
irded Out 
As ninth-graders f rom the South Cache Freshman Center, we 
had the opportunity to join the Bridgerland A u d u b o n Society 
for a f u n and exciting Saturday morning b i r d watch. 

O n November 1 we met w i t h Dr. Keith Archibald and many 
other members of the Audubon Society. We met at Fred 
Meyers at about 8:00 a.m. and about 8:30 all of us brill iant 
ninth-graders pi led into Dr. Archibald's car and began our 
Migration to our first destination. 

When we arrived at the Logan River Golf Course we all got 
out of our cars and before anyone could say anything we 
heard and saw our first b i rd of the day. A Ring-neck Pheasant. 
We were all pretty excited about that and we all headed d o w n 
the trai l to f i n d our next treasure, an Oriole's nest. We headed 
o n our way d o w n the path unt i l we stumbled upon a family 
of Black-capped Chickadees, a few Canada Geese, and a Red-
w i n g e d Blackbird. . . 

We all got back into our cars and flocked to our second site, 
H y r u m Dam, at about 9:00 a.m. As we arrived at the dam 
and pulled over to the side of the road to park, we noticed 
that i n a little tree there was a family of Gold Finches and on 
the side of the road were a few House Finches nibbling on 
some seeds. We walked to the top of the h i l l overlooking the 
dam and saw that there were over five different b i rd species 
just i n the water. A few of them included were the Western 

ebe, the Common Loon, and the American Coot. We also 
Spotted a Red-shafted Flicker flying past a couple of times. 

N o w , at last we made our way to the Logan Sewage Lagoons 
at about 10:30 where we saw that this was a pretty popular 
place for birds to hang out. Some of the lagoons were covered 

w i t h himdreds of different varieties of birds, such as the 
Common and Red Merganser, the Great Blue Heron, and a 
huge flock of mallards. Here we learned that the biggest way 
to tell the difference between gulls was i n their features. We 
learned that not all gulls around here are California.Gulls. We 
learned a new type of gu l l , the Ring-billed Gul l . 

We are glad that we could spend the morning w i t h the 
Bridgerland Audubon Society because n o w we have a greater 
appreciation and knowledge of the birds i n our community. 
We were amazed w i t h the abundance of birds. We identified 
over forty birds in all. By the end of the day we were all 
"birded out . " - , • 

. . Kelli Weese 
- , ., • Katie Jensen 

' , . ' Jesse Maughan 
. . , Justin Howel l 

• , \, ^ Joanna Swenson 
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February Calendar 
Meetings 
T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y 5, 6:00 p .m. Board of Trustees 
M o n t h l y P l a n n i n g Meetir\g. A t the h o m e of M a e a n d 
M e r v Coover , 435 C a n y o n R o a d , Providence . This 
m o n t h ' s m e e t i n g w i l l focus o n b u d g e t s a n d f u n d r a i s i n g . 
(Fun! ) D i n n e r p r o v i d e d . A l l A u d u b o n members are 
w e l c o m e to a t t e n d a n d share i n the discussions, b u t i f 
y o u d o n ' t u s u a l l y a t t e n d , please ca l l B r y a n i n advance, 
752-6830, so w e can p l a n the f o o d . 

T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y 12, 7:00 p .m. Teaming for 
W i l d l i f e w i l l be th i s m o n t h ' s February m e e t i n g of the 
B r i d g e r l a n d A u d u b o n at the L o g a n C i t y B u i l d i n g 255 
N o r t h M a i n . Jo in o u r guest speaker, Terry Messmer, as 
he explores the e n d o r s e m e n t for f u n d i n g w i l d l i f e 
diversity. ' 

T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y 19, 7:00 p .m. Conservat ion 
C o m m i t t e e M e e t i n g the t h i r d T h u r s d a y of each m o n t h 
i n R o o m 3 of the L o g a n L i b r a r y to discuss conservat ion 
pro jects . A l l m e m b e r s are i n v i t e d to par t i c ipate . 

F r i d a y - S u n d a y , M a y 1-3. A u d u b o n C o u n c i l of U t a h 
Retreat. H e l d t w i c e a year, the A u d u b o n C o u n c i l w i l l 
h o l d i ts n e x t retreat the w e e k e n d of M a y 1-3 at the L y t l e 
R a n c h w e s t o f St. George . Those of y o u w h o have been 
to the L y t l e R a n c h k n o w i t ' s a t r e m e n d o u s b i r d i n g spot , 
b e i n g s o u t h a n d l o w e l e v a t i o n e n o u g h to be the o n l y 
h o m e i n U t a h to a n u m b e r of species. C a m p i n g w i l l be 
avai lab le . Topics o f d i scuss ion w i l l i n c l u d e the State 
A u d u b o n Of f i ce , c o n s e r v a t i o n issues, a n d that 
R o a d r u n n e r s o m e b o d y saw scoot past at the last break. 
For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l B r y a n , 752-6830. 

Field Trips 
Friday, F e b r u a r y 13. C r o s s - C o u n t r y S k i i n g . 
C o n d i t i o n s w i l l d e t e r m i n e o u r d e s t i n a t i o n f o r a n i g h t of 
s i lver serenity. T h i s t r i p can serve beginners or 
e x p e r i e n c e d skiers. M e e t at 7:00 p m at the Forest Service 
B u i l d i n g at 1500 E. H w y 89. R e t u r n there a r o u n d 10 p m . 
C a l l R o n or W e n d y H e l l s t e m , 753-8750. 

Saturday, F e b r u a r y 21. W i l d l i f e on Cross C ountry 
S k i s ? P r o b a b l y n o t , b u t j o i n us ( o n skis) for a t r i p u p 
T e m p l e F o r k to w i t n e s s signs of w i n t e r w i l d l i f e . Be 
e x p e c t i n g d i p p e r s , k i n g f i s h e r s a n d w h o k n o w s w h a t 
v a r i e t y of m a m m a l s . M e e t at 8:00 a m at the Forest 
Service B u i l d i n g at 1500 E. H w y . 89, r e t u r n a r o u n d 12 
n o o n . C a l l R o n or W e n d y H e l l s t e m , 753-8750. 

Saturday, M a r c h 7. B a l d Eagles at W i l l a r d . A chance 
to see spectacular b i r d s of p r e y r o o s t i n g at W i l l a r d Bay 
State P a r k 10 mi les s o u t h of B r i g h a m Ci ty . The g r o u p 
w i l l t h e n t r a v e l to the W i l l a r d g r a v e l p i t a n d c l i m b u p a 
n a r r o w r a v i n e to a m o r e gent le r i d g e for a great v i e w of 
W i l l a r d C a n y o n a n d majestic r a p t o r s soar ing at eye 
leve l . W i l d f l o w e r s m a y be a d d i n g color a l o n g the way . 
The h i k e is s t r e n u o u s , so b r i n g g o o d boots , w a r m 

clothes a n d l u n c h . Leave at 10:00 a m f r o m the Fred 
M e y e r p a r k i n g l o t , r e t u r n b y late af ternoon. Cal l Jim 
Sinclair, 752-0061. 

Sa turday , M a r c h 21. A m a l g a Barrens. Perhaps more 
f a m o u s n o w t h a n ever, the Barrens are the site for t h e i i ] ^ ^ 
s h a l l o w p o n d s f u l l of tadpoles , aquatic invertebrates, 
a n d the a m a z i n g w a t e r f o w l that feed u p o n them. A n 
a d d e d h i g h l i g h t is t a k i n g the oppor t ion i ty to experience 
th is area n o w p r o p o s e d to be covered b y a m a n made 
reservoir. En joy the o w l s . S a n d h i l l Craness, and 
h u n d r e d s of d u c k s a n d shorebirds that m a y f i l l this 
area, weather p e r m i t t i n g . S p r i n g m i g r a t i o n wants you 
as a wi tness ! B r i n g y o u r b inoculars /scopes and meet at 
Fred M e y e r s p a r k i n g lo t b y 9:00 a m , r e t u r n at lunch. 
C a l l A l i c e L i n d a h l , 753-7744. 

Board Stuff (As o p p o s e d to bored s t i f f . . . ) 

BAS is governed by a Board of Trustees which (usually) 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The 
venue is always listed in the Calendar of this newsletter and 
varies depending on the issues to be discussed. Good 
camaraderie as we fight the forces of evil and save the world. 
All BAS members are invited, of course. 

M a e reports that , after yet another delay, the County 
C o u n c i l p lans to vo te o n the Draft Cache County 
C o u n t y w i d e C o m p r e h e n s i v e P l a n ( C C C P ) o n January 
27. M o s t of the C o u n c i l seems to s u p p o r t the effort, but 
a p p a r e n t l y one c o u n c i l m e m b e r w a n t s to include 
language " p r o t e c t i n g p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . " Fact is, 
the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l ready protects p r i v a t e proper ty 
r i g h t s far better t h a n Cache C o u n t y ever could . There is 
n o w better l anguage about n a t u r a l resources. We' l l 
have an u p d a t e at o u r next general meet ing. 

The C o n s e r v a t i o n C o m m i t t e e h a d its regular meeting 
the t h i r d T h u r s d a y of the m o n t h i n R o o m 3 of the 
L o g a n L i b r a r y at 7 p . m . B A S a n d W i l l o w Creek Ecology 
are p l a n n i n g a d e t a i l e d a n d fac tua l letter to the USPS 
about g r a z i n g a l l o t m e n t s i n the Bear River mountains. 
O n at least t w o a l l o t m e n t s ( S p a w n Creek and n o r t h 
f o r k of H i g h Creek) the cattle are dec imat ing the 
r i p a r i a n areas i n the summer . The required allotment 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s are e i ther n o t be ing w r i t t e n , or not 
b e i n g f o l l o w e d . L i v e s t o c k g r a z i n g on our national 
forests can be a g o o d m u l t i p l e use of publ ic resources, 
b u t a l l too o f t e n , the p e r m i t t e e shows w a n t o n 
disrespect for the l a n d , a n d w h a t w e get is a ruined 
ecology. U n d e r the guidance of Bruce Pendery, BAS is 
s t e p p i n g u p its i n v o l v e m e n t i n this issue. 

Suzanne M a r y c h i l d r e p o r t e d that plans for the Annual 
Banquet o n Tuesday, A p r i l 7, at the C o p p e r m i l l 
Restaurant , are m o v i n g a long . We've got some great 
mus ic l i n e d u p (the R o l l i n g Stones were busy, so w e ' r ^ f c 
p l a n n i n g o n the w o r l d f a m o u s Reluctants), there's an 
interes t ing speaker a n d as u s u a l our Conservat ion and 
E d u c a t i o n a w a r d s . 



Peter R u b e n v o l u n t e e r e d to set u p a d i s p l a y f o r B A S at 
the Banff F i l m Fest ival s h o w at U S U F e b r u a r y 17-18. I f 
y o u ' r e g o i n g a n d can h e l p o u t b e f o r e h a n d a n d at 

^ i n t e r m i s s i o n , ca l l Peter at 755-9333, or e - m a i l 
'pruben@cc .usu .edu . 

A s the U t a h Leg is la ture is n o w i n session, be o n the 
l o o k o u t f o r a n y m o v e m e n t to s t u d y the A m a l g a 
Barrens ye t a g a i n f o r a d a m . B A S has w o r k e d h a r d i n 
the past t o p r e v e n t such a tragic loss of hab i ta t a n d w i l l 
be m o u n t i n g another e f for t to persuade the legislators 
t h a t th i s w o u l d be a p o o r use of the state's resources. I f 
y o u care a b o u t th is u n i q u e hab i ta t a n d w a n t to be 
contac ted i f s o m e t h i n g breaks, leave y o u r n a m e , 
address , a n d e - m a i l at 752-6830. 

There is a l o t g o i n g o n , as y o u can see. I t ' s f u n to w o r k 
w i t h th i s g r o u p of d e d i c a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . I f th is is 
s o m e t h i n g y o u ' d l i k e t o h e l p w i t h , please ca l l a n y of 
the B o a r d m e m b e r s or j u s t come to a m e e t i n g ! 

- — Bryan Dixon, President 

C B C Gets Unusual 
Participants 
Serious c o l d . W e l l , serious c o l d a n d f o g . That ' s a g o o d 
w a y t o describe the b e g i n n i n g of 1997's a r m u a l 
C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t . ( A c t u a l l y , that 's a g o o d w a y to 

^describe a l m o s t every CBC!) 

Despi te b e i n g so close to C h r i s t m a s , w e h a d a r e c o r d 
n u m b e r o f b i r d e r s j o i n us , 62, f o r th i s , o u r 2 2 n d 
A n n u a l C B C , m a k i n g ours the strongest s u p p o r t CBC 
i n U t a h . For n e w c o m e r s , the C B C is d o n e each year a l l 
across the U n i t e d States to c o u n t every bird w i t h i n a 7.5 
m i l e r a d i u s of the s m a l l spot each year. B A S has 
records g o i n g back to 1976 w i t h as h i g h as 97 species 
seen i n t h a t one d a y (1983 a n d 1987) a n d as h i g h as 
23,610 i n d i v i d u a l b i r d s c o i m t e d . 

T h e d e t a i l e d n u m b e r s were : 
1997 1998 

T o t a l # species seen 91 91 
T o t a l # i n d i v i d u a l s 23,700 14,810 
# O b s e r v e r s 45 62 
# Part ies 17 23 
Par ty h o u r s b y f o o t / s k i 71 85 
P a r t y m i l e s b y f o o t / s k i 44 89 
P a r t y h o u r s b y car • ' 83 61 
P a r t y m i l e s b y car 566 801 

F o u r n e w species o n the CBS this year. A t the 
l u n c h t i m e c o m p i l a t i o n , R o n Ryel r e p o r t e d a female 
Eastern B l u e b i r d a n d a b o u t a d o z e n of us got to see i t 
t h a t a f t e r n o o n , w i t h f o l k s as far as Salt Lake c o m i n g u p 

Ao see i t the f o l l o w i n g w e e k , f o r i t was a second record 
for the state. G o o d eyes, R o n ! W i l d Turkeys have been 

' seen i n the area i n the past , b u t for the f i r s t t i m e , John 
Barnes w e n t to the e f for t of researching the h i s t o r y of 
the i r r e i n t r o d u c t i o n , w h i c h l e d to the c o n c l u s i o n tha t 

w e p r o b a b l y have a v iab le p o p u l a t i o n n o w , h a v i n g 
p r o b a b l y m o v e d i n f r o m s o u t h e r n I d a h o or Box Elder 
C o u n t y . That 's another b i r d for y o u r Cache C o u n t y 
ckeckl ist ! T h a n k s for a l l the w o r k , John. The Peregrine 
Falcon w a s seen b y several fo lks a r o u n d the t i m e of the 
count , a n d even p h o t o g r a p h e d f o r the loca l paper. 

I n table f o r m , here are some notable n u m b e r s : 

Record H i g h s 
1997 Previous Previous 

Species Record Record Record 
Year 

B l a c k - c r o w n e d N e w ! 
N i g h t H e r o n 

B l u e - w i n g e d Teal 1 N e w ! 
G a d w a l l 806 707 1991 
A m e r i c a n W i g e o n 244 199 1990 
Ring-necked D u c k 438 285 1994 
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 ( o n l y 

other 
record) 

Sharp- ta i led Grouse 19 9 1979 
W i l d T u r k e y 1 N e w ! 
Eastern B l u e b i r d 1 N e w ! 
V a r i e d T h r u s h 1 1 1979, 

' 1987 
Spot ted Towhee 32 30 1984 
Song S p a r r o w 185 127 1992 

Despi te these in te res t ing s ight ings a n d a respectable 
n u m b e r of species, 92, the t o t a l n u m b e r of b i r d s was 
d o w n b y 37%. M o s t of th is v o l u m e w a s accounted for 
b y f e w e r raptors ( d o w n 400), w a x w i n g s ( d o w n , 1,200), 
E u r o p e a n Starl ings ( d o w n 1,200, t h a n k goodness) . Red-
w i n g e d B lackbirds ( d o w n 1,000), a n d Rosy Finches 
( d o w n 2,300 f r o m last year ' s h i g h ) . 

We speculated tha t the l o w e r counts w e r e d u e to a 
decreased f o o d s u p p l y for the raptors (lots f e w e r mice 
r u n n i n g a r o i m d ) , l o w temperatures ( m i n u s 5 degrees F 
m i n i m u m o n the d a y of the c o u n t ) , a n d s n o w cover 
w h i c h p u s h e d g r o u n d feeders to w a r m e r cl imes. There 
w e r e a record n u m b e r of 17 species f o r w h i c h w e saw 
o n l y one i n d i v i d u a l . We t o t a l l y missed seeing B a m 
O w l s (after six last year) . Short-eared O w l s , a n d 
Cassin's Finches. O t h e r i n d i v i d u a l species n o t a b l y l o w 
i n c l u d e d C o m m o n Mergansers , R u d d y D u c k s , 
N o r t h e m H a r r i e r s , Red- ta i l ed H a w k s , R o u g h - l e g g e d -
H a w k s ( lowest ever) . Rock D o v e s , W e s t e m Screech 
O w l , Great H o m e d O w l , A m e r i c a n C r o w , Red-breasted 
N u t h a t c h , M a r s h W r e n , Cedar a n d B o h e m i a n 
W a x w i n g s , Pine Siskins, a n d A m e r i c a n Goldf inches . 

A n d t h e n , a h h h , there w a s the p o t l u c k . D a v e a n d 
Susan D r o w n o p e n e d u p the i r house for a r o w d y (by 
A u d u b o n standards) g r u b fest a n d c o m p i l a t i o n 
g a t h e r i n g ; w i t h some of the secrets w a i t i n g u n t i l the 
v e r y e n d ! I t w a s a g r a n d t i m e for e v e r y b o d y , w h e t h e r 
u p i n the m o u n t a i n s or o u t i n the m a r s h . Special thanks 
to those w h o h e l p e d o u t o n the count : 
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Candice A a r o e A n d r e w Guss ^ 
K e i t h a n d P a u l A r c h i b a l d Terry H a l l 
Bob A t w o o d R o n & W e n d y H e l l s t e m 
Jessie, John & Terry Barnes D a w n H o l z e r 
E l l e n Barr Joane H u g h e s 
M i k e Becker D i c k & Janet H u r r e n 
P a u l Bemis I a n I r m o c e n t i 
E d d y B e r r y R e i n h a r d Jockel 
J i m B i l s k y L i z Josephson 

T o d d Black V _ C a i t l i n L a u g h l i n • 
G o r d o n B o s w o r t h A l i c e L i n d a h l 
B r i a n B u m s M e r r i l y n e L u n d a h l 
A l l e n & G a i l Chr i s tensen B i l l & Jane M a s s l i c h 
B r y a n D i x o n A n n M u l l 
D a v i d & Susan D r o w n B m c e P e n d e r y 
J o h n EUerbeck K a y o Robertson 
Barbara Ferris L a r r y R y e l 
K i t F l a n n e r y R o n Ryel 
A l F o r s y t h F r a n k S m i t h ? 
J i m F r y Jeff S m i t h 
J i m Gessaman B r i a n S p a c k m a n 
Jake G i b s o n Just in Stanger 
C. V a l G r a n t A l i c e Stokes 
Jack Greene K i m S u l l i v a n 

P a u l U s t a c h 

I t ' s also i n t e r e s t i n g to note the results f r o m other CBC's 
i n U t a h . T h i s year, the CBC i n Z i o n f o u n d 80 species; i n 
P r o v o , 97 species; i n St. George, 98 species; a n d i n Bear 
L a k e , 38 species ( f i rs t c o u n t f o r Bear Lake) . 

E v e r y o n e is i n v i t e d t o j o i n us next year ; w h e t h e r y o u ' r e 
a p r o f i c i e n t b i r d e r or n o t . (Beginners , after a l l , o f t e n see 
the m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g species!) D a t a f o r the L o g a n 
C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t s back to 1976 are n o w avai lable 
o n a M i c r o s o f t Access database for those w h o w o u l d 
l i k e a c o p y i n electronic f o r m . A p a p e r c o p y of the totals 
is also avai lable . Send a SASE ( w i t h t w o stamps) to 
BAS, P.O. Box 3501, L o g a n , U T 84323-3501. For m o r e 
lies a n d stories ca l l K e i t h A r c h i b a l d , 752-8258 or B r y a n 
D i x o n , 752-6830. 

Audubon Member Honored 
F Y I : A u d u b o n Secretary, W e n d y H e l l s t e m , w i l l be 
presented the O u t s t a n d i n g E l e m e n t a r y E d u c a t i o n 
Teacher of the Year A w a r d b y the U t a h Science 
Teacher's A s s o c i a t i o n at the i r a n n u a l conference 
January 24,1998. W e n d y teaches 5 t h grade at 
Greenevi l le E l e m e n t a r y i n N o r t h L o g a n . H e r ; 
n o t e w o r t h y c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n c l u d e : es tabl i sh ing the 
school 's O u t d o o r C l a s s r o o m , b e i n g n a m e d to the 
N a t i o n a l A d v i s o r y B o a r d f o r C o r n e l l Lab of 
O r n i t h o l o g y , c rea t in g the C h r i s t m a s w r a p p i n g p a p e r 
r e c y c l i n g contest , w r i t i n g successful grants f o r 
e q u i p m e n t , c rea t ing the F a m i l y Backpack Science 
P r o g r a m , presentat ions at State a n d N a t i o n a l 
Conferences, assist ing c u r r i c u l u m d e v e l o p m e n t f o r 
C l a s s r o o m FeederWatch, a n d d i r e c t i n g S u m m e r N a t u r e 
C a m p s , to n a m e a few. , 

State Office for Audubon 
in Utah 
A t the January m e e t i n g of the A u d u b o n C o u n c i l , i t was 
d e c i d e d t o p u r s u e the es tabl i shment of a state office iord 
A u d u b o n i n U t a h . The R o c k y M o u n t a i n Regional " 
Off ice i n B o u l d e r has been d i s s o l v e d as N a t i o n a l 
A u d u b o n pushes loca l chapters to f o r m offices at the 
state l eve l t o coord ina te issues, p r o v i d e assistance to 
loca l chapters a n d p r o v i d e the l i a i s o n b e t w e e n N A S 
a n d the chapters . 

The idea f o r a state off ice i n U t a h w a s f i r s t proposed at 
the C o u n c i l m e e t i n g i n September 1996, a n d a l l w h o 
a t tended expressed a n interest i n such an office, b u t 
serious reservat ions a b o u t w h e t h e r w e c o u l d muster 
the a d d i t i o n a l v o l u n t e e r s to organize , f i m d a n d 
p r o v i d e o v e r s i g h t of such a state off ice. I t just seems so 
h a r d t o get e n o u g h v o l u n t e e r s f o r loca l activit ies 
somet imes ! 

Nevertheless , an off ice at the state l eve l c o u l d provide 
a presence f o r A u d u b o n i n U t a h tha t n o n e of the 
i n d i v i d u a l chapters can a c c o m p l i s h alone. W h i l e the 
A u d u b o n C o u n c i l a l ready exists a n d directs its lobbyist 
t o w o r k w i t h the Legis la ture , the C o u n c i l is composed 
of the same vo lunteers t h a t w o r k i n the local chapters. 
W h a t ' s needed is a p e r m a n e n t a n d r e g u l a r l y staffed 
off ice w i t h p a i d professionals to p r o v i d e the 
permanence of presence for anyone i n the state w h o 
wishes to contact A u d u b o n d u r i n g the w e e k a n d g 
w h i c h can w o r k f u l l t i m e o n f u n d i n g , educat ion and \ 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues. 

This is a c h a l l e n g i n g task, b u t n o t imposs ib le . First 
there is the o r g a n i z a t i o n of a state office (purpose, 
s t ructure , g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e s , etc.). T h e n , f u n d i n g must 
be secured to get i t off the g r o u n d a n d keep i t running . 
N A S is w i l l i n g to c o n t r i b u t e u p to $75,000 per year for 
the f i r s t couple of years, b u t t h e n i t ' s u p to us. 
Theoret ical ly , f u n d i n g can be secured w h i c h w o n ' t 
threaten loca l f u n d - r a i s i n g ef forts , a n d ind eed , could 
a u g m e n t loca l efforts . But , can w e c o n t r o l our o w n 
bureaucracy to ensure that these f u n d s for local 
chapters are a h i g h p r i o r i t y ? O n l y t i m e a n d our 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i l l t e l l . 

The c o o r d i n a t o r f o r th is e f f o r t w i l l be Wayne 
M a r t i n s o n , w h o is a l ready a N A S e m p l o y e e charged 
w i t h overseeing A u d u b o n ' s interests i n wet lands i n 
U t a h . H e has served as o u r l o b b y i s t i n the past, and is 
q u i t e s a v v y a b o u t U t a h po l i t i c s a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
forces. Each chapter needs to f i n d one or t w o people 
w h o can w o r k w i t h W a y n e to m a k e this office a reality 
A t the present there are 14 state offices i n A K , C A , FL, 
N M , M T , N E , N M , N Y , N C , N D , PA, TX, VT, and W A , 
so there are lots of precedents a n d fo lks w h o have 
a l ready d o n e i t . ^ 

I f this is s o m e t h i n g y o u ' d be interested i n , please 
contact B r y a n D i x o n , 752-6830, f o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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News from the Allen & Alice 
Stokes Nature Center in 
|Logan Canyon 
December at the N a t u r e Center w a s p r i m a r i l y a t i m e 
for p l a n n i n g a n d re f lec t ion . We h o s t e d one school 
g r o u p v i s i t ear ly i n the m o n t h a n d t w o Sa turday 
programs. The f i r s t S a t u r d a y p r o g r a m w a s o n 
avalanche safety a n d the second w a s de s i gne d as a 
" k i d s o n l y " d a y ( w h i l e parents d i d the last m i n u t e 
h o l i d a y errands) , w h e r e the y l earned a b o u t dress ing f o r 
w i n t e r a n d p u t together a w i n t e r emergency packet . 
The f i rs t January p r o g r a m o n s n o w w a s w e l l a t t ended 
as was the second " s n o w e c o l o g y " p r o g r a m . Because 
w e re ly o n v o l u n t e e r s f o r m o s t of o u r presentat ions , 
each Saturday p r o g r a m w i l l p r o v i d e a d i f f e r e n t 
perspective o n the m o n t h ' s t h e m e . / f 

The February t h e m e is " A n i m a l Tracks and S i g n " a n d 
progams w i l l be h e l d o n F e b r u a r y 14 a n d 28 f r o m 9:00 -
3:00. O u r p r o g r a m w i l l start at the n a t u r e center w i t h 
an i n t r o d u c t i o n to a n i m a l tracks a n d other s ign . We w i l l 
then j o u r n e y o u t i n t o the s n o w to l o o k for a n d f o l l o w 
tracks. For the second p a r t of the p r o g r a m there w i l l be 
t w o o p t i o n s — o n e g r o u p w i l l stay close to the n a t u r e 
center a n d l o o k f o r s i g n a l o n g the L o g a n River w h i l e a 
second g r o u p w i l l t r a v e l far ther u p the c a n y o n . A $5.00 
per person fee is requested for th is p r o g r a m . Please ca l l 
755-3239 i f y o u have quest ions . Space i n these p r o g a m s 

\l be l i m i t e d . 

O u r p r o g r a m themes f o r school class vis i ts are " A n i m a l 
Tracks a n d S i g n " J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y ) , "Rocks , Fossils 
a n d D i r t " ( M a r c h ) , a n d " W a t e r s h e d s " ( A p r i l ) . 
We c o n t i n u e t o succeed because of the excellent p o o l o f 
volunteers w e have . Please g i v e us a ca l l at 755-3239 i f 
y o u are interested i n v o l u n t e e r i n g , have i tems y o u 
w o u l d l i k e to donate , or are interested i n r e c e i v i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n h o w t o become a N a t u r e Center 
member . A p r e v i e w of o u r s u m m e r p r o g r a m s w i l l 
appear i n the n e x t newslet ter . 

— Sharon Ohlhorst 

CONSERVATION ISSUES 
More on the Barrens Meeting 
A s B r y a n D i x o n r e p o r t e d i n the last Stilt, B r i d g e r l a n d 
A u d u b o n sponsored a h i g h l y successful p u b l i c m e e t i n g 
o n December 16 w h e r e the p r o p o s e d A m a l g a Barrens 
D a m w a s discussed. T h i s art ic le f o l l o w s u p o n Bryan 's 
article a n d suggests w a y s y o u can express y o u r o p i n i o n 
o n the project . 

The m e e t i n g w a s i n S m i t h f i e l d at the Sunrise 
E l e m e n t a r y School . T h a t l o c a t i o n was n o t chosen b y 
de fau l t ; w e w a n t e d to hav e the m e e t i n g near the d a m 
site a n d near the h o m e s of the p e o p l e m o s t d i r e c t l y 
affected b y the pro ject . T h a t t u r n e d o u t to be a g o o d 
choice; I es t imate at least a t h i r d of the ne ar l y 100 

p e o p l e w h o a t tended the m e e t i n g w e r e residents of 
the A m a l g a area, i n c l u d i n g m a n y farmers . There were 
also m a n y BAS m e m b e r s a n d loca l p o l i t i c i a n s i n 
attendance. 

The f o r m a t of the m e e t i n g w a s to a l l o w a p a n e l of 
experts o n the d a m to p r o v i d e a br ie f presenta t ion o n 
the i r area of expertise, f o l l o w e d b y quest ions to the 
p a n e l f r o m the audience. B r y a n served as m o d e r a t o r 
a n d d i d a great job of k e e p i n g the m e e t i n g m o v i n g 
a l o n g , as w e l l as a s k i n g some quest ions that audience 
m e m b e r s d i d n o t w a n t to ask themselves , or that B A S 
especial ly w a n t e d asked a n d a n s w e r e d . 

The p a n e l w a s c o m p o s e d of Senator John H o l m g r e n 
( p r i m a r y p r o p o n e n t of the pro jec t ) , D e n n i s S t rong 
(represent ing the D i v i s i o n of Water Resources w h i c h 
w o u l d b u i l d the pro ject ) , A l i c e L i n d a h l ( represent ing 
o u r c o n c e r n s — w i l d l i f e a n d ecological i n t e g r i t y ) . Jay 
Bagley ( p r o v i d i n g perspect ives o n w a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n general , especially the n e e d f o r r a t i o n a l economic 
analysis) , John W o o d ( m a y o r of A m a l g a ) , a n d C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l o r L a r r y A n d h e r ( represent ing Cache C o i m t y ) . 
Senator H o l m g r e n a n d M r . S t rong bore the b r u n t of 
the quest ions a n d genera l ly t l i e i r responses c o n f i r m e d 
w h a t w e suspected—they rea l ly have n o g o o d reason 
f o r w a n t i n g to b u i l d th i s pro ject a n d have f a i l e d to 
consider the m a n y , m a n y reasons n o t to b u i l d the 
project . 

The m o s t d a m i n g (this is a f a m i l y p u b l i c a t i o n ) 
ques t ion a n d response, i n m y o p i n i o n , w a s posed b y 
B A S m e m b e r R o n Ryel . Based o n h is expertise a n d 
persona l experience as an e n v i r o n m e n t a l consul tant , 
he p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the loss of p l a y a - t y p e w e t l a n d s , ^ 
w h i c h are w h a t exists at the Barrens, cannot be 
m i t i g a t e d . I f loss of these w e t l a n d s can' t be m i t i g a t e d , 
t h e n i t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t , a n d p r o b a b l y imposs ib le , fo r 
the p r o p o n e n t s of the project t o get a w e t l a n d s 
" d r e d g e a n d f i l l " (404) p e r m i t . A n d w i t h o u t that , the 
project cannot proceed. So w h y s p e n d m i l l i o n s 
s t u d y i n g the project i f i t can't , i n the e n d , be b u i l t 
a n y w a y ? I n other w o r d s , s h o u l d n ' t the e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
feas ib i l i ty a n d costs be cons idered o n the " f r o n t e n d " 
ra ther t h a n as an after t h o u g h t ? Senator H o l m g r e n 
a n d M r . S t rong h a d n o credible answer to tha t 
ques t ion . A n d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Senator's case, I 
bel ieve the lack of a credible answer is i n d i c a t i v e of a 
dec is ion to b u i l d h a v i n g a lready been m a d e , 
regardless of the e n v i r o n m e n t a l consequences. 

There w e r e m a n y other re levant quest ions posed b u t 
a n s w e r e d w i t h l i t t l e or n o substance b y the 
p r o p o n e n t s of the d a m . John Carter p o i n t e d o u t that i f 
increas ing w a t e r storage is the goal , n o t to m e n t i o n 
i m p r o v i n g w a t e r q u a l i t y , w h y n o t focus o n e n s u r i n g 
that the w a t e r s h e d is i n h e a l t h y c o n d i t i o n rather t h a n 
u s i n g technologica l fixes such as d a m s tha t o n l y treat 
s y m p t o m s . A h e a l t h y w a t e r s h e d w o u l d act as b o t h a 
sponge r e t a i n i n g m o r e w a t e r a n d as a w a t e r p u r i f i e r . 
M a n y residents a n d farmers of the A m a l g a area 



c o n t r a d i c t e d M a y o r W o o d ' s assert ion that p u b l i c 
s e n t i m e n t i n the A m a l g a area is s p l i t i n t h i r d s a m o n g 
those s u p p o r t i n g , o p p o s i n g , a n d u n d e c i d e d a b o u t the 
pro ject . I n fact, a b o u t the o n l y p r o p o n e n t s of the project 
seemed t o be several of the p a n e l m e m b e r s a n d F r a n k 
N i s h i g u c h i , of the Box E lder C o u n t y Water 
C o n s e r v a n c y D i s t r i c t . I n the e n d , BAS's f u n d a m e n t a l 
q u e s t i o n r e g a r d i n g the p r o p o s a l — " w h a t has changed 
since the ear ly 1990's w h e n this d a m w a s f i r s t 
p r o p o s e d a n d rejected that w o u l d m a k e this project less 
ob ject ionable n o w ? " — h a d to answer w i t h a r e s o u n d i n g 
" N O T H I N G . " 

G i v e n tha t answer, the q u e s t i o n n o w becomes h o w can 
B A S m e m b e r s get i n v o l v e d i n defea t ing the project . 
H e r e are some suggestions. C a l l B r y a n D i x o n (752-
6830). We w i l l c o n t i n u e to be i n v o l v e d i n the project 
a n d can g i v e y o u ideas o n w a y s to become i n v o l v e d . 
W e are c e r t a i n l y also o p e n to suggestions o n w h a t 
needs t o be d o n e next ; creative ideas are a l w a y s 
w e l c o m e . Y o u s h o u l d also express y o u r o p i n i o n to y o u r 
representat ives . H e r e are the addresses of Cache Val ley 
legis la tors : Rep. E v a n Olsen (2009 S. 3200 W . Rt. 1 , 
Y o u n g W a r d 84339), Rep. Fred H u n s a k e r (1190 N . 1700 
E., L o g a n 84321), Sen. John H o l l m g r e n (4570 W . 5400 
N . , F O Box 208, Bear R i v e r 844301), Sen. L y l e H i l l y a r d 
(175 E. 100 N . , L o g a n 84321). 

Since the leg is la t ive session w i l l be i n session b y the ' 
t i m e y o u r e a d th i s , a m o r e ef f ic ient ( a n d p r o b a b l y 
ef fect ive) w a y t o contact y o u r representat ive w o u l d be 
b y e - m a i l a n d the i n t e r n e t . Y o u can get legis lators ' 
h o m e , off ice , fax, a n d e - m a i l addresses of f of the w e b : 
http : / /www . le .s tate .ut .us/ legs.htm. Y o u can also get 
c o m m i t t e e rosters a n d agendas of f of the w e b (the 
H o u s e N a t u r a l Resources, A g r i c u l t u r e a n d 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e a n d Senate Energy 
N a t u r a l Resources a n d A g r i c u l t u r e C o m m i t t e e w i l l be 
the c o m m i t t e e s i n i t i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g a n y b i l l ) : 
http : / /www . le .s tate .ut .us/ legcom.htm. There is also a 
w e b page for the state legis la ture w h e r e y o u can 
m o n i t o r act iv i t ies : http : / /www . le .state .ut .us/ . 

Fina l ly , I w a n t t o t h a n k the m a n y vo lunteers w h o m a d e 
the Barrens m e e t i n g a h u g e success: B r y a n D i x o n 
( m o d e r a t o r a n d p r i m a r y organizer of the m e e t i n g ) , 
Rosie M u e g g l e r (a l l r o u n d h e l p ) . Jack Greene (a l l r o u n d 
h e l p ) , A l i c e L i n d a h l (panel i s t—i .e . , o n the h o t seat), 
W a y n e M a r t i n s o n ( A u d u b o n w e t l a n d s c o o r d i n a t o r ) , 
D o n M c l v o r (a l l r o u n d h e l p ) , A n n O ' C o n n e l l ( A u d u b o n 
l o b b y i s t ) , M a r y Piette ( u n b e l i e v a b l y effect ive p u b l i c i t y ) , 
a n d T i m Wagner (a l l r o u n d h e l p ) . I have p r o b a b l y 
f o r g o t t e n some p e o p l e b y n a m e , b u t be assured, w e 
t h a n k y o u . We m u s t also t h a n k N a n c y Barte l t , P r i n c i p a l 
of the Sunrise E l e m e n t a r y School , w h o n o t o n l y 
a l l o w e d us to use the school , b u t also saved us m o n e y 
b y p e r s o n a l l y c o m i n g to the m e e t i n g so that a j a n i t o r 
d i d n o t have to be p a i d to supervise the event . 

A n d perhaps , i f they c o u l d , the d iverse b i r d l i f e at the 
Barrens w o u l d t h a n k us f o r w o r k i n g to m a k e sure they 
w i l l c o n t i n u e to have a place to l ive . „ „ , 

^ — Bnice Pendery 

New Members 
L a r r y A n d h e r 
G l e n n E B a y f i e l d ' 
A n n e D B r o w n 
M i c h a e l F B u t k u s 
J M i c h a e l H u d s o n 
A z i e e Jenson 
M i c a h N i e l s e n 
T i m R R e n s e m a r ' 
A n d r i a Stark 

Renewing Members 
R K A r c h i b a l d 
Robert A t w o o d 
D i a n e B a u m 
D i a n e Behl ' ' 
Eric R C a n n o n 
N o r b e r t V D e b y l e 
G a i l D u e r i n g 
Barbara S H a l e 
R M & M R H o l d r e d g e , 
D a w n H o l z e r 
Rebecca H u f f m a n 
Joyce K i n k e a d & D a v i d L a n c y 
K a r e n E K r o g h 
D a v i d & K i m L e w i s 
John M N e u h o l d 
Robert H Peterson , ; -
John R Ream, Jr 
Sandra M Rober tson 
A l i s o n T h o r n e 
M a u r e e n Wagner 
D i a n a F W i t t k o p f V~ 

Duck's Surprise! 
I n 1997 o u r daughter , A r i s a n d her h u s b a n d , M i c h a e l 
b u i l t a post a n d b e a m house , s i m i l a r t o ours , o n a 10 
acre parce l of l a n d near K e n t , W a s h i n g t o n . O n e of the 
events associated w i t h the i r c o n s t r u c t i o n project h a d to 
d o w i t h ducks . We w a n t to share a p o r t i o n of their 1997 
Chr i s tmas letter w i t h o u r f r i e n d s i n BAS. 

" W e m o v e d o u t of o u r o l d h o m e i n A p r i l of this year. 
The couple w h o b o u g h t the h o m e i n Ju ly of 1996 were 
k i n d e n o u g h t o rent i t back to us for a l m o s t a y e a r A s i t 
w a s w e spent A p r i l - September l i v i n g i n a 30' f i f t h 
w h e e l ( o n o u r p r o p e r t y ) w h i l e the house w a s b e i n g 
b u i l t . I f t h e y h a d n o t been so generous w e c o u l d have 
spent over a year i n the RV. The t h o u g h t of s p e n d i n g a 
year p a c k e d i n t o a t ra i ler w i t h t w o dogs a n d a c a t . . . 
b r r r r r . 

" P r o b a b l y the m o s t u n f o r g e t t a b l e m o m e n t i n the RV I 
came one Wednesday m o r n i n g w h i l e M i c h a e l was o u t 
of t o w n . A r i s h a d j u s t s tepped o u t of the s h o w e r w h e n 
she h e a r d a h i g h p i t c h e d w h i n e c o m i n g f r o m outs ide 
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the trailer a n d i t w a s c lear ly g e t t i n g closer b y the 
minute . S u d d e n l y there w a s a series of v e r y l o u d t h u d s 
as someth ing v e r y h e a v y fe l l o n the roof. Soaking w e t 
and i n a panic , A r i s w a s sure the tra i ler h a d been h i t b y 

I a U F O or s o m e t h i n g . T h e n came the s o u n d 
" Q U A C K , " " Q U A C K , " " Q U A C K . " Because the t o p of 
the RV has a g r a y rubber , h i g h l y ref lect ive roof, f i v e 
ducks dec ided i t l o o k e d l ike a p o n d a n d f i g u r e d i t 
w o u l d be a g o o d place to h a n g o u t for a w h i l e . For the 
first t ime i n her l i f e A r i s ac tua l ly considered t a k i n g u p 
duck h u n t i n g ! " 

: '; • — Mae & Merv Coover 

Sponsor a Classroom 
for Audubon Adventures 
BAS is c u r r e n t l y s p o n s o r i n g the Audubon Adventures 
magazine for 17 classrooms i n Cache V a l l e y This 
magazine focuses o n a v a r i e t y of na ture a n d w i l d l i f e 
themes a n d comes comple te w i t h a teacher's g u i d e . 
There are e ight issues each year a n d the cost is $35 per 
classroom. I f y o u ' d l i k e to sponsor a c lassroom, send a 
check for $35 to BAS, a n d note i f there is a p a r t i c u l a r 
class y o u ' d l i k e to sponsor. 

E-mail service provided by Digital Planet. Use the 
following addresses to contact your BAS leadership: 

stilt@digitalpia.net - for newsletter items 
audubon@digitalpla.net - for anything else 

Birds Seen on the 
"Birded Out" Trip 
Logan River Golf Course 
Ring-neck Pheasant 
B lack-b i l l ed M a g p i e . -
C a n a d a Goose 
M a l l a r d 
F a m i l y of C h i c k i d e e 
R i n g - b i l l e d G u l l " 
Red- ta i led H a w k 
C r o w \ 
R e d - w i n g e d B l a c k b i r d 

Hyrum Dam 
G o l d F inch 
C o m m o n L o o n 
A m e r i c a n C o o t 
Red-shafted FUcker 
Great Blue H e r r o n 
W e s t e m Grebe 
C l a r k s Grebe - ' 
P i e d - b i l l e d Grebe 
Green-head M a l l a r d 
G a d w a l l 
C o m m o n G o l d e n e y e 
H o u s e F i n c h 
Red-breasted Merganser 

Sewage Lagoons 
Rock P igeon or D o v e 
Great Blue H e r r o n 
G a d w a l l , 
Shovelers 
P i e d - b i l l e d Grebe 
R i n g - b i l l e d G u l l 
B u f f l e h e a d D u c k 
Red-breasted Merganser 
R i n g - n e c k e d D u c k 
F lock of M a l l a r d s 
Canvas Back 
R e d H e a d 
C o m m o n Merganser 
F lock of Canada Geese 

mmmmmtmi 
April 24-26,1998 

Hoquiam, Washington 
• The third annual Grays Harbor - 7 ^ " : ^ ^ — 

Shorebird Festival. Call or write for a brochure. 

Grays Harbor Audubon, P.O. Box 444, 
Montesano, W A 98563 

home page: httpV/www.wln.com/~dschwick 
email: dschwick(awln.com 

(360)495-3289 
1-800-303-8498 
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The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the first Thursday of each 
month, October through May, in the Meeting Room of the Logan City 
Building, 255 N. Main. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. The BAS Planning 
Committee meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month, 
September through May. The Conservation Committee will meet the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in Room 3 in Logan City Library. 
Locations may change monthly. Checl< calendar page. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Conservation 
Education 
Membership 
Field Trips 
Newsletter 
Circulation 
Hospitality 
Hotline 

Trustees 
1995-98 

Bryan Dixon, 752-6830 
Chris Wilson, 753-3769 
Wendy Hellstem, 753-8750 
Susan Drown, 752-3797 
Bruce Pendery, 792-4150 
Jack Greene, 563-6816 
Alice Lindahl, 753-7744 
Ron Hellstem, 753-8750 
Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Susan Durham, 752-5637 
Tim & Jackie Henney 755-6888 
Nancy Williams, 753-6268 

Suzanne Marychild, 755-5571; Peter Ruben, 797-
2490; Allen Christensen, 258-5018 

1996- 99 Jack Greene, 563-6816; Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Ron Hellstern, 753-8750 

1997- 20 Glen Gantz, 258-2748; Robert Schmidt, 755-9262 , 
Teri Peery, 753-3249; Mae Coover, 752-8871 

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a 
subscription to The Stilt, as well as the Audubon magazine. The editor 
of The Stilt invites submissions of any kind, due on the 15th of each 
month. Send to 280 N, 300 E., Logan, UT 84321. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER ' " 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Application 

Yes, I ' d like to j o i n . • • 
Please enroll me as a member of the national Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send A U D U B O N 
magazine and my membership card to the address below. 

M y check for $20 is enclosed. -

N A M E ^ 

A D D R E S S 

C I T Y S T A T E Z I P -

Please make all checks payable to the National Audubon Society. 

Send this application and your check to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 
P.O. Box 51001 • Boulder, C O 80322-1001 

. L O C A L C H A P T E R . 

Br idger land A u d u b o n Society 
P.O. Box 3501 
L o g a n , UT 8 4 3 2 3 - 3 5 0 1 

W-52 
Local Chapter Code 
7XCHA 

Subsc r i p t i ons to The Stilt are avai lable to n o n - m e m b e r s for 
$5 .00 per year. Cal l S u s a n Du rham, 752 -5637 . A l so , cal l 
S u s a n for new subscr ip t ions or address c h a n g e s . 


