d m a n y 
m o r e m o u n t a i n chickadees t h a n u s u a l i n the val ley. 

The d e t a i l e d n u m b e r s were : 

1 ; ' ' ^ 1995 1996 
Total # species seen 89 91 
Tota l # i n d i v i d u a l s 22,983 23,700 
# Observers - - : 52 , ^ 45 
# Part ies 17 
Par ty h o u r s b y f o o t ; 70 71 
Par ty mi les b y f o o t 70 44 
Par ty h o u r s b y car 67 83 
Par ty mi les b y car 603 566 
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February Calendar 
Meetings 
T hursday , February 13, 7:30 P .M. G e n e r a l Meeting, 
L o g a n C i t y Off ices , 255 Nor th M a i n . D i c k Carter, 
f o r m e r d i rec tor of the U t a h W i l de rne ss A s s o c i a t i o n w i U 
i n t r o d u c e a n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n , the H i g h Uintas 
Preservation C o u n c i l . D i c k w i l l s h o w us slides of the 
U i n t a s a n d e x p l a i n w h y the y are threatened a n d w h a t 
the H U P C is d o i n g to protec t t h e m . Refreshments w i l l 
be served a n d the p u b l i c is i n v i t e d . 

Wednesday, February 19, 7:30 P .M. B A S P l a n n i n g 
M e e t i n g at the h o m e of Robert S c h m i d t , 1665 East 1350 
N o r t h . Off icers , Chairpersons , a n d Trustees meet t o 
discuss issues a n d m a k e p lans f o r meet ings , act ivi t ies 
a n d projects. Genera l m e m b e r s are a l w a y s w e l c o m e . 

Welcome, to Jack Greene a n d Lo is O l s o n w h o w e r e 
recent ly a p p o i n t e d to f i l l vacant pos i t i ons o n the Board 
of Trustees; the i r te rms w i l l e n d i n M a y , 1998. Trustees 
are genera l ly elected for three year terms , b u t the 
B y l a w s of B A S a l l o w the B o a r d t o a p p o i n t m e m b e r s to 
f i l l e m p t y seats. T h e y hav e b o t h p u t i n u n t o l d h o u r s 
o v e r the years . Jack as e d u c a t i o n chair a n d Lois as 
N e w s l e t t e r chair. T h a n k s to t h e m b o t h , especial ly as 
t h e y p l a n t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r o the r responsibi l i t ies . 

Tom Wharton to Be Speaker. 
at April 8 Annual Banquet ^ 
D u e to conf l ic ts w i t h s p r i n g breaks a n d l i m i t a t i o n s o n 
space, b o t h the date a n d v e n u e of the a n n u a l b a n q u e t 
h a v e b e e n c h a n g e d a bit . T h e n the n e w date is Tuesday, 
A p r i l 8 at the Z a n a v o o Restaurant a f e w m i l e s u p i n t o 
L o g a n C a n y o n . Th i s year ' s speaker is T o m W h a r t o n , 
Recreation E d i t o r for the Sale Lake Tribune a n d advocate 
f o r w i l d l i f e i n U t a h , s p e a k i n g o n " F i n d i n g a Voice f o r 
N o n c o n s u m p t i v e W i l d l i f e Users i n U t a h . " The a n n u a l 
C o n s e r v a t i o n a n d E d u c a t i o n A w a r d s w i l l be presented, 
a n d e lect ion of n e w off icers a n d trustees w i l l take place. 
I t ' s a l w a y s w o n d e r f u l t o v i s i t w i t h g o o d f r i e n d s a n d 
m a k e n e w ones, so p l a n t o j o i n us. Social h o u r begins at 
6:00 P.M. w i t h d i n n e r s t a r t i n g at 7:00. L o o k for t ickets at 
Sunrise Cyclery , I n the C o m p a n y of Fr iends , a n d the 
S t r a w Ib is , w i t h prices at $15 ($11 f o r s tudents) . M o r e 
detai ls i n the M a r c h Stilt. - . 

E-Mail Network Lives! 
I f y o u ' r e n o t o n the A u d u b o n A l e r t N e t w o r k , you're 
m i s s i n g e - m a i l notices a b o u t the latest activit ies and 
events. A l e r t s are sent o u t o n issues, out ings , and rare 
b i r d s ight ings . I f y o u ' d l i k e to be o n the l ist , send an e-
m a i l w i t h "subscribe B A S " i n the subject f i e l d , and 
please i n c l u d e y o u r real n a m e i n the b o d y of the e-mail 
message. Send i t to : bdixon@cache.net a n d w e ' l l p u t 
y o u o n the l i s t . 

Boating the Bear Still 
Available 
J i m Boone's g u i d e b o o k to p a d d l i n g , p o l i n g a n d oaring 
the Bear River , p u b l i s h e d b y BAS, is once again 
avai lable at I n the C o m p a n y of Fr iends . This book is 
s t i l l the m o s t in teres t ing a n d comple te p a d d l e r ' s 
reference to the r i v e r tha t f l o w s f r o m eastern U t a h 
n o r t h t h r o u g h W y o m i n g a n d I d a h o , a n d f i n a l l y back 
i n t o U t a h e n d i n g i n the Great Salt Lake . 

Call for Nominations 
H i i s s p r i n g w e w i l l elect off icers a n d n e w members to 
the B o a r d of Trustees. A n o m i n a t i n g c o m m i t t e e has 
been f o r m e d , cha i red b y o u t g o i n g President, Robert 
S c h m i d t , to offer n o m i n a t i o n s to be h e l d at the annual 
b a n q u e t o n A p r i l 8 (see s tory elsewhere i n this Stilt). 

Officers serve f o r t w o year terms a n d the posi t ions 
i n c l u d e President , Vice President , Secretary, a n d 
Treasurer. The pres ident conducts m o n t h l y general and 
p l a n n i n g meet ings a n d directs the act ivi t ies of our 
v a r i o u s chairs (conservat ion , o u t i n g s , etc.). The vice 
pres ident arranges f o r a n d in t roduces speakers, and 
f i l l s i n for the p r e s i d e n t as needed . The secretary writes 
u p m i n u t e s of the p l a r m i n g meet ings , collects and 
d is t r ibutes o u r m a i l a n d m a i n t a i n s o u r records. The 
treasurer m a i n t a i n s o u r accoimts , pays o u r bi l ls and 
genera l ly keeps the IRS f r o m k n o c k i n g at o u r door. 

Trustees serve for three year terms a n d w e can elect up 
to f o u r i n a n y g i v e n year. Trustees are responsible for 
set t ing p o l i c y at the m o n t h l y meet ings a n d they 
genera l ly f i l l i n w h e r e needed o n v a r i o u s projects 
w h e r e t h e y have an interest . 

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o serve i n one of these posi t ions or 
k n o w of a g o o d candidate , please contact Robert 
S c h m i d t , 755-9262; Ted Evans, 753-2259; or Peter Rube, 
755-9333 p r i o r t o M a r c h 1 . (Late n o m i n a t i o n s w i l l also 
be taken f r o m the f l o o r b u t w o n ' t appear o n the 
bal lots . ) ; • 



Christmas Bird Count 
Continued from page 1 , . ' 

I The s n o w p r e v e n t e d us f r o m b r e a k i n g the record 
' n u m b e r of species ( g o o d excuse, a n y w a y ) , b u t for the 
second year i n a r o w , w e set a n e w record f o r t o t a l 
i n d i v i d u a l s seen. Records f o r n u m b e r s of i n d i v i d u a l 
species seen i n c l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g : 

Species 

R i n g - n e c k e d d u c k 
N o r t h e r n h a r r i e r 
Red- ta i l ed h a w k 
F e r r u g i n o u s h a w k 
R o u g h - l e g g e d h a w k 
A m e r i c a n kestre l 
Pra ir ie f a l c o n 
V i r g i n i a r a i l 
K i l d e e r 

C o m m o n snipe 
C o m m o n r a v e n 
B u s h t i t 
C e d a r w a x w i n g 
Green- ta i l ed t o w h e e 
G r a y - c r o w n e d 
Rosy f i n c h 
Cassin's f i n c h 

' N o t to m i x o u r p h y l a , b u t w e also got skxmked. We 
saw zero jays (s terrar 's , b l u e , scrub or C l a r k ' s 
n u t c r a c k e r ) a n d n o m a r s h w r e n s . W h i l e they are o u t 
u s u a l l y i n abundance , the last t i m e w e saw zero jays 
w a s 1980, a n d the last t i m e w e missed a l l m a r s h w r e n s 
w a s 1984. O t h e r l o w n u m b e r s i n c l u d e d A m e r i c a n 
r o b i n s a n d b l a c k - b i l l e d m a g p i e s . , 

A t the e n d of the day, w e gathered at the h o m e of 
A l i c e L i n d a h l a n d J i m H a e f n e r f o r a s c r u m p t i o u s 
p o t l u c k a n d s h a r i n g of n u m b e r s . We cer ta in ly missed 
A l Stokes this year, b u t A l i c e j o i n e d us to hear the 
stories a n d f u n . 

I t w a s a g r a n d t i m e for e v e r y b o d y , w h e t h e r u p i n the 
m o u n t a i n s or o u t i n the m a r s h . Special t h a n k s to those 
w h o h e l p e d o u t o n the count : 

1996 Previous Previous 
Record Record Record 

Year 
314 278 1990 
163 104 1981 
204 115 1995 

3 1 1994 
78 66 1985 
56 55 1983 
11 7 1992 
10 8 1987 
49 47 1981 
78 51 1987 
20 8 1994 

' 5 N e w ! 
774 624 1984 

1 N e w ! 

2,350 1,200 1992 
325 92 1989 

K e i t h a n d P a u l A r c h i b a l d 
Bob A t w o o d 
Jessie, John a n d Terry Barnes 
M i k e Becker 
J i m B i l s k y 
T o d Black 
G o r d o n B o s w o r t h 
A l l e n & G a i l Chr i s tensen 

I M a r y & N o r b e r t D e b y l e 
B r y a n D i x o n 
K e i t h D i x o n 
D a v i d & Susan D r o w n 
John EUerbeck 

R o n H o u s t o n • 
D a w n H o l z e r 
R e i n h a r d Jockel 
L i z Josephson 1 
M a r j o r i e L e w i s 
A l i c e L i n d a h l 
Jean L o w n 
M e r r i l y n e L u n d a h l 
Jan & T o m L y o n 
D e r m i s M a r t i n 
B i l l a n d Z a n e M a s s l i c h 
L o r i Ness 

L a r r y a n d R o n R y e l 

Barbara Farris 
Jake G i b s o n 
V a l G r a n t 
A n d r e w Guss 
E r i k a H a n s e n 

B i l l S e d i v y 
K a r e n Shires 
F r a n k S m i t h 
N i c k S t r i c k l a n d 
P a u l U s t a c h 

Eve ryo ne is i n v i t e d to j o i n us next y e a r — w h e t h e r 
y o u ' r e a p r o f i c i e n t b i r d e r or n o t . (Beginners, after a l l , 
o f t e n see the m o s t in teres t ing species!) D a t a for the 
L o g a n C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t s back to 1976 are n o w 
avai lable o n a M i c r o s o f t Access database f o r those w h o 
w o u l d l i k e a c o p y i n electronic f o r m . A paper copy of 
the totals is also avai lable . Contac t K e i t h A r c h i b a l d , 
752-8258, or B r y a n Dbcon, 752-6830. 

The t y p i s t wishes to apolog ize to K a y o Robertson for 
m i s p e l l i n g his n a m e o n h is p o e m , i n the " C e l e b r a t i o n of 
M e m o r i e s " t o A l Stokes. 

Thanks A l 

A s t r o n g w i n d passed 
S t i r red o u r branches 
Shook d u s t f r o m o u r leaves, , • 
Strengthened o u r roots . 

A s t r o n g w i n d passed 
T u r n e d o u r n o d d i n g heads 

, To the d a n c i n g forest wholeness 
; O f each sun-bathed b r a n c h . , 

A s t r o n g w i n d passed 
Gave b u o y a n c y t o eagle's w i n g 
N o u r i s h m e n t to s y l v a n soils. 
R e n e w a l to those i t t o u c h e d . 

A s t r o n g w i n d passed 
L is ten ! D o y o u hear i t still? 
E c h o i n g a l o n g the h i l l s ides of o u r h o p e 
The canyons of o u r c o m m i t m e n t . 

A s t r o n g w i n d passed. -
A s t r o n g w i n d passes o n . 

Kayo Robertson 

Do you have an hour to spare? 
Bridgerland Literacy needs tutors. 
Contact Tami Colman at 753-5064. 



A Call to Support Wild Elk 
T h e A u d u b o n C o u n c i l asks everyone t o w r i t e letters or 
speak t o y o u r senator a n d / o r representat ive. Express 
y o u r feel ings a b o u t e l k r a n c h i n g . O f course y o u r 
representat ives o n the c o u n c i l h o p e y o u are o p p o s e d to 
p e r m i t t i n g e l k r a n c h i n g i n U t a h , s o m e t h i n g the state 
has n o t a l l o w e d u p t m t i l n o w . 

There is an art ic le i n y o u r September or October 
n e w s l e t t e r w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t the t e s t i m o n y g i v e n 
be fore the H o u s e Energy, N a t u r a l Resources a n d 
A g r i c u l t u r e C o m m i t t e e . H o w e v e r , y o u r w o r d s are 
m o s t ef fect ive w h e n t h e y express y o u r o w n k n o w l e d g e 
a n d experience. 

I s h o u l d w a r n y o u t h a t the p r o p o n e n t s of e l k r a n c h i n g 
t e n d t o be i m p a t i e n t w i t h those of us w h o are 
distressed a b o u t domest i c e l k for aesthetic reasons. 1 
k n o w 1 a m r e p u l s e d b y the idea of pens of e l k w e a r i n g 
tags i n the i r ears. I w a n t m y e l k w i l d . A l s o , suppor ters 
fee l t h a t i t is the i n d i v i d u a l ' s r i g h t to m a k e h is l i v i n g 
a n y w a y he chooses as l o n g as others are n o t h a r m e d . 
O f course, i t is h o w w e def ine h a r m that defines m u c h 
o f the debate. 

T h e A u d u b o n C o u n c i l is of the o p i n i o n that the danger 
o f i n f e c t i n g the w i l d p o p u l a t i o n w i t h b o t h diseases 
a n d f o r e i g n or u n f i t gene c o n f i g u r a t i o n s is the m o s t 
c o m p e l l i n g a r g u m e n t . I f y o u are a w i l d l i f e b i o l o g i s t , 
please feel a special o b l i g a t i o n to speak o u t here. M o s t 
legis lators are i g n o r a n t of the issue a n d care l i t t l e 
a b o u t i t . Please educate t h e m . O n the other h a n d , i f 
y o u are n o t a n exper t , r e m e m b e r tha t legislators 
p r o b a b l y are n o t too interested i n y o u r eloquence or 
persuas ive p o w e r s a n y w a y . Legis lators are impressed 
b y n u m b e r s of calls or letters. 

M o s t o f y o u are aware the W i l d l i f e B o a r d has 
p e t i t i o n e d tha t the legis la ture p o s t p o n e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of the b i l l a n d has requested a year of s tudy. Th i s is 
h e l p f u l , b u t the b i l l is s t i l l i n the hopper . I p r e d i c t i t 
w i l l g o t o the legis la ture d u r i n g the session. I f the b i l l 
does d i sappear f o r th is year y o u r letters a n d calls w i l l 
n o t be w a s t e d . We n e e d t o educate legis lators o n this 
issue a n d i t is n o t t o o soon t o start . 

I m i g h t a d d t h a t timing is n o t i m p o r t a n t e i ther so d o n ' t 
g i v e y o u r s e l f the excuse t h a t i t is too late i n the 
session. I p r e d i c t tha t th i s w i l l be a l o n g , d r a w n o u t 
bat t le . Please ca l l , fax or send a n e - m a i l message i f y o u 
d o n o t k n o w w h o y o u r representat ives are. 

A d d r e s s , Phone, Fax and Telegram # at the C a p i t o l 

Senate Phone: (801) 538-1035 
319 State C a p i t o l Fax: (801)538-1414 
S L Q U T 84114 Toil-Free: 1-800-662-3367 

( D u r i n g session) 
T D D (801) 538-1457 

H o u s e of Representatives Phone: (801) 538-1029 
318 State C a p i t o l Fax: (801) 538-1908 
S L C , U T 84114 Toil-Free: 1-800-662-3367 

( D u r i n g session) 
T D D (801) 38-1029 

M y Phone, Fax a n d E - m a i l A d d r e s s 
A n n O ' C o r m e l l 
2727 K e n t u c k y A v e n u e 
Salt Lake Ci ty , U T 84117 ' > ' 
Phone a n d Fax: (801) 277-9046 
E - m a i l : 103306.301@compuserve.com 

/ ^ 
Wolf, Return to the Forest 

b y 
T h e a B . H e n n e y 

W o l f r i m free, w o l f r u n w i l d l y 
W o l f r e t u r n t o the w i l d e r n e s s 
W h e r e y o u w i l l be safe f r o m w e 
W h o have k i l l e d of f y o u r t r u t h a n d b e a u t y 
We w h o have covered y o u r gentle hear t 
W i t h e v i l stories. 

O h m i g h t y w o l f , teU m e , I beg . 
I f y o u r c r y is s t i l l a m o u r n f u l f a r e w e l l 
O r are y o u a n n o i m c i n g y o u r re turn? 

Happy Homecoming for a 
Kansas Peregrine Falcon: 
New Wing Job Does the 
Trick 
Saturday, July 29 at 8:00 A.M., W / L D C A K E vo l tmteers 
released a r e h a b i l i t a t e d peregr ine fa l con back i n t o the 
w i l d at a state p a r k near H u t c h i n s o n , Kansas. 
Peregrines are d i f f i c u l t to keep i n c a p t i v i t y . A f t e r i t was 
f o t m d the fa l con w a s t r a n s p o r t e d f i r s t t o D i l l o n N a t u r e 
Center i n H u t c h i n s o n , a n d t h e n t o the W i l d C a r e 
f a c i l i t y f o r h e l p . This w a s the f i r s t peregr ine ever to be 
received b y W i l d C a r e of the D i l l o n N a t u r e Center. The 
fa lcon h a d h a d an e v e n t f u l m o n t h . 

The peregr ine fa l con w a s f o v m d o n M a y 25 i n a c o m 
cr ib near M o i m d r i d g e , Kansas. The b i r d w a s 
emaciated. Its w i n g s w e r e ba t tered a n d feathers 
b r o k e n . The f i n d e r b r o u g h t i t to Jerry A L m q u i s t , a 
Kansas W i l d l i f e a n d Parks conservat ion officer, w h o 
t o o k i t to J i m S m i t h at the D i l l o n N a t u r e Center i n 
H u t c h i n s o n . Rea l iz ing the special h o u s i n g needs of 
th is species, J i m n o t i f i e d K e n B r u n s o n at the c e n t i a l 



W i l d l i f e a n d Parks off ice i n Pratt . W i t h i n a f e w days . 
K e n d e l i v e r e d the p e r e g r i n e t o W i l d C a r e for extensive 

_ rehabi l i ta t ion . We l e a r n e d f r o m K e n the b i r d h a d eaten 
^ ^ w e l l d u r i n g i ts shor t stay at the N a t u r e Center, i t 
^ ^ w e i g h e d i n at a r o u n d 940 g r a m s u p o n a r r i v i n g at 

W i l d C a r e i n June. Th i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h b o d y w e i g h t 
indicated that the b i r d w a s female since the y t y p i c a l l y 
w e i g h m o r e t h a n m a l e peregrines . I n the next w e e k or 
so, the fa lcon ate a n d ate, f i n a l l y l e v e l i n g of f at m o r e 
than 980 grams . She became a large, robust female , 
indeed! 

W h a t an a w e s o m e l o o k i n g b i r d . H e r m o s t s t r i k i n g 
features w e r e her h u g e , r o u n d b l a c k eyes a n d the 
p ierc ing looks c o m i n g f r o m t h e m . W o r k i n g w i t h so 
m a n y species, one becomes f a m i l i a r w i t h the re la t ive 
intel l igence of an imals . Th i s w a s n o d u m b b i r d . She 
soon learned to d i s t i n g u i s h the m o v e m e n t s of f e e d i n g 
and c leaning f r o m those i n v o l v i n g capture . W h e n a 
h u m a n w o u l d a p p r o a c h , she w o u l d w a t c h careful ly , 
h o l d i n g her g r o u n d u n t i l the last m o m e n t before she 
was to be grabbed . W h e n e v e r w e d i d catch her, she 
f o u g h t w i t h h u g e s t rength . 

O u r i n i t i a l exc i tement a b o u t r e c e i v i n g the b i r d soon 
t u r n e d to concern as w e g r a p p l e d w i t h the s i m p l e 
logistics of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . A l l the p r i m a r y w i n g feathers, 
m a n y of the secondaries, a n d the ent i re t a i l were 
des troyed. A l t h o u g h the fa l con d i d hav e some f l i g h t , 
.she w o u l d n o t be able t o h u n t w i t h ag i l i ty . She c o u l d 

ot be released i m t i l she h a d n e w feathers. 

We suspected tha t th is f a l c o n m i g h t have to be h e l d for 
several m o n t h s i m t i l she m o l t e d a n d g r e w n e w feathers. 
This c o u l d be as late as January, 1996. K e e p i n g such a 
b i r d for tha t l o n g p o s e d t w o p r o b l e m s . First , w a s the 
p r o b l e m of f o o d . Peregrines have a s t r o n g preference for 
b i r d s , the i r n a t u r a l d ie t . W e scavenged chickens to feed 
her, b u t w e h a d to b u y t h e m . Th i s c o u l d get expensive! 
Secondly, a n d e v e n m o r e p r o b l e m a t i c , th is peregr ine 
c o u l d n ' t be k e p t i n a s t a n d a r d f l i g h t cage or she w o u l d 
be i n constant danger of re -bre ak i ng her feathers as she 
thrashed t o release herself , as she h a d d o n e i n the c o m 
cr ib . She w o u l d h a v e to be h o u s e d i n a r o o m to herself , 
w i t h p a d d e d w a l l s . A t a t i m e w h e n w e w e r e a l ready 
c r o w d e d w i t h pat ients , th i s w a s an u n a t t r a c t i v e 
s o l u t i o n . A l s o , the r i s k tha t th is s k i t t i s h b i r d m i g h t 
in jure herself or her feathers b y reac t ing t o h u m a n s w a s 
ever-present. 

Fitted for H e r W i n g s 

Seeking advice f r o m those m o r e exper ienced w i t h a 
p a r t i c u l a r species is a f a m i l i a r s trategy for rehabi l i ta tors . 
We cal led the M i n n e s o t a R a p t o r Center i n St. Paul . A f t e r 
a br ie f c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h L o r i M i l l e r at the Center, w e 
l e a m e d they m i g h t be able to " i m p " o u r b i r d , or replace 

^the d a m a g e d feathers w i t h in tac t ones. I m p i n g i n v o l v e s 
cu t t ing each d a m a g e d feather of f at the shaft . A n e w 
feather is t h e n sp l i ced o n t o the r e m a i n i n g shaft b y 
g l u i n g an inser t ins ide . Because w e h a d n o peregr ine 
feathers to use, th i s o b v i o u s l y w a s n ' t an o p t i o n for 
W i l d C a r e . The profess ionals at t h e R a p t o r Center, 

h o w e v e r , h a n d l e m a n y peregr ine falcons a n d h a d 
e n o u g h feathers o n h a n d to replace a l l of th is b i r d ' s 
des t royed feathers w i t h h e a l t h y ones. We sent a 
p h o t o g r a p h of th is f a l con to M i n n e s o t a to d e t e r m i n e 
w h e t h e r the damage w a s reparable . I t was . So the fa lcon 
f lew—^by a i r p l a n e — t o the Center for a " w i n g j o b . " 

I t seemed incredib le tha t such a process c o u l d be used 
to replace a l l the m a j o r f l i g h t feathers. L o r i a n d others at 
the Raptor Center i m p e d the b i r d a n d k e p t her for some 
weeks. They tested the s t rength of her feathers a n d 
f l i g h t capacity before s e n d i n g her back. O n July 27, the 
peregr ine flew b a c k — s t i l l v i a N o r t h w e s t — t o Kansas. 
The f o l l o w i n g e v e n i n g , M e l a n y S u t h e r l a n d a n d I d r o v e 
her to H u t c h i n s o n near the area w h e r e she was f i r s t 
f o u n d . A t 7:30 A.M . the next m o r n i n g , coffee m u g s i n 
h a n d , w e m e t J im a n d Mel issa Lacey f r o m The 
Hutchinson News at the D i l l o n N a t u r e Center. We t h e n 
caravaned the shor t distance to the release site, a p a r k 
jus t outs ide the c i t y l i m i t s . 

I t was a b e a u t i f u l , clear m o r n i n g . The g r o u p h i k e d i n t o 
the refuge area to a h i l l tha t l o o k e d o u t for mi les i n a l l 
d irect ions . There M e l a n y s l o w l y l i f t e d the l i d of the 
carrier, a n d w e a l l h e l d o u r breath . The fa l con peered 
o u t , paused for a f r a c t i o n of a second, a n d l i f t e d herself 
o u t of the carrier i n a t i g h t circle. She f l e w southwest 
w i t h t r e m e n d o u s speed. She f l e w , a n d she f lew. There 
was n o t h i n g to stop her a n d n o t h i n g to obscure o u r 
v i e w . We a l l w a t c h e d u n t i l she w a s j u s t a d o t i n the 
distance, at least a m i l e away, s t i l l f l y i n g . She never 
s toped. 

I t was one of the m o s t b e a u t i f u l a n d s ign i f i cant releases 
I 've ever seen. O n l y a h a n d f u l of us wi tnessed i t w h i c h 
is, I suppose, as the peregr ine p r e f e r r e d i t . -

. . — N a n c y S c h w a r t i n g 
• ' WfWCflre, W i n t e r 1995 

The above art ic le w a s sent to M a e Coover f r o m I r m a 
M o o n w h o is i n Texas for the w i n t e r . I r m a received i t 
f r o m a f r i e n d i n s o u t h Chicago. I r m a t h o u g h t th is art icle 
m i g h t be of interest to A u d u b o n readers. 

A c c o r d i n g to Webster's Dictionary i m p o r i g i n a l l y meant 
an o f f s p r i n g ; a m i s c h i e v o u s c h i l d , i t also means, " t o 
i m p l a n t , especially b y g r a f t i n g ; to repair (the w i n g or 
t a i l of a falcon) b y g r a f t i n g o n a feather or feathers; to 
f u r n i s h w i t h w i n g s ; to h e l p o u t b y a d d i n g , increasing, 
e n l a r g i n g , etc." 
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The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of each 
month, October through May, In the Meeting Room of the new Logan 
City Building, 255 N. Main. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. The BAS 
Planning Committee meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each 
month, September through May. Locations may change monthly. 
Check calendar page. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Conservation 
Education 
Membership 
Field Trips 
Newsletter 
Circulation 
Hospitality 
Hotline 

Trustees 
1994-97 

Robert Schmidt, 755-9262 
Barrie Gilbert, 752-0946 

Susan Drown, 752-3797 
Nick Strickland, 750-5035 
Jack Greene, 563-6816 
Alice Lindahl, 753-7744 
Bryan Dixon, 752-6830 
Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Susan Durham, 752-5637 
Tim & Jackie Henney, 755-6888 
Nancy Williams, 753-6268 

Bryan Dixon, 752-6830; Glen Gantz, 258-2748; 
Ted Evans, 753-2259; Jan Anderson, 752-2946 

1995-98 Suzanne Marychild, 755-5571; Peter Rubin; Allen 
Christensen, 258-5018 

1997-98 Jack Greene, 563-6816; Lois Olson, 752-9085 

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a 
subscription to The Stilt, as well as the Audubon magazine. The editor 
of The Stilt invites submissions of any kind, due on the 15th of each 
month. Send to 280 N. 300 E., Logan, UT 84321. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Application 

Yes, I 'd like to join. 
Please enroll me as a member of the national Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send A U D U B O N 
magazine and my membership card to the address below. 

My check for $20 is enclosed. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

C I T Y • STATE - Z I P -
Please make all checks payable to the National Audubon Society. 

Send this application and your check to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 

- . . ^ i ^ K P.O. Box 51001 • Boulder, CO 80322-1001 

, L O C A L C H A P T E R , 

Bridgerland Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 3501 
Logan, UT 84323-3501 

W-52 
Local Chapter Code 
7XCHA 

I 

Subscriptions to The Stilt are available to non-members for 
$5.00 per year. Call Susan Durham, 752-5637. Also, call 
Susan for new subscriptions or address changes. 


