
River Echoes 
Swish, s w i r l , d ip , p u l l . The b o w slicing the water creates the 
music of the canoeist. I n and out, arm forward, muscles 
p u l l i n g water toward the canoe. "We are fo l lowing i n the 
footsteps of Jim Bridger," says Reinhard Jockel, Cache 
Valley's bearded Thoreau archetype. "Bridger floated i n a 
b u l l boat d o w n the Bear River and ended i n the Great Salt 
Lake. A t that t ime the Salt Lake looked different; there were 
no Russian Olives, no Tamarisk." The paddles move i n 
syncopated r h y t h m and Reinhard explains the introduction of 
the Russian Olive. A Marsh Wren twitters f rom the swift ly 
m o v i n g bank. I t seems as though the river is stationary and 
the w o r l d , i n its blue luminance, is rotating around us. 

A laugh echoes across the water, f r o m m y position i n the bow 
I shift m y body so I can better see. Ten canoes splash the Bear 
River w i t h a menagerie of color. Blue, yellow, red, beige, and 
green canoes float i n haphazard unity, through the farmlands 
of Idaho and Utah. -

The sun, at its zenith, creates a pleasant yellow warmth . I t is 
Halloween, the last day of October, one of the last w a r m days 
of fal l . LeRoy Beasley, the man i n charge of the A u d u b o n 
Canoe t r i p , could not have chosen a better day. 

A Red-tailed H a w k circles above the river. I lay m y paddle 
across the gunnels, grab binoculars, and focus on the 
spiraling hawk. I stare at its breathtaking beauty u n t i l i t 

.swerves i n front of the sun. Cringing I drop the binoculars. 
' Black vacant splotches dance on the banks of the river. 

Swish, swir l , d i p , p u l l . Water has the ability to collect people 
of passion. The canoeists f i n d themselves sharing the music 
of paddles, knowledge, food, and companionship. A l l levels 

of ability can be found i n the nineteen people present. "The 
A u d u b o n society seems to have new people every out ing," 
says Jaimy Anderson whi le paddling the red kayak he rented 
f rom the Outdoor Recreation Center. "The power of the 
Bridgerland A u d u b o n Society is that people attend because of 
interest, not because of race, color, or gender" Jaimy's 
statement is reinforced at lunch when people freely share 
their food. "You can f i n d religion i n the outdoors," says Alice 
Stokes, popping one of Reinhard's juicy grapes into her 
mouth. "There is no better way to spend an afternoon than 
on the Bear River This is what life is all about." 

Swish, swir l , d ip , p u l l . Watching the vortexes f rom m y 
paddle eternally swir l ing across the river. I am inclined to 
agree. This is what life is all about. 

Continued on page 3. 
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December Calendar 
Meetings 
Tuesday, D e c e m b e r 1, 7:00-8:00 a . m . , First Forest 
Breakfast at JB's Restaurant . Join other ci t izens i n a 
re laxed breakfast m e e t i n g w i t h B r i a n Ferebee, USPS 
D i s t r i c t Ranger for the L o g a n D i s t r i c t , to discuss 
concerns a n d issues o n the Wasatch-Cache N a t i o n a l 
Forest. The agenda f o r th is c o m i n g m e e t i n g w i l l be: 1) 
w i n t e r recreat ion conf l i c ts , a n d 2) N a o m i Wi lderness 
F l a n u p d a t e . A n y o n e is w e l c o m e a n d a n y top ic is fa i r 
game (after w e get t h r o u g h the t w o o n the agenda) . 
This is s h a p i n g u p to be a great w a y to exchange ideas 
b e t w e e n the conserva t ion c o m m u n i t y a n d the f edera l 
agency w h i c h manages some of the m o s t b e a u t i f u l l a n d 
i n U t a h . C o m e ear ly i f y o u l i k e ; breakfast o n y o u r o w n . 

Thursday , December 10, 5:30 p .m. Board of Trustees 
Meet ing, at the L o g a n C i t y F i a l l m e e t i n g r o o m , 255 
N o r t h M a i n . A l l B A S m e m b e r s are i n v i t e d to j o i n us as 
w e r e v i e w projects, p r i o r i t i e s a n d issues. 

Thursday , December 10, 7:00 p .m. G e n e r a l Meeting, 
at the L o g a n C i t y H a l l m e e t i n g r o o m , 255 N . M a i n . 
Th i s m o n t h ' s m e e t i n g is a p a n e l discuss ion o n the Bear 
H o d g e s T i m b e r C u t p r o p o s a l . I n v i t e d speakers i n c l u d e 
E v e l y n S ibbemsen a n d D a n A r l i n g , USES, D r s . J im 
L o n g a n d M a r k B r u n s o n , U S U D e p a r t m e n t of Forestry 
a n d c i t i zen scientists D r s . John Carter a n d Barrie 
Gi lber t . The Bear H o d g e s project w o u l d i n v o l v e large 
t i m b e r cuts i n a n d a r o u n d the Danie l s School Forest 
s o u t h of L o g a n C a n y o n s u m m i t . O u r object ive is to 
i n v i t e a p u b l i c d iscuss ion a n d l earn a b o u t th is 
i m p o r t a n t issue. 

Field Trips 
A l l B A S t r i p s are o p e n to the p u b l i c . For m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , ca l l the t r i p leader l i s t ed at the e n d of each 
d e s c r i p t i o n . 

Saturday, D e c e m b e r l 9 , C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t Aler t ! 
BAS's 2 2 n d A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s B i r d C o u n t . The CBC is 
c o n d u c t e d every year i n the same 15 m i l e d i a m e t e r 
c o u n t area w i t h c o m p i l a t i o n s sent to a centra l database 
a n d an a n n u a l r e p o r t a n d analysis . W e ' l l p u t over a 
d o z e n teams i n the f i e l d a n d h o p e to f i n d 90+ species 
( i n December n o less). A w o n d e r f u l a n d f u n - f i l l e d 
w i n t e r ' s d a y f o r b i r d e r s o f a l l levels of s k i l l . A f t e r the 
c o u n t w e ' l l m e e t at the h o m e of Sue a n d D a v i d D r o w n 
(1776 East 1400 N o r t h ) f o r a p o t l u c k s u p p e r a n d the 
a n n u a l c o m p i l a t i o n . I f w e ' r e l u c k y , someone's seen 
s o m e t h i n g rea l ly u n u s u a l w h i c h means y o u s h o u l d 
leave a l i t t l e t i m e the n e x t d a y to go see i t f o r yourse l f ! 
I f y o u ' d l i k e t o h e l p o u r contact K e i t h A r c h i b a l d , 752-
8258. Cost is $5 per p e r s o n to cover n a t i o n a l 
c o m p i l a t i o n costs. 

Board Stuff (As o p p o s e d to b o r e d s t i f f . . . ) 
BAS is governed by a Board of Trustees which meets once a month 
(see meetings listed in the Calendar). Good camaraderie as we fight 
the forces of evil and save the world. All BAS members are invited, i 

. . of course. 

Poli t ics , processes a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n — t h r e e i m p o r t a n t 
, " p " s . Pol i t ics can be nasty, b u t i t has a pos i t ive side. 

Poli t ics is h o w o u r g o v e r n m e n t resolves conf l i c t ing 
values of d i f f e r e n t g r o u p s (rather t h a n jus t l e t t ing 
everyone shoot i t o u t ) . In a perfect w o r l d , the "pol i t i ca l 
s o l u t i o n " w o u l d be fair , r a t i o n a l , based o n s o u n d input , 
science a n d h is tory , a n d have a l o n g t e r m perspective. 

. O f course, w e h u m a n s are f r a u g h t w i t h faul ts , so 
po l i t i c s is o f t e n d o w n r i g h t sleazy. 

We d e v e l o p processes t o i m p r o v e p o l i t i c a l solutions, we 
create a d v i s o r y boards of c i t izens a n d representative 
g o v e r n m e n t s i n t e n d e d to r e s p o n d to c i t izen i n p u t . Alas, 
somet imes these f a i l because t h e y get stacked w i t h 
special interests. We get decisions p u s h e d t h r o u g h i n 
b a c k - d o o r meet ings , or h u r r i e d l y m a d e because 
i n f o r m a t i o n is expensive . 

Here 's w h e r e w e come i n . P a r t i c i p a t i o n . I t ' s f rustrat ing, 
t i m e - c o n s u m i n g , a n d o f t e n f ru i t less , b u t par t i c ipat ion is 
the o n l y recourse w e have to b e n d the p o l i t i c a l process. 
I f w e par t i c ipa te , w e can u s u a l l y get dec is ion makers to 
hear ( they m a y n o t ac tua l ly " l i s t e n " ) w h a t W E believe 
to be t r u t h . We can stay i n f o r m e d b y r e a d i n g , attending 
meet ings , w r i t i n g letters , a n d o r g a n i z i n g o u r neighborsi 

• a n d colleagues. We can let o u r pass ion m o v e us to 
w r i t i n g letters a n d s p e a k i n g o u t even t h o u g h w e w o u l d 
rather be o n a h i k e , asleep i n b e d or r e a d i n g a good 
b o o k . 

BAS recent ly a d o p t e d a m i s s i o n statement w i t h several 
goals (see elsewhere i n th is issue f o r the f u l l text) 
w h e r e i n w e c o m m i t to 1) e n v i r o n m e n t a l educat ion, 2) 

, o u t i n g s , a n d 3) conservat ion . There are pa r t i c ip a t io n 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n a l l w h e r e w e can m a k e a difference. 

Environmental Education - We are c o n t i n u i n g to 
s u p p o r t the Stokes N a t u r e Center. ( I h o p e y o u a l l made 
i t to their recent f u n d raiser!) We p r o v i d e t h e m board 
m e m b e r s , p u b l i c i t y , a n d do l la rs . O u r members 
par t i c ipa te i n the p r o g r a m s a n d w e ' v e m a d e a m o r a l 
c o m m i t m e n t to e n s u r i n g tha t the S N C succeeds. 

A s another w a y to a c c o m p l i s h o u r e d u c a t i o n goals, we 
offer a general m e e t i n g every m o n t h w i t h recent 
of fer ings o n themes l i k e f i s h ecology, b i r d i n g and most 
recently. N a t i v e A m e r i c a n science. I n a d d i t i o n , w e 
c o n t i n u e o u r a n n u a l e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n grants 
($2,000 t o loca l teachers), w e sponsor A u d u b o n 
A d v e n t u r e s f o r 25 classrooms, a n d m a k e s m a l l grants 
for v a r i o u s projects s u p p o r t e d b y o u r members . 

I f tha t w e r e n ' t e n o u g h , o u r o u t i n g s a l w a y s seem to | 
offer an e d u c a t i o n a l component—^but out -of -doors and 
des igned f o r f u n . T h e y are a l w a y s o p e n to the publ ic , 
u s u a l l y suitable f o r all ages and abi l i t ies , and cover a 



w i d e range o f top ics f r o m aquatic ecology, t o geology, 
to w i l d l i f e , a n d a l l m a n n e r of topics scattered across the 
alphabet i n b e t w e e n . 

^Conservat ion , t h o u g h t h i r d o n o u r goals l i s t , is w h y 
f A u d u b o n Societies came a b o u t a n d the interests of 
BAS's m e m b e r s h i p c o n t i n u e to d r i v e w h a t w e w o r k o n . 
We're p l a n n i n g a w o r k s h o p i n December o n a loca l 
t i m b e r p r o p o s a l . I n January, w e p l a n another w o r k s h o p 
to u p d a t e us o n the A m a l g a Barrens D a m . I n b e t w e e n , 
we ' re i n v o l v e d i n pol ic ies c o n c e r n i n g g r a z i n g , O R V 
use, d a m re - l i cens ing , w e t l a n d s conservat ion , 
wi lderness , etc. , -

The t a k e - a w a y here is t h a t the w o r l d w i l l get w o r s e i f 
w e d o n ' t speak u p . (Unless one believes that M o t h e r 
N a t u r e hasn ' t q u i t e got i t r i g h t w i t h th is homo sapiens 
E x p e r i m e n t a n d w h e n i t fa i l s . M a w i l l jus t have another 
go. This perspect ive is b o r i n g , h o w e v e r . ) 

We can m a k e i t bet ter w i t h o u t s h o o t i n g each other a n d , 
t h o u g h i t d e m a n d s pat ience , c o m p o s u r e a n d endless 
hours , w e can p a r t i c i p a t e i n m o s t of the process a n d 
make a p o l i t i c a l d i f ference . I t doesn ' t m e a n everyone 
has to a t t e n d m e e t i n g s e v e r y n i g h t , w r i t e gobs of letters 
or get f lat -ear f r o m b e i n g o n the p h o n e . I t does m e a n 
that w e s h o u l d each inves t some e f for t i n s t a y i n g 
i n f o r m e d , a n d w h e n the o p p o r t u n i t y presents itself , 
take ac t ion . - • 

The B o a r d of B A S can m a p the d i r e c t i o n , p r o v i d e the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , a n d keep the o r g a n i z a t i o n solvent , 

f c redib le a n d a l ive . I t ' s y o u r j o b to j u m p i n w h e n the 
m u s i c st irs y o u . I t ' s a n i m p o r t a n t dance w e d o . The 
m o r e w e d o i t , the m o r e grace fu l w e become. W a n n a 
wal tz? 

— Biyan Dixon 

River Echoes 
C o n t i n u e d f r o m page 1 . 

The Canoe Trip Bird 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Black-billed Magpie 
Nor them flicker 
Belted K i n g Fisher 
Red-tailed H a w k 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Mallards 
Sharp-shined H a w k 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Great Blue Heron 

List 
Song Sparrow 
D o w n y Woodpecker 
Redwing Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird i 
Green-winged Teal 
Marsh Wren 
N o r t h e m Harrier 
Canada Goose 

' Evening Grosbeak 
American White Pelican 

As w e l l as a fox and later, a weasel s w i m m i n g i n the river. 

— Elizabeth Ann Lester 

E-mail service provided by Digital Planet. Use the 
following addresses to contact your BAS leadership: 

stilt@digitalpla.net - for newsletter items 
audubon@digitalpla.net - for anything else 

Bird Seed X 
B i r d seed is s t i l l avai lable . Get i t at Sunrise 
Cyclery , 138 N o r t h 100 East, L o g a n , w h e r e 50 
p o i m d bags sell fo r $16. Too h e a v y to l i f t or 
d o n ' t h a v e the m e a n s t o p i c k i t u p ? N o 
p r o b l e m . C a l l 258-5012 t o m a k e arrange-ments 
for free d e l i v e r y ! A l i c e Stokes also has 15 bags 

at her h o m e . 

New Members 
Robert & Lois A n d e r s o n 
D a v i d Beveridge 
Ray H a r d y 
L y l e H e n d e r s o n 
A n d r e a s L e i d o l f . • 
Lance N e l s o n 
M a t t R a d f o r d 
W i l l i a m G Taylor 

Renewing l\/lembers 
Marlene Beecher 
Claire S Caldes 
Carolyn R Chase 
Windsor Copley 
Edward & Deborah Evans 
Robert Hammond 
Ruth B He lm 
Marc D Henkels 

D a w n Holzer 
Mark Leonhardt 
The Long Family 
Rosalie Mueggler 
Richard J Mueller 
A n n & John M u l l 
Jeanette Norton 
Gene & Melle Washington 

Bridgerland Audubon Society 
Mission 

To conserve, enhance, and enjoy the natural environment 
with special emphasis on birds and their habitats for 

the benefit and education of humanity and for the 
biological diversity of the Earth. 

Goals 
» Environmental Education 

Every program, outing, and activity carried out by BAS 
should educate participants about the environment we 
live i n . BAS should consciously try to provide programs 
for both adults and y o u t h , such as: A u d u b o n 
Adventures i n Cache Valley classrooms, programs at the 
Stokes Nature Center, and regular monthly meetings 
w i t h themes to disseminate knowledge about the 
environment. 

» Outings 
BAS should offer at least t w o outings per month, open to 
the public, i n which the participants can experience 
nature, learn about environment, and have fun doing so. 

• Conservation 
BAS should seek to influence private and public policy 
and programs to protect and enhance the quality of the 
natural envirorunent. 

Adopted October 8,1998 by the Board of Trustees. 
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The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of each 
month, September through June, in the Meeting Room of the Logan 
City Building, 255 N. Main. Meetings start at 7:00 p.m. The BAS 
Planning Committee meets at 5:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month, September through June, The Conservation Committee 
will meet the third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in Room 3 in 
Logan City Library. Locations may change monthly. Check calendar 
page. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Conservation 
Education 
Membership 
Field Trips 
Newsletter 
Circulation 
Hospitality 
Hotline 

Trustees 
1995-98 

Bryan Dixon, 752-6830 
Chris Wilson, 753-3769 
Wendy Hellstern, 753-8750 
Susan Drown, 752-3797 
Bruce Pendery, 792-4150 
Jacl< Greene, 563-6816 
Alice Lindahl, 753-7744 
Ron Hellstern, 753-8750 
Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Susan Durham, 752-5637 
Tim & Jackie Henney, 755-6888 
Nancy Williams, 753-6268 

Suzanne Marychild, 755-5571; Peter Ruben, 797-
2490; Allen Christensen, 258-5018; Doug Tempel, 755-
6774 

1996- 99 Jack Greene, 563-6816; Lois Olson, 752-9085 
Ron Hellstern, 753-8750; Merr Lundahl, 753-1707 

1997- 20 Glen Gantz, 258-2748; Robert Schmidt, 755-9262 
Teri Peery, 753-3249; Mae Coover, 752-8871 

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a 
subscription to The Stilt, as well as the Audubon magazine. The editor 
of The Stilt invites submissions of any kind, due on the 15th of each 
month. Send to 280 N. 300 E., Logan, UT 84321. 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Application 

Yes, I ' d l ike to j o i n . 
Please enroll me as a member of the national Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send A U D U B O N 
magazine and m y membership card to the address below. 

M y check for $20 is enclosed. 

NAME 

I 

I 

ADDRESS 

C I T Y • STATE - ZIP -

Please make all checks payable to the National Audubon Society. 

ito^ Send this application and your check to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 

-^.rn^^L P.O. Box 51001 • Boulder, C O 80322-1001 

. L O C A L C H A P T E R . 

Bridgerland Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 3501 
Logan, UT 84323-3501 

W-52 
Local Chapter Code 
7XCHA 

I 

Subscriptions to The Stilt are available to non-members for 
$5.00 per year. Call Susan Durham, 752-5637. Also, call 
Susan for new subscriptions or address changes. 


