
The Annual Fall Trip to Jackson 
Three years ago the K e r k m a n n f a m i l y was i n t r o d u c e d 
to the a n n u a l A u d u b o n t r i p to Jackson, to hear the e lk 
b u g l e . I t s tar ted o u t as j u s t a m o t h e r - d a u g h t e r t r i p . 
D a u g h t e r Jeanine ( n o w 17) has m a d e sure some f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s h a v e been represented ever since. 

T h i s year Jeanine w a s also i n v o l v e d w i t h Jack Greene's 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l g r o u p L E A F at L o g a n H i g h . The L E A F 
g r o u p h a d plans to use the A u d u b o n f a l l t r i p as a 
g r o u p retreat. T h u s Jeanine a r r a n g e d f o r several of her 
f r i e n d s to r i d e i n K e r k m a n n ' s t r u s t y o l d m i n i v a n . Jack 
canceled the o f f i c i a l L E A F t r i p the n i g h t before the 
p l a n n e d d e p a r t u r e , because the w e a t h e r r e p o r t h a d 
become increas ing ly o m i n o u s , the closer i t got t o 
d e p a r t u r e . Jack d i d n o t c o u n t o n the h a r d y K e r k m a n n 
b u n c h . T h e y re fused to cancel the t r i p a n d o n l y one of 
the o r i g i n a l v a n passengers b a c k e d o u t . H i s slot w a s 
q u i c k l y t a k e n b y one of Jeanine's bro thers , w h o h a d 
d e c i d e d at the last m o m e n t , tha t s k i p p i n g school w a s 
n o t such a b a d dea l . T h u s , after b e i n g a d v i s e d to b r i n g 
t h e r m a l u n d e r w e a r , w a r m coats a n d r a i n gear, every
b o d y proce e d e d as p l a n n e d . 

T h u r s d a y n i g h t w a s m a y h e m at the K e r k m a n n house, 
as p a r t i c i p a n t s d r o p p e d of f the i r gear a n d Barbara 
(moth e r of n o w three p a r t i c i p a n t s , des ignated d r i v e r 
a n d general ly cons idered to be cert i f iable) t r i e d to f i t 
e v e r y t h i n g i n t o the v a n (some overs ized packs f i n a l l y 
e n d e d u p s t r a p p e d to the r o o f rack) , w h i l e at the same 
t i m e h e l p i n g one son f i n i s h u p a t e r m paper. L o a d i n g 

proceeded u n t i l late that n i g h t , b u t the v a n r o l l e d o u t 
of the d r i v e w a y at 8:00 a .m. o n F r i d a y m o r n i n g , as 
p l a n n e d . Those g o i n g i n c l u d e d Barbara K e r k m a n n , her 
d a u g h t e r Jeanine, sons Joshua a n d Jonathan, a n d 
Jeanine's f r i e n d s , A n n a M a r s z a l , Brooks Jones a n d 
D a v e Roth . 

S h o r t l y after the i r a r r i v a l at the Gros Ventre C a m p 
g r o u n d , t rue to the weather r e p o r t , i t s tar ted to pour . 
A f t e r a shor t v i s i t at the Teton Science School a n d some 
t i m e spent at the M o o s e Vis i tors Center to let the w o r s t 
pass, the o r i g i n a l seven a n d Terry Barnes a n d her 
d a u g h t e r Jessie w e n t o n a br ie f h i k e a l o n g Jenny Lake. 
O n the i r r e t u r n to the c a m p g r o u n d they f o u n d that 
A l i c e Stokes' car h a d a r r i v e d w i t h A l i c e , R e i n h a r d 
Jockel, M a r j o r i e L e w i s a n d H e l e n . A f t e r d inner , Terry 
a n d R e i n h a r d h e l p e d the n e w arr iva ls get set u p , w h i l e 
Barbara t o o k the teenagers to Jackson to check o u t the 

t o w n . _ Continued on page 3 
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November Calendar 
Meetings 
Tuesday, N o v e m b e r 3, 7:00 a . m . , First Forest Breakfast 
Jo in o ther c i t izens i n the f i r s t of a regular series of 
breakfast meet ings t o discuss concerns a n d issues o n 
the Wasatch-Cache N a t i o n a l Forest. The L o g a n D i s t r i c t 
Ranger w i l l be there, as w i l l representatives f r o m other 
c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s . A n y o n e is w e l c o m e a n d a n y top ic 
is fa i r game. The h o p e is to increase the exchange of 
ideas b e t w e e n the c o n s e r v a t i o n c o m m u n i t y a n d the 
f edera l agency w h i c h manages some of the m o s t 
b e a u t i f u l l a n d i n U t a h . This f i r s t m e e t i n g w i l l be at JB's 
Restaurant , 461 N o r t h M a i n . C o m e ear ly i f y o u l i k e ; • 
breakfast o n y o u r o w n . 

T h u r s d a y , N o v e m b e r 12, 5:30 p .m. Board of Trustees 
M e e t i n g , at the L o g a n C i t y H a l l m e e t i n g r o o m , 255 
N o r t h M a i n . A l l B A S m e m b e r s are i n v i t e d to j o i n us as 
w e r e v i e w projects, p r i o r i t i e s a n d issues. 

T hursday , N o v e m b e r 12, 7:00 p .m. G e n e r a l Meet ing, 
at the L o g a n C i t y H a l l m e e t i n g r o o m , 255 N . M a i n . D r . 
Barre Toe lken w i l l speak o n " A m e r i c a n I n d i a n Science: 
Discover ies i n the L a b o r a t o r y of N a t u r e . " There w e r e 
m a n y discoveries m a d e b y A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s — a b o u t 
m e d i c i n e s , f o o d , geography, e t c . — w h i c h w e r e n o t 
i n t u i t i v e . H o w d i d the i r i n v e s t i g a t i v e process d i f f e r 
f r o m t o d a y ' s "sc ient i f i c m e t h o d ? " The p u b l i c is i n v i t e d 
a n d re f reshments w i l l f o l l o w the speaker 's 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

Field Trips 
A l l B A S t r i p s are o p e n to the p u b l i c . For m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , ca l l the t r i p leader l i s t ed at the e n d of each 
d e s c r i p t i o n . 

Saturday, N o v e m b e r 7, 9:00 a.m. T h e Ooze- to-Rocks 
T h i n g : A look at the geology of Cache Val ley and the 
Bear R i v e r Range and h o w it w a s formed. A n e w f i e l d 
t r i p for us to explore w h a t the rocks t e l l us about the 
l a n d w e l i v e o n . W e ' l l v i s i t the m o u t h of L o g a n C a n y o n 
to l o o k at h o w i t m i g h t have f o r m e d a n d see h o w the 
ancient Lake B o n n e v i l l e c o n t r i b u t e d to the t o p o g r a p h y 
of the benches a n d " T h e I s l a n d " i n L o g a n . T h e n i t ' s o n 
t o Green C a n y o n to search the h i s tor i c Temple q u a r r y 
site, f r o m w h i c h came the stone for the L o g a n Temple 
a n d Tabernacle. I f y o u can i m a g i n e the ooze w h i c h 
created these rocks a n d w h a t m i g h t hav e h a p p e n e d to 
i t , y o u ' r e o n y o u r w a y to b e c o m i n g a ce r t i f i e d geo logy 
enthusiast ! I f n o t , w e l l , w e ' l l h e l p (geologists have 
w o n d e r f u l i m a g i n a t i o n s ) . B r i n g w a r m clothes a n d meet 
at the USFS office at 1500 East H w y 89; w e ' l l r e t u r n b y 
12:30 p . m . E v e r y o n e is w e l c o m e . For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , 
cal l J im Evans or Suzanne Janecke, 752-3578. 

Saturday, N o v e m b e r 21. Pre-winter B i r d i n g for 
H a w k s and T h i n g s . M e e t at 8:30 a .m. at the p a r k i n g 
l o t n o r t h of S t raw Ib is (150 N o r t h 50 East i n L o g a n ) . 

W e ' l l h e a d o u t i n the v a l l e y searching for late migrat ing 
w a t e r f o w l o n the reservoirs a n d h a w k s h u n t i n g the 
f ie lds . We m i g h t f i n d a shor t t r a i l a l o n g the Bear River 
to search for those e lus ive " d i c k e y b i r d s . " We should 
see F e r r u g i n o u s as w e l l as R o u g h - l e g g e d H a w k s , and, 
w h o k n o w s , w e c o u l d see loons a n d an O l d squaw or 
scoter is n o t i m p o s s i b l e ! B e g i n n i n g b i r d e r s welcome - a 
great w a y t o start y o u Cache Val ley B i r d Lis t . W e ' l l 
r e t u r n a r o i m d l u n c h t i m e - unless w e f i n d Gyrfalcons 
that is. For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l B r y a n D i x o n , 752-
6830. 

Christmas Bird Count Alert! 
M a r k y o u r calendar f o r Saturday, December 19, for 
BAS's 22nd A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t — t h e 99th 
year f o r the c o u n t i n the U n i t e d States. The CBC is 
c o n d u c t e d every year i n the same 15 m i l e diameter 
c o u n t areas. C o m p i l a t i o n s are sent to a central database 
a n d an a n n u a l r e p o r t is p u b l i s h e d to describe trends i n 
b i r d p o p u l a t i o n s . We p u t o v e r a d o z e n teams i n an area 
centered a r o u n d H y d e Park , a n d manage almost every 
year t o f i n d 90+ species ( t h o u g h w e ' v e never broken 
100). I t ' s a w o n d e r f u l a n d f u n - f i l l e d w a y to spend a 
w i n t e r ' s d a y for b i r d e r s of a l l levels of s k i l l . A f t e r 
t r o m p i n g a r o i m d i n the s n o w y f ie lds a l l day, w e meet 
that e v e n i n g at someone's (heated) h o m e for a po t luck 
supper a n d reports f r o m each team. I f w e ' r e lucky, 
someone's seen s o m e t h i n g rea l ly u n u s u a l w h i c h w e 
argue about , b u t t h e n race o u t to see the next day. I f 
y o u ' r e interested i n l e a d i n g or p a r t i c i p a t i n g o n a team 
this year, contact K e i t h A r c h i b a l d , 752-8258. Cost is $5 
per p e r s o n to cover n a t i o n a l c o m p i l a t i o n costs. 

Join the E-mail Alert 
for Information on 
Conservation, Outings 
G o t an e - m a i l address? W o u l d y o u l i k e t o be i n f o r m e d 
of A u d u b o n issues a n d out ings? We d o n ' t share these 
addresses w i t h a n y other o r g a n i z a t i o n ; a l l notices are 
sent o u t b y a loca l B A S representat ive . Send an e-mail 
to a u d u b o n @ d i g i t a l p l a , n e t w i t h the w o r d s 
" c o n s e r v a t i o n " or " o u t i n g s " (or b o t h ) i n the subject 
f i e l d . 

Bird Seed 
B i r d seed is s t i l l avai lable . Get i t at Simrise 
Cyclery , 138 N o r t h 100 East, L o g a n , wh ere 
50 p o u n d bags sell f o r $16. Too h e a v y to l i f t 
or d o n ' t have the means to p i c k i t up? N o 
p r o b l e m . C a l l 563-6816 to m a k e arrange
ments for free d e l i v e r y ! 
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Sa turday w a s the d a y f o r the m a i n events. A f t e r 
breakfast the w h o l e g r o u p r e t u r n e d to the Jenny Lake 
t r a i l to h i k e i n earnest - th is t i m e a l l the w a y t o the 
H i d d e n Falls. A l i c e a n d M a r j o r i e j u s t came p a r t of the 
w a y , t h e n t u r n e d a r o u n d . R e i n h a r d , Terry a n d Barbara 
t o o k the i r t i m e g e t t i n g to the d e s t i n a t i o n , l o o k i n g at a 
h a i r y w o o d p e c k e r u p close, w a t c h i n g some B r o w n 
Creepers a n d genera l ly s t o p p i n g f r e q u e n t l y l i s t e n i n g to 
b i r d s or s t u d y i n g tracks i n the m u d d y t r a i l or p lants 
a l o n g the w a y s i d e . Re inhard ' s encyclopedic k n o w l e d g e 
of a l l three m a d e this h i k e v e r y enjoyable. The 
teenagers q u i c k l y became i m p a t i e n t w i t h the s l o w 
progress a n d charged ahead. A t the fal ls i t w a s t i m e to 
rest a n d eat l u n c h . W h i l e there w e observed a D i p p e r 
as i t scooted t h r o u g h the w a t e r a n d at t imes even 
seemed to be d i v i n g . Terry v i s i t e d w i t h t w o y o u n g 
w o m e n f r o m N e w H a m p s h i r e a n d i n v i t e d t h e m to j o i n 
the g r o u p at the c a m p g r o u n d . Some of the teenagers 
d e c i d e d to f o r g o l u n c h a n d go o n to a l o o k o u t p o i n t a 
w a y s u p the t r a i l . R e i n h a r d a n d Barbara discussed 
ferns a n d o l d a n d n e w g r o w t h trees. O n the w a y back 
there w e r e some t a m e Stel lar 's Jays a n d G r a y Jays tha t 
came close e n o u g h to eat some rais ins R e i n h a r d p u t o n 
the g r o u n d for t h e m . A f t e r r e t u r n i n g to c a m p , g r o u p 
m e m b e r s h a d a q u i c k d i n n e r a n d w e l c o m e d the 
E l w o o d f a m i l y w h o h a d jus t a r r i v e d , as w e l l as the n e w 
f r i e n d s f r o m N e w H a m p s h i r e . ., . . . • 

A f t e r d i n n e r e v e r y b o d y p i l e d i n t o cars a l o n g w i t h 
b i n o c u l a r s , b lankets , coats, m i t t e n s a n d crazy creek 
t y p e chairs . A s the caravan a p p r o a c h e d the 
p r e d e t e r m i n e d e lk b u g l i n g spot , n u m e r o u s cars w e r e 
p a r k e d a l o n g the r o a d s i d e a n d lots of people w e r e 
s t a n d i n g a n d w a l k i n g a r o u n d . A f t e r some l o o k i n g 
a r o u n d , i t w a s d e t e r m i n e d that a b l a c k bear w a s 
c a u s i n g the c o m m o t i o n . E v e r y b o d y p i l e d o u t of the 
cars a n d j o i n e d the on l ookers . The bear w a s s l o w l y 
m o v i n g across a c lear ing , f e e d i n g o n H a w t h o r n berries 
a n d s e e m i n g l y o b l i v i o u s of the t h r o n g of people 
w a t c h i n g i t a n d t a k i n g i t ' s p i c t u r e . A f t e r w a t c h i n g the 
bear f o r some t i m e , the g r o u p c o n t i n u e d to the i r 
d e s t i n a t i o n . 

A f t e r a shor t h i k e f r o m the p a r k i n g area the g r o u p 
m e m b e r s set t led d o w n at the edge of the m e a d o w to 
w a i t f o r the elk . H e r e , A l i c e Stokes w a s i n t r o d u c e d to 
the c o m f o r t s of a c razy creek t y p e chair. A s i t s tarted 
g e t t i n g d a r k , a large m a l e a n d female e lk c o u l d be 
d iscerned w i t h b i n o c u l a r s i n the distance. The e lk 
s tar ted the i r concert , b u t m o s t of t h e m r e m a i n e d 
unseen. Par t i c ipants t h o u g h t they h e a r d f i v e or six 
d i f f e r e n t e lk i n d i f f e r e n t locat ions , o n b o t h sides of the 
m e a d o w . A s i t go t d a r k , lots of stars c o u l d be seen i n 
the t e m p o r a r i l y clear sky, a n d R e i n h a r d p o i n t e d o u t 
v a r i o u s stars, planets a n d constel lat ions b e y o n d the 
Great D i p p e r that e v e r y b o d y recognized . Some of the 
teenagers became b o r e d s i t t i n g there a n d l i s t e n i n g to 
the elk . Several c u r l e d u p w i t h the i r b lankets , or i n 

the i r coats. Jon K e r k m a n n h a d to e n d u r e some teasing, 
as he snored a n d his f r i e n d s d e l i g h t e d i n p o i n t i n g o u t 
to h i m a f t e r w a r d s tha t he h a d c o m p e t e d i n v o l u m e 
w i t h the elk 's b u g l i n g . 

Back at c a m p a c a m p f i r e w a s started a n d Terry 
p r o v i d e d ingredients for smores. People s tood a r o u n d 
the c a m p f i r e a n d got acqua in ted , reacquainfed or better 
acquainted , a n d even the smoke , tha t sh i f ted w i t h the 
w i n d s , c o u l d n o t d r i v e t h e m a w a y for a l o n g t i m e . 

S u n d a y m o r n i n g the g r o u p b r o k e u p . K e r k m a r m s were 
packed a n d ready to leave f i r s t a n d so d r o v e u p to 
Jackson Lake for another br ie f h i k e a n d t h e n the d r i v e 
h o m e , back to chores, h o m e w o r k a n d the d a i l y rout ine . 
O n the w a y the o l d m i n i v a n reached 190,000 mi les , b u t 
a r r i v e d at h o m e w i t h o u t p r o b l e m s despite advanc ing 
age a n d use. 

T h a n k y o u , Terry, f o r o r g a n i z i n g this t r i p f o r the last 
three years that w e have a t tended. We appreciate y o u r 
t i m e a n d c o m m i t m e n t . I t w a s a great experience. C o u n t 
us i n for next year ( w h o k n o w s h o w m a n y K e r k m a r m s 
w i l l s h o w u p then) ! 

~ —Barbara C. Kerkmann 

H e r e are some of the c o m m e n t s m a d e b y g r o u p 
m e m b e r s about the t r i p : 

" I had a lot of fun. This is the th ird Teton tr ip I've been on. It 
was a blast. H i k i n g , bad weather and fun; nothing was 
unusual about it this t ime." 

. Jeanine Kerkmann, 17 

"When it rained on Friday we went to the Moose Visitors' 
Center where they had lots of neat picture postcards. I found 
some excellent ones of the Tetons at sunrise and sunset. It was 
exciting to see the bear on the way to the elk bugling. It was 
the first bear I had seen i n the w i l d . " 

Jon Kerkmann, 15 

" I t was a nice t r ip . We went on some nice hikes and animal 
watching excursions. We saw a black bear, some elk and some 
bison. It w o u l d have been funner if the weather had 
cooperated." 

Josh Kerkmann, 15 

"The tr ip to the Tetons was lots of fun. Al though it was really 
cold and a little rainy, everything turned out great. We visited 
the Teton Science School and went on hikes. We had a 
campfire where we made smores. I really l iked the animals 
we saw—deer, bison, moose, and a bear. I named the bear 
Susan." 

• Anna Marszal, 16 

"Whoever was scared off by the weather missed a great tr ip. 
The rain was wet, but that's OK. We heard the elk bugle, but 
the best thing about that night was seeing a BEAR!" 

. . : • David Lee Roth, I I , 18 

"Even though the weather wasn't exactly perfect at first, we 
went on a really fun hike to Jenny Lake and we saw a black 
bean The last night though it was clear and the sky was filled 
to the b r i m w i t h stars." 

Brooks Jones, 16 



Board Stuff ( A s o p p o s e d t o b o r e d st i f f . . .) 

BAS is governed by a Board of Trustees which meets once a month 
(see meetings listed in the Calendar). Good camaraderie as we fight 
the forces of evil and save the world. All BAS members are invited, 
of course. 

Outings - " W h o are those g u y s , a n y w a y ? " I l o v e tha t 
q u o t e f r o m a scene i n " B u t c h Cass idy a n d the 
Sundance K i d , " w h e r e the t w o heroes are b e i n g 
p u r s u e d endless ly b y a posse over i m p o s s i b l e g r o u n d . 
T h i s , h o w e v e r , is the q u e s t i o n of the season, b u t to be 
asked i n reverse: " W h o are those cr i t ters , a n y w a y ? " By 
n o w , m o s t species have f i n i s h e d the i r r e p r o d u c t i v e 
w o r k a n d are d i g g i n g i n for the l o n g w i n t e r . O n the 
surface, e v e r y t h i n g seems quie t a n d , w e l l f r a n k l y , 
b o r i n g . B i rds have s t o p p e d s i n g i n g , the streams are 
w a y d o w n , a n d e v e n the p lants are d r o p p i n g the i r 
leaves. A h , b u t there are s t i l l p r o b l e m s to w o r k o u t f o r 
t h e n a t u r a l i s t . W h a t IS tha t d r a b w a r b l e r ? A l l d u c k s 
start to l o o k al ike . A n d the g u l l s , w e l l , h o w m a n y 
d i f f e r e n t i m m a t u r e p l u m a g e s are there? I f y o u l o o k 
closely, y o u can e v e n f i n d c o l d weather insects, j u s t 
w h e n w e a l l t h o u g h t they a l l d i sappeared . 

N o v e m b e r a n d ear ly December offer w o n d e r f u l days 
after the h u b b u b of the b e g i n n i n g of academic year a n d 
before the s n o w f i l l s the m o i m t a i n s for s k i i n g . This is 
w h e n w e h a v e to l o o k care fu l ly at a l l those cr i t ters a n d 
p l a n t s tha t w e take f o r g r a n t e d . W i t h o u t b r e e d i n g 
p l u m a g e or leaves, w e resort to m o r e obscure clues i n 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , a n d i n the process, w e can discover the 
f resh w o o d p e c k e r holes , the n e w b u r r o w s i n the s t ream 
b a n k s , a n d the textures a n d s y m m e t r i e s of the b a r k a n d 
branches o n the trees. We have t i m e to c o m p a r e f ine 
detai ls of m o r p h o l o g y a n d l o o k for other clues, such as 
hab i ta t , to h e l p us i d e n t i f y t h i n g s i n o u r n a t u r a l w o r l d . 

D o n ' t get c a u g h t i n d o o r s . There are s t i l l lots of t h i n g s 
to d o i n the va l l eys a n d canyons. G r a b those k i d s a n d a 
f i e l d g u i d e a n d h e a d o u t to l o o k for l i t t l e s tuff . A f t e r a 
f e w h o u r s of d iscovery , y o u can r e t u r n for h o t d r i n k s . 
To h e l p w i t h a l l of th i s , w e ' v e got a f e w t r i p s l i n e d u p 
a n d m o r e i n m i n d . Y o u s h o u l d also check o u t the 
Stokes N a t u r e Center ' s O p e n H o u s e o n Saturday, 
N o v e m b e r 14, for c h i l d r e n ' s stories at 10 a.m., a n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y h i k e at 1 p . m . , a n d w i n t e r c h e m i s t r y 
e x p e r i m e n t s f r o m 2-4 p . m . There's n o e n d of 
discoveries ye t to m a k e as w e a w a i t the b e a u t y of 
Cache Val ley 's w i n t e r season. 

Conservation Updates - We 're w a t c h i n g the 
d e v e l o p i n g interest i n a Water C o n s e r v a n c y D i s t r i c t i n 
Cache Valley. We cannot be o p p o s e d t o l e t t i n g the 
p u b l i c dec ide i n a d e m o c r a t i c e lect ion w h e t h e r t o create 
such a p u b l i c e n t i t y as p r o v i d e d for i n the n e w W C D 
e n a b l i n g l a w w h i c h j u s t t o o k effect September 15. (This 
n e w l a w e n d e d the process w h e r e b y a W C D c o u l d be 
created b y jus t 5 % of the p r o p e r t y owners . ) H o w e v e r , 
w e r e m a i n concerned a b o u t the m i s s i o n g i v e n i t b y 
elected off ic ia ls a n d w h e t h e r th is m i s s i o n is u n d e r s t o o d 
b y the p u b l i c . M o n t h s ago, the Cache C o u n t y Water 

A d v i s o r y b o a r d agreed t o i n c l u d e objectives other than 
j u s t b u i l d i n g a " p r o j e c t " (i.e., a d a m ) , such as s t u d y i n g 
g r o u n d w a t e r resources i n o r d e r t o be prepared to 
counter Salt L a k e C i t y ' s d e m a n d s for w a t e r r ights i n 
Cache Valley, e v a l u a t i n g p o l l u t i o n of surface and ( 
g r o u n d water , a n d d e v e l o p i n g w a y s to protect our 
resources as w e l l as other f a r - s i g h t e d efforts w h i c h 
t r a d i t i o n a l loca l g o v e r n m e n t has been i m w i l l i n g to 
f u n d . H o w e v e r , w e w o n d e r w h e t h e r these m o r e noble 
objectives w i l l be lost i n the melee to get the distr ic t 
establ ished a n d j u s t i f y a tax levy? W e ' l l see. But i n the 
m e a n t i m e , w e pause w h e n c o m m u n i t y " leaders" come 
u p to us a n d ask, " N o w , can y o u s u p p o r t the Barrens 
D a m ? " N o , I d o n ' t t h i n k so. 

O n other f ronts w e ' r e w o r k i n g m o r e closely w i t h the 
Forest Service o n v a r i o u s proposa ls (see o u r comments 
o n the Bear H o d g e s clear-cut p r o p o s a l elsewhere i n this 
issue). We are l o s i n g some m i n o r battles (for example. 
Representat ive Hansen 's l eg i s la t ion to g ive a w a y 
acreage of the M t . N a o m i Wi lderness to a H y d e Park 
f a r m e r has passed Congress) , b u t w e m a y be able to 
s t rengthen other par ts of w i l d e r n e s s management 
h a v i n g to d o w i t h l i m i t i n g large g r o u p use. 

O n other f r o n t s , several of o u r m e m b e r s are p u r s u i n g 
grants f o r w e t l a n d s conserva t ion a n d there is m o r e 
s u p p o r t t h a n ever for a n e w W i l d a n d Scenic inventory 
f o r L o g a n C a n y o n . 

Membership - W i t h t w o U S U students n o w o n our 
B o a r d of Trustees ( D o u g T e m p e l a n d M e r r L i m d a h l ) , I 
w e ' r e once aga in g o i n g after U S U students as n e w 
m e m b e r s . There is a re f resh ing increase i n interest i n 
the e n v i r o n m e n t a n d conserva t ion a m o n g " t h e younger 
g e n e r a t i o n " ( d i d I jus t say that?) , a n d w e need to 
p r o v i d e a m e c h a n i s m f o r t h e m t o satisfy that interest. 
We are se t t ing u p m e m b e r s h i p tables again at Taggart 
S tudent Center to attract these s tudents a n d o u r Board 
is m a k i n g a n e w ef for t to contact n e w a n d r e n e w i n g 
m e m b e r s to g ive us better d i r e c t i o n o n f u t u r e 
p r o g r a m s . I f y o u ' d l i k e to par t i c ipa te i n contact ing 
these f o l k s , press ing the f lesh a n d t a l k i n g u p our 
conserva t ion agenda, let us k n o w . I t 's f u n to meet other 
people w h o share o u r convic t ions . 

— Bryan Dixon, Prez. 

Views on Bear Hodges 
Area Logging Project 
USU Forestry Department Proposal 
for Bear Hodges Analysis 
The article i n October ' s Stilt f r o m the U S U Forestry 
D e p a r t m e n t , p r o p o n e n t s of the p r o p o s e d clear-cut and 
selective l o g g i n g project o n the T . W Danie ls Forest and, 
i n the Bear H o d g e s area, encompass ing some 2400 
acres, is f l a w e d i n m a n y respects. I n par t i cu lar i t totally 
ignores the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the p r o p o s a l to watershed 
m a n a g e m e n t . A w a t e r s h e d is n o t jus t the stream 
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f l o w i n g o u t , b u t the ent i re dra inage u p to the r i d g e 
tops, thus the t e r m " w a t e r s h e d . " I t also ignores the 
n u m e r o u s poss ib i l i t ies f o r research that exist 
t h r o u g h o u t the L o g a n Ranger D i s t r i c t , w h e r e n u m e r o u s 
forest openings a l r e a d y exist f r o m p r e v i o u s l o g g i n g 
practices. A s a scienti f ic o r g a n i z a t i o n . W i l l o w Creek 
Ecology a n d i ts Pres ident , D r . John Carter, hav e been 
d o c u m e n t i n g w a t e r s h e d c o n d i t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t the Bear 
Hodges area f o r n e a r l y a decade. The results of t h i s 
w o r k have s h o w n t h a t w a t e r s h e d c o n d i t i o n s are 
severely d e g r a d e d f r o m o v e r g r a z i n g b y l ivestock. E v e r y 
forest o p e n i n g is g r a z e d a n d t r a m p l e d to the p o i n t that 
topso i l has been lost , so i l n i t r o g e n has been r e d u c e d b y 
hal f a n d large scale eros ion is t a k i n g place. Soils are 
compacted w i t h the resul t tha t w a t e r i n f i l t r a t i o n is 
reduced, r u n o f f accelerated a n d soils r e m a i n d r y 
t h r o u g h o u t the s u m m e r season. To create m o r e forest 
openings w i t h the c o n t i n u e d presence of l ives tock w i l l 
result i n the spread of these d e g r a d e d c o n d i t i o n s i n t o 
more areas. The scientif ic l i t e ra ture has d o c u m e n t e d 
that the presence of l ives tock i n forests resul t i n 
r e m o v a l of the herbaceous u n d e r s t o r y , d r y i n g of soils 
a n d increased stress o n the trees m a k i n g t h e m m o r e 
susceptible to disease or insect infestat ions . C o n t r a r y to 
the p o s i t i o n t a k e n i n Fred Baker 's art ic le i n the Stilt, 
watersheds w i l l be i m p a c t e d b y this project . 

For the past e ight years w e hav e d o c u m e n t e d these 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g so i l c o n d i t i o n s to the Forest Service w i t h 
n o ac t ion o n the i r p a r t to correct t h e m . The 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Assessment p r e p a r e d for the Bear 
H o d g e s pro ject m u s t consider the impacts of the 
p r o p o s e d ac t ion , i n c l u d i n g the c u m u l a t i v e effects 
r e s u l t i n g f r o m the p r o p o s e d ac t ion i n a d d i t i o n to other 
m a n a g e m e n t practices a n d act ivi t ies t a k i n g place i n the 
project area. The Forest Service m u s t consider the 
effects of g r a z i n g i n th i s p r o p o s a l . To a l l o w this project 
to go ahead w i t h a F i n d i n g of N o S igni f i cant I m p a c t 
w o u l d v i o l a t e the N E P A process w h i c h s h o u l d require 
an E n v i r o n m e n t a l I m p a c t Statement w h i c h w o u l d enta i l 
a m u c h m o r e t h o r o u g h analysis of the consequences of 
the project . I f y o u w o u l d l i k e to k n o w m o r e , contact 
John Carter at 753-6062 or wce@sisna.com. 

— John Carter, PhD 
^ ^ President, Willow Creek Ecology, Inc. 

OK, Now Our View on 
Bear Hodges 
This s u m m e r , the L o g a n D i s t r i c t of the USFS p u b l i s h e d 
an E A o n a p r o p o s e d t i m b e r cut a l o n g the r idges a n d 
d r a w s of the l a n d s a r o u n d the Danie l s School Forest 
south of the "Bear L a k e S u m m i t . " The Danie ls Forest is 
a 2500 acre parce l , 640 acres of w h i c h are o w n e d b y the 
U S U a n d the rest—1,920 a c r e s — o w n e d b y y o u a n d m e 
as p a r t of the N a t i o n a l Forest. 

Various activists w i t h i n A u d u b o n , C P L C , a n d the H i g h 
Uintas Preservat ion C o u n c i l read the E A , several t imes . 

i n an e f for t to f i g u r e o u t w h a t w a s g o i n g o n a n d w h y . 
O n its face, the p r o p o s a l w a s to clear cut a lmost a 
square m i l e of l o d g e p o l e p i n e forest i n v a r i o u s patches 
a n d " t r e a t m e n t s " a n d t h e n w a t c h w h a t happens as i t 
g r o w s back. This s u m m e r , B A S sent a response to the 
E A q u e s t i o n i n g the scientif ic basis of the ac t ion a n d 
c h a l l e n g i n g the " p u r p o s e a n d n e e d . " T h e n , i n a 
surpr ise m o v e , several U S U f a c u l t y p u b l i s h e d a letter 
i n o u r Stilt a t t e m p t i n g to j u s t i f y the project o n the 
basis of s i l v i c u l t u r a l ( t i m b e r c u t t i n g ) research. 

F o l l o w i n g tha t letter, w e h a d a m e e t i n g w i t h 
personne l at the L o g a n D i s t r i c t off ice to discuss the 
p r o p o s a l . A s a resul t of t h a t m e e t i n g w e s t i l l t h i n k the 
p r o p o s e d act ion is unnecessary a n d w o u l d result i n 
i r reparable h a r m to the forest o n o u r p u b l i c lands . 

Frankly , i t i sn ' t clear w h a t is rea l ly g o i n g o n here. The 
language of the E A a n d the letter i n the Stilt lead one 
to bel ieve that the p u r p o s e of the project is research. I n 
the Stilt art ic le , the authors (Mssrs. Baker, B r u n s o n 
a n d L o n g ) argue tha t p u b l i c forests have been cut so 
t h o r o u g h l y tha t t i m b e r companies are b e i n g " f o r c e d " 

. to seek t i m b e r o n p r i v a t e lands . The Bear H o d g e s 
project w o u l d c le^r-cut l o d g e p o l e pubHc forests a n d 
cut p o r t i o n s of the o l d - g r o w t h spruce- f i r forest i n a 
m o n i t o r e d e x p e r i m e n t to d e t e r m i n e the impacts of 
some n e w techniques i n order to i m p r o v e c u t t i n g 
practices o n p r i v a t e lands . T h e y p o o h - p o o h impacts 
o n watersheds ("there are n o streams i n the spruce- f i r 
p o r t i o n " ) . W r i t e of f the p r o b l e m s w i t h (a lmost 
cer ta in ly increased) g r a z i n g impacts as "a fact of l i f e 
i n m o s t of U t a h ' s forests ," a n d d o w n p l a y the loss of 
o l d - g r o w t h spruce- f i r ( " o l d g r o w t h forests d o n o t l ie 
f o r e v e r " ) . I t w o u l d seem that the p r o p o s a l is to cut 
d o w n o u r loca l p u b l i c forests because t i m b e r 
companies have screwed u p a l l the other p u b l i c 
forests a n d w e w a n t t h e m to k n o w better w h e n they 
m o v e to p r i v a t e forests. 

I t w i l l take decades for th is area to regenerate, a n d i n 
the m e a n t i m e w e have n o f i r m p lans to c o n t r o l 
g r a z i n g o n a n y b u t a p a r t of the s t u d y area or to l i m i t 

' i r responsible O R V use of the cleared lands w h i c h w i l l 
l ead to yet m o r e ghost roads. D o y o u see a p r o b l e m 
w i t h that? 

O n t a l k i n g to the Forest Service personne l , one hears 
d i f f e r e n t reasoning. T h e y say th is is not b e i n g d r i v e n 
b y U S U researchers, b u t rather is a n e f for t to manage 
a c o r r i d o r ecosystem. T h e y bel ieve that the large even-
aged l o d g e p o l e p i n e forest is u n n a t u r a l a n d a result of 
f i re suppress ion. L i k e a n y h o m o g e n e o u s ecosystem, i t 
m a y be susceptible to h i g h l y des t ruc t ive insect 
infestat ions or catastrophic c o n f l a g r a t i o n . The spruce-
f i r p o r t i o n of the area is o l d g r o w t h , b u t also n o t 
n a t u r a l as f i r e w o o d h a r v e s t i n g a n d v a r i o u s other 
l o g g i n g operat ions have a l ready lef t scars that are 
u n n a t u r a l . Further , since m a n y trees i n the spruce- f i r 
sections are 200 years o l d or so, they are also 
susceptible to insect infestat ions . 



L o o k i n g at th is forest i n a larger p i c t u r e , they see o u r 
Bear R i v e r Range as too s m a l l an ecosystem to s u p p o r t 
species w h i c h d e p e n d o n o l d - g r o w t h forests, b u t 
v a l u a b l e as a c o r r i d o r b e t w e e n such r i c h forests to the 
n o r t h a n d s o u t h . I t does, h o w e v e r , p r o v i d e a c o r r i d o r 
w h e r e b y p o p u l a t i o n s w h i c h are e x p a n d i n g can take 
t e m p o r a r y respite w h i l e m o v i n g b e t w e e n larger forests 
to the n o r t h a n d s o u t h . W h i l e here, the o d d set of 
parents m a y e v e n raise a b r o o d as t h e y search for 
sui table ranges a n d terr i tor ies . I f w e d o n ' t act n o w , the 
USFS argues, w e c o u l d lose large p o r t i o n s of this forest 
to insect a n d f i r e , a n d as a consequence, these species 
w i l l lose the v a l u a b l e l i n k s b e t w e e n other o l d - g r o w t h 
areas. 

The p r o b l e m w i t h th i s a p p r o a c h is that , a l t h o u g h there 
are reasonable p lans to w o r k w i t h i n the s t ructure of 
these tree c o m m u n i t i e s , the p l a n ignores " r e s u l t a n t " 
a n d " c u m u l a t i v e " impac ts . I t treats the l o g g i n g i n 
i s o l a t i o n , f a i l i n g to address the extensive p r o b l e m s 
w i t h o v e r g r a z i n g a n d the i n a b i l i t y to c o n t r o l o f f - r o a d 
vehic le abuse ( w h i c h is r egarded as a n intractable 
p r o b l e m e v e n b y the Forest Service). Further , w e are 
n o t f a c i n g a n emergency. There is n o reason w e have to 
d o th is " t r e a t m e n t " n o w . A l t h o u g h the Forest Service 
a t t e m p t s to j u s t i f y the t i m b e r c u t t i n g as a piece of a n 
o v e r a l l m a n a g e m e n t p l a n , they are n o t adequate ly 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g the m i t i g a t i o n of other impacts i n t o th is 
p l a n , i n s i s t i n g tha t g r a z i n g m u s t be addressed i n 
separate m a n a g e m e n t p lans for each a l l o t m e n t . O R V 
i m p a c t s m u s t be addressed i n the Trave l Plan, a n d 
other concerns such as n o x i o u s weeds s h o u l d be 
addressed i n yet other p lans . 

M o r e o v e r , m a n y of the assumpt ions about o u r h is tor ic 
pat terns of forest species a n d the effects of v a r i o u s 
t reatments are untes ted . The data is w o e f u l l y 
i n a d e q u a t e a n d t h e scientif ic c o m m u n i t y needs t i m e to 
test the a s s u m p t i o n s a n d conclusions. 

I f there is n o emergency, w h y n o t accept the Forest 
Service's w o r k as a s t a r t i n g p o i n t — a n d a g o o d one. 
Let 's examine o ther a s s u m p t i o n s about h o w the forest 
g o t the w a y i t is , h o w th is area relates to o ther n e a r b y 
areas of forest c o m m i m i t i e s , a n d m a y b e even w a i t for 
da ta f r o m p r i v a t e forests to h e l p us manage o u r p u b l i c 
forest. I t is past t i m e to t h i n k of o u r forests as jus t 
sources of logs f o r contractors a n d cheap forage f o r 
ranchers . These l ands a n d resources b e l o n g to a l l of us , 
a n d i f w e ' r e g o i n g to cut d o w n these o l d trees, a n d tear 
apar t the ecosystems t h e y create, w e ' d better be 
g o l d a n g e d sure w e u n d e r s t a n d h o w they rea l ly w o r k 
a n d be p r e p a r e d to c o n t r o l the i m p a c t s w h i c h f o l l o w 
a n d w h i c h c o u l d reek f u r t h e r damage . 

There is t r e m e n d o u s v a l u e i n a r t i c u l a t i n g a p r o p o s a l 
a n d l e t t i n g i t age a w h i l e t o m a t u r e a n d i m p r o v e w i t h 
f u r t h e r d iscuss ion . I a m w i l l i n g to sacrifice p a r t of o u r 
forests for science - after a l l , n o species, perhaps e v e n 
o u r o w n , lasts forever. H o w e v e r , w e n e e d to d o this 
i n t e l l i g e n t l y , w i t h care a n d t h o u g h t f o r the f u t u r e . 

There is n o r u s h . The E A i tsel f a d m i t s there are m a n y 
advantages to the " N o A c t i o n " a l ternat ive . A n d the 
s i l v i c u l t u r a l scientists at U S U can s t i l l l e a rn a great deal 
a b o u t the larger aspects of the ecosystem there before 
w e l o g i t (again) . 

B A S w i l l p u s h for a h o l d o n th i s project . I f y o u are also 
concerned a b o u t th is , come to the next Forest Breakfast 
or a n y of the A u d u b o n meet ings a n d m a k e y o u r voice 
h e a r d . 

— Bryan Dixon 

What's New at the 
Nature Center 
We're h a v i n g an O p e n H o u s e o n Saturday, N o v e m b e r 
14 f r o m 9-5 to celebrate one year of n a t u r e center 
p r o g r a m s ! The ce lebrat ion w i l l last t h r o u g h o u t the day 
w i t h b o t h sche d ule d events a n d o n - g o i n g activit ies . A l l 
p r o g r a m s are free to b o t h n a t u r e center m e m b e r s and 
n o n - m e m b e r s ! 

Activities 
• A p p l e E a t i n g Contest 
• P r e v i e w a n d E a r ly B i d d i n g o n N a t u r e Center A u c t i o n 

I tems 
(Auction event scheduled for N o v e m b e r 21 at 
Zanavoo Lodge!) 

• H a n d s - o n D i s p l a y s , Scavenger H u n t s , N a t u r e Tr iv ia 
Contest 

• N a t u r a h s t s A v a i l a b l e for N a t u r e W a l k s f r o m 11-2 ^ | 

Scheduled Programs 
10:00 - Story H o u r - Oivl Babies a n d Stellaluna 
W e ' l l read b o t h stories a n d t h e n decorate o w l a n d bat 
cookies! A n o p t i o n a l h i k e w i l l be o f fe red for o lder 
c h i l d r e n . 
1:00 - Natural His tory H i k e w i t h loca l n a t u r a l i s t K a y o 
Robertson - perfect for fami l i es . 
2:00 - 4:00 - Nature i n Winter C h e m i s t r y Experiments 
w i t h local chemist Rick H o f f - s h o u l d be a "b las t ! " 

First Annual Fundraiser 
Join us Saturday, N o v e m b e r 21 f o r the Stokes N a t u r e 
Center First A n n u a l Fundra iser at Z a n a v o o L o d g e 
located i n L o g a n C a n y o n . Tickets are $15 a n d are 
avai lable at the n a t u r e center. S t r a w Ib is , Tra i lhead 
Sports, a n d Sunrise Cyclery. 

Here 's a s a m p l i n g of the i tems d o n a t e d f o r the A u c t i o n : 
H a n d m a d e Q u i l t s 
Beaver M t . L i f t Tickets ' _ 
Several N a t u r a l i s t L e d O u t i n g s , i n c l u d i n g : 

A b i r d i n g t r i p ( w i t h o u r o w n B r y a n D i x o n ) 
A w i l d f l o w e r w a l k w i t h Jack Greene 
A d a y of sa i l ing o n Bear L a k e w i t h the H e n n e y s 

A Bed a n d Breakfast Stay at Z a n a v o o L o d g e 
A r t w o r k f r o m L o c a l A r t i s t s i n c l u d i n g Jerry F u h r i m a n 
L o g a n C a n y o n D i p p e r S ipper Coffee f r o m Straw Ibis 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n the O p e n H o u s e a n d the 
D i r m e r - A u c t i o n F imdraiser , please ca l l the n a t u r e 
center at 755-3239. 



may your 
path lead you 

to the first annual 
alien and alice stokes 

^ n a t u r e center . 
^ dinner/auction 
^ fundraiser ^ 

Saturday, nov: 21 jf ^ 

zanavoo restaurant ^ 
highway 89 in logan canyon 

social hour/silent auction 5l30 to 7 T 
buffet dinner and live auction 7 

Christmas gifts available 
, $15 tickets on sale at the nature center; \ 

the trailhead, sunrise cyclery 
& straw ibis ' 

^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^̂ Ĥfc. 

]rf Till in! ifll ifll o ifli o 
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Logan, Utati 

The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of each 
month, September through June, in the Meeting Room of the Logan 
City Building, 255 N. Main. Meetings start at 7:00 p.m. The BAS 
Planning Committee meets at 5:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month, September through June, The Conservation Committee 
will meet the third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in Room 3 In 
Logan City Library. Locations may change monthly. Check calendar 
page. Everyone Is welcome to attend. 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Conservation 
Education 
Membership 
Field Trips 
Newsletter 
Circulation 
Hospitality 
Hotline 

Trustees 
1995-98 

Bryan Dixon, 752-6830 
Chris Wilson, 753-3769 
Wendy Hellstern, 753-8750 
Susan Drown, 752-3797 
Bruce Pendery, 792-4150 
Jack Greene, 563-6816 
Alice LIndahl, 753-7744 
Ron Hellstern, 753-8750 
Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Susan Durham, 752-5637 
Tim & Jackie Henney, 755-6888 
Nancy Williams, 753-6268 

Suzanne Marychlld, 755-5571; Peter Ruben, 797-
2490; Allen Chrlstensen, 258-5018; Doug Tempel, 755-
6774 

1996- 99 Jack Greene, 563-6816; Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Ron Hellstern, 753-8750; James Lundahl, 753-1707 

1997- 20 Glen Gantz, 258-2748; Robert Schmidt, 755-9262 
Teri Peery, 753-3249; Mae Coover, 752-8871 

Membership In the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a 
subscription to The Stilt, as well as the Audubon magazine. The editor 
of The Stilt Invites submissions of any kind, due on the 15th of each 
month. Send to 280 N. 300 E., Logan, UT 84321. 

I 
National Audubon Society I 

Chapter Membership Application { 
Yes, I ' d l ike to j o i n . 

Please enroll me as a member of the national Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send A U D U B O N 
magazine and my membership card to the address below. 

M y check for $20 is enclosed. 

NAME 

ADDRESS I 
I C I T Y 

I 
STATE - Z I P -

Please make all checks payable to the National Audubon Society. | 

Send this application and your ctieclc to: I 
National Audubon Society I 
Chapter Membership Data Center I ^ . ^ i ^ K P.O. Box 51001 • Boulder, C O 80322-1001 | 

. LOCAL CHAPTER . 

Bridgerland Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 3501 
Logan, UT 84323-3501 

W-52 
Local Ctiapter Code 
7XCHA 

I I 
Subscriptions to The Stilt are available to non-members for 
$5.00 per year. Call Susan Durham, 752-5637. Also, call 
Susan for new subscriptions or address changes. 


