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state of ttie Society in ttie Year 2000:
Bryan Dixon's Parting Words as President
Following is the text of the address I .•\udubon Socict}' abve. I don't
gave at the recent BAS Banquet.
need to tell you that Bridgerland
Nowyou can subject yourself to the Audubon has survived. But has
it done well?
boredom of a late night speech without
even being there! Seriously, it's been Y o u can evaluate an organian honor to serve as President of
zation using a private sector
model that boils down to four
Bridgerland Audubon Society. These
wen my thoughts as I end my second questions. Does it have solid
products? Does it have a sound
term and turn over the reins.—Bryan
and loyal customer base? Is its

T

here are two questions I want to address. I'irst, what do I

need to tell you? Second, what
do you need to hear?

livery organization faces
challenges and crises over the
years only good ones survive,
in the summer o f 1996, BAS
faced its most serious crisis ever
when Allen Stokes, our mentor
and teacher, passed away. I rememl)er visiting A l a few
months prior and he made us
promise to keep Bridgerland

Bridgerland Audubon's mission is "to conserve, enhance,
and enjoy the natural environment with a special emphasis on
birds and their habitats for the
benefit and education o f humanit)' and for the biological
diversit}' o f the Earth." N A S
President, Donal C. O'Brien, Jr.,
phrases it more succincdy as

"In the summer of 1996, BAS faced its
most serious crisis ever when Allen Stokes,
our mentor and teacher passed away"

management competent and
efficient? . \ n d is it solvent and
capable o f meeting its financial
commitments? We can answer
yes to each o f those.

creating a "ciJture o f conservation."
Our products work on conservation issues, environmental
education programs, and field

Meet Your New BAS President

H

ello, My name is
Bruce Pendery. llie

became conservation chair during the last few years.
As the above indicates, my
purpose o f this article is
personal passion is for conserto introduce myself to you as 1
begin serving as your president vation activities. I think the biggest need relative to conservao f the Bridgerland Audubon
tion in Cache Valley is to get
Society. 1 have lived in Ixigan
beyond the purely volunteer
since 1982 and have been in
status o f efforts now. We need
volved with BAS almost that
paid conservation staff in (^ache
long. During the 1980s and
(^ount)' to pursue conservation
early 199()s 1 served as conservation chair and in several other full time. 'ITiere is a world o f
difference between someone
roles. During most o f the rewho is paid to be there every
mainder o f the 90s I took a
break from Audulion, but a^^ain day o f the week and who is al

ways available to answer the
phone, and those o f us who
shoehorn conservation activities
in between other responsibilities. Iliat is not to say BAS
should hire staff itself, but we
can facilitate the creation o f
such a position.
But while my personal passion IS conservation, I believe
the strength o f B.\ is its diversity o f activities. Thus my number one priority will be to keep
that diversity alive. Meld trips

trips. I n each o f these, we
strive to generate passion for
the out o f doors, and offer the
knowledge necessar)' for individuals to have a mearungful
and positive impact on our
world.
O n the conservation front,
our members write comments,
organize meetings, attend hearings, and write letters to the
editor. We speak out on forest
issues, timber sales, O R V abuse
and grazing reform. We fight
for wetlands protection, water
quality in the Bear and its tributaries, and rational wildlife management. We worked on the
lx)gan Canyon highway, planrung to protect open space, water management, and even urban parks and environments.
We produce and fund work
shops and we pay for part o f an
(Continued on page 3)

This Month:
•

New BAS Officers
Elected

•

More Great Outings
Offered

•

Reports from Early
Spring I'ield Trips

Next Month:
•

More on Amalga
Barrens

•

New series profiles
BAS members

•

Kid's Place Returns

Calendar
Meetings & Notices

M

ay's Board of
Trustees meeting I S 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 4, at the
home o f Bruce Pendery, 755
C^anyon Road, Logan. A l l
BAS members are invited to
join us as we review ongoing projects, priorities and
issues.

Looking for our new
email address? It's:

stiltnews®
hotmall.
com
.\nd don't
forget the
website:
http://www.audubon.org/
chapter/ut/bridgerland

Did you notice? O u r
publication's namesake, the
Suit, arnved back in the valley last month. 'ITie first
sighting reported to us was
April 6.

u

pcoming Field

Trips - Oral) your
datebook and pencil

•

Saturday, June 3. East
(^ache N'alley and Ixjwer
(-anyons Birding.

•

Friday, June 16. Evening I'uU M o o n Canoe
Tnp

•

Wednesday, June 21.
Summer Solstice Iwening (2anoc T r i p

•

Saturday, June 24.
Tonv Grove Wildlife.

T

Field Trips

T

tlis montti's general meeting is at

7 p.m., Thursday,
May 11 at (Chapter 2 Books,
130 N . 100
East,
Ix)gan.
Bruce
lliompson,
education
director o f
Friends o f
the Cireat Salt Lake, will give
a talk entided "ITie Lake
Effect: Living Along the
Shores o f Something Cireat."

C

he Great Salt Lalce
Birding Festival
kicks o f f at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 6 at the

Davis County Fairground
and runs through Saturday,
May 13, with field trips,
workshops, bird demonstrations, children's activities,
displays, vendors, local artists, and live entertainment.
O n Saturday, May 6 at
6:30 p.m., Pete Durme o f
Cape May Observatory in
New Jersey will be guest
speaker at an International
Dinner at the I'airpark.
Dimne will also sign books
from 1 4 p.m. O n Sunday,
May 7, there are several
"behind the gates" field trips
to the Bear River Migratory
Bird Refuge, Oillmor Sanctuary' and Antelope Island.
Most events require a small
fee. See the festival's website
at h t t p : / / w w w . greatsaltlakebirdfest.com for a schedule
o f events and registration
information.

ould you spare

some time to install
bird boxes for owls
or bluebirds? BAS
trustee Dick l l u r r e n says he
has a garage fuU o f
them—
They're just
waiting for
eager

w

hands. Call
him at
(4.35)7.^42653.

est Cache Valley Birding-Join
us Saturday, May

6, as we explore some o f the
benches and canyons on the
west side o f ("ache \'alley
looking for grassland spar
rows (including (Jrasshopper
Sparrows), Sharp tailed
Cirousc, and early warblers.
'ITie shorebird migration
should still be active, so we
might stop by Shirley's
Shorebird Mud Bar. Meet
early at 8 a.m. at the parking
lot north o f Straw Ibis (50
East and 150 N o r t h , Logan).
Bring lunch and water, for
we may n{)t return until midafternoon. For more information, caU Keith, 752-8258.

All BAS field trips are
open to the public. I'or more
information, call the trip
leader listed at the end o f
each descripoon.

Don't tiave a canoe?
\'ou can still join us. Consider renting one at USU
Outdoor Recreation Center
or Trailhead Sports.
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T

he
hird
Annual Bear River Bird
Festival, Saturday, May

13, is free and centered at
the Bear River Migratory
Bird Refuge. Activities begin
with a breakfast at Pioneer
Park in Brigham City on
West Forest Street from 710:30 a.m. Birding tours and
displays will be held at the
Refuge from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
For more information, contact Knsten Ciilbert at (435)
723 .5887 x18, or kristen_gilbert@fws.gov. BAS
board member, D o n
Mclvor, is organizing display
tables for BAS on both Saturday events. 'ITie festival
also needs experienced bird
ers to volunteer for short
shifts o f a couple o f hours to
help visitors identify birds at
stations around the dike. I f
you can help, contact D o n at
563-6189 or puma(^cache.
net.

A

nnual Bear River
Canoe Trips -

'ITiesc are our traditional one-day trips
down our own Bear River to
explore wildlife and nparian
habitats. We're sure to see
some good warblers and the
occasional beaver and musk
rat. Ponder the CJreat Blue
1 leron rookery that went
from 100 nests in 1986 to
Z F l R O i n 1997 and now
back to over 40! Reservations
required to keep the number
o f canoes to about 10 each
day. Call Alice Undahl, 753
7744, to register for Saturday, or Tim Vitale, 753 3814,
to register for Sunday.

From the Board
ment? I believe our incoming
proud o f the work we're doing.
officers and current trustees
In 1994,1 attended some o f
form the most active and
my first Board meetings at the
knowledgeable board I've
home <)f Alice 1 Jndahl, where
fContmued from page I)
known in Audubon. 'ITiey
we were glowing over several
range from students to retired
victories and successful camfolks, and include business peo- paigns. After about 20 minutes
ple, educators and profession
o f that, 1 remember that A l
als. A l l o f them care about
Stokes broke in and said,
environmental lobbyist to the
",Ahem, so, what are you going
Utah legislature. We work with what we do, give thoughtful
input
on
all
issues
and
devote
to do to increase attendance at
other groups locally and on the
hours o f their personal time on our meetings? Why aren't there
Wasatch Front.
more families? Why aren't
Our major thrust in environ- a myriad o f projects and programs. Most o f the incoming
there more students?" My
mental education for youth is
through the Stokes Nature Cen- board already have several years Granny couldn't have put it
better when she said, "WTien
ter, which we founded and still o f experience in Bridgerland
help to fund. However, in the
last five years we've also sponsored over twenty-five m m i grants to local teachers totaling "This is a wonderful place, but we, all of us, have
over $10,000 and we sponsor
a responsibility to help conserve it. If we don't,
Audubon Adventures in two
who will?"
do/cn classrooms i n Cache
Valley.

state of
ttie Society

We promote education in
the general public through our
regiJar meetings and outings.
Last year we held eight interesting monthly meetings and led
over 30 field trips, each one
designed to educate participants
about some wonder o f our
natural world. Though some
trips demand physical endurance, such as the trip to the
Wellsville Hawkwatch, most arc
designed with families in mind.

Audubon. They can provide
the continuity and enthusiasm
needed to carry the organization forward. O u r newsletter,
already noticed by other Audubon organizations as regular,
timely, and full o f good stuff, is
getting even better.

you think you're green you're
growing. When you think you're
ripe, you're rotten." That's the
second question, what do you
need to know? The answer is
that there is so much more we
you - should be doing.

Our products need to be
expanded. We're not working
on air quality - which is really
transportation. We do nothing
about recycling. We're not addressing non-point source water
pollution - there's a great deal
more we could do to force
good citizenship on the part o f
farmers who live along the Bear
River. We don't watch for all
the small construction projects
that inexorably eat up our wetlands. We aren't doing anything
That's the answer to the first on state-owned lands. We do
precious little on open space.
So, we have good products, question - that's what 1 needed
Only a few o f us have spent the
and a ready and stable base o f
to tell you. We have a strong
endless hours necessary to be
customers, what about manage- organization and we should be

A n d our customers respond.
We currently have over 330
memberships, which works out
to almost one thousand people.
But we don't require membership - we also welcome the general pubhc in all we do. A n d
are they satisfied? They say so,
and they make Bridgerland
.\udubon Societ)' the single
largest, most active, and 1 believe, most respected conservation organization in northern
Utah.

A n d , finances? We're doing
O K , thanks in part to the generosit}' o f the Stokes family, but
we also benefit from the donations o f many members who
have given spontaneously, or
during Birdathons, auctions,
and special fundraising efforts.
Thanks to them, we currendy
have enough assets that we
could continue at our current
level o f expenditures for 3-4
years without further assistance.

gm to understand the many
projects and programs imderwa\ in the Forest Service. We
don't address any o f the projects in the Caribou National
Forest just a few miles to the
north. We're not active in endangered species. We don't
monitor grazing. We don't
work much on wilderness. We
aren't buying up critical habitats.
A n d our customers? It's
true our membership has stayed
steady these last few years while
that o f some environmental
groups has even declined. But
with the increasing population
in Cache Count)', a greater
awareness o f environmental
issues generally in the Umted
States, and a local university
population, why is our membership stuck at 3.S0? Shouldn't
our membership be several
thousand? Moreover, we only
see a small fraction o f our
members at meetings and outings.
Management? Yes, we have
a dedicated Board, and we have
a number o f enthusiastic trip
leaders and a solid core group
o f acti\'ists who do research,
write comments, attend meetings, organize events and put
out information to our governmental officials and the press.
But the number o f activists is
less than 10 percent o f our
membership. We all lead busy
lives. We have responsible
jobs. Many o f us came to this
place or stay in this place because o f the mountains and
marshes and we want to spend
a sigmficant part o f our time
out there, and not necessarily in
meetings - I know. This is a
wonderfiil place, but we, alloi
us, have a responsibility to help
conserve it. I f we don't, who
will?
(Continued on page 4)

From the Board
state of
ttie Society
(Continued from page 3)

We belong to Audubon because we believe in the "cidture
o f conservation." We believe
that our place is witbin the
world, among its creatures - not
on "top" o f it. We delight in the
joys o f discovery o f natiure, and
we delight even more in sharing
our knowledge with others.
We just need to expand that
a little bit. Many hands make
light work, goes the (Chinese
saying. I f each o f us tried to
donate just a few hours every
few months, BAS woidd gain a
great deal. Allen Stokes was a
master o f the ask. You'd see
him across the room, heading
your way, and you coiJdn't
escape. A few seconds later,
he'd be right there asking you to
do something for Audubon.
"Organize this? H o w about

New President
((. 'onlinued from page I)

the Christmas Bird Count,
education, monthly member
ship meetmgs (speakers),
and the Stilt, are all critical to
maintaining this rather remarkably active organization.
I hope we can maintain an
approximately equal balance
among conservation, education, and the many other
activities we engage in.
I f I can be o f help to you
or you have a comment or
concern, call me at 792-41.SO
or email me at bruce(fl),mail.
nl.net. 1 look forward to
serving you and BAS.
—Bruce Pendery

sitting at a membership table
next Wednesday? Can you get a
few friends together to help out
on the tree planting project next
month? Would you take on the
banquet this year? I l o w about
leading the Birdathon? Y o u can
do it!" A n d , trying to hide your
reluctance, you'd agree. A n d
then, you'd do the deed, and it
W O U L D take effort and time
and usually money. But, in do-

A n d financially, well, yes, we
are solvent. But maybe that's
because we've set our sights too
low. Instead o f $500 projects,
we need to start spending
$5,000 a year to acquire some
critical wetlands just a litde
north o f here. We really should
be spending $50,000 a year on a
full time office for environmental matters - right here in
I>ogan. We can afford it. Y o u

"Get involved. Feed the passion for conservation. And learn the knowledge to channel that
passion to good deeds for our fellow critters now
and in the future."

ing it you'd discover a real joy o f participating, o f contributing,
and reveling in good works with
your fellows. It's a helluva lot
more fim giving that receiving,
as each o f us has discovered in
our adulthood.

know there's work enough to
do, and i f each member kicked
in just $200 per year, we'd have
it! A n d then there's the next big
challenge. We need $500,000 to
create a new nature center out
in the valley. The Allen and

Alice Stokes Namre in Ix)gan
Canyon needs a partner - the
Allen and Alice Stokes Nature
O n t e r in Cache Valley, a place
along the Bear River where we
can lay out trails and develop
plantings for wildlife, and where
young and old can learn more
about our world.
So, yes, I need to tell you
that we've done well. We're
doing all right. You can be
proud o f being a member o f
Bridgerland Audubon Society.
But the other thing you need
to hear is that we can do better.
We can do it together all o f us.
.\nd we can do it now. Right
now. Get involved. Feed the
passion for conservation. A n d
learn the knowledge to channel
that passion to good deeds for
our fellow critters now and in
the future.
Bridgerland Audubon has a
place for you - in activism, m
education, in outings, and in
good fim and fellowship. You
are Audubon. We are what vou
do.
—Bryan Dixon

Election 2000 Brings New BAS Officers

R

esults of ttlis year's
election of officers

Bill Masslich, a science
teacher at Cache Valley I x a m ing Center, will take over as
didn't include any surprises, but the results are vice president, a position for
mcrly held by Chris Wilson.
now official.
Suzanne Pratt fills an empty
All candidates nominated
spot
as BAS's secretary, while
for office or seats on the board
Susan D r o w n continues as the
o f trustees met with approval
organization's treasurer.
o f voting BAS members and
Beginning three year terms
were introduced at the annual
on
the board o f trustees are
Bridgerland Audubon Society
long
time Auduboners Mae
annual banquet on April 14 .
Most notably, Brjan D i x o n Coovcr, Ron Cioode, D o n
Mclvor, and Teri Perry.
steps down as president after
serving two consecutive terms.
Taking his place is former conservation chair Bruce Pendery,
a lx)gan attorney.

Other changes o f note in
elude the creation o f a wet
lands conservation chair, held
by Ahce 1 indahl. Bryan D i x o n

has agreed to accept the position o f membership chair,
while Bruce's ascent to the
presidency has left the conservation chair open. Anyone interested in picking up where he
left o f f should contact a member o f the board.
In addition, Miriam 1 lugentobler has taken over editorship o f the Stilt, a position held
by Stokes Nature Center's lx)is
Olson for eight years, l ^ i s will
continue as a BAS trustee.
As always, i f you need to
contact your officers, their
phone numbers arc listed on
the Stilt's back page.

From the Field
Eagle Watch at Willard Canyon

tree slope was more or less a
controlled slide through the
deep snow. 1 lf)wever, the hike
down the quartz rock slope was
much easier than the hike up it,
and Jack Greene made an amazing discovery along the way. He
found a Native American pictograph at the entrance o f a small
cave. We took a few picmres o f
I t , and theorized it might represent an eagle coincidently fitting
the theme o f our hike.

e started our
March 11 outing
parking lot debating
whether or not to gt> on the trip
based on the wintry weather
conditions. 1 lowever,
Reinhardt Jockel's enthusiasm
and Jack Greene's arrival for the
trip swayed our thinking to give
it a go.

We saw several eagles on the
hike down which were a beautiful sight against the quartz rock
backdrop. ReinhardtJockel
even found some small wildflowers just starring to bloom.
Just as we thought the advenmre was coming to an end, we
found oiurselves on another
mtjre or less controlled slide
down a loose dirt emlianknient
of the gravel pit making our
way back to the cars.

When we arnved at the
gravel pit m Willard, we could
only see a few eagles o f f in the
distance towards the CJreat Salt
Lake causing us to second guess
our decision. I lowever, we decided to hike out o f the gravel
pit to the bottom o f the quartz
rock slope, but no eagles in
sight. We decided to continue
hiking which mmcd into climbmg up the quartz rock slope
being careful o f footing on
snow patches and hand holds
on prickly pear cactus. A l though we still did not see any
eagles, I did manage to find
some pnckh- pear cacms causing me to pull quills from my
hands.

Just as we thought the eagle
having a snack and enjoying the occasional snow showers. Dewatching was over, a mature
view o f the (ireat Salt Lake.
spite the wintry conditions, we
bald eagle flew over our car as
We continued hiking up a Juni- decided to eat lunch and wait
we were getting in it. Despite
per tree slope i n calf- to kneefor eagles, but no eagles came.
the wintry conditions and not
deep snow to our destination, a Just as cold weather forced an
seeing as many eagles as in years
spectacular overlook o f Willard early departure, three bald ea
past, the eagles we saw and dis(Canyon on top o f 1000-foot
gles flew overhead putting on
covenes we made more than
cliffs, but no eagles.
an aerial show making the hike
even more worthwhile than just made up for the strenuous yet
As spectacular as the view
At the top o f the quartz rock
adventurous hiking.
the view.
was, the overlook was snowslope, we fmally saw some
covered, windy, and cold with
—Jim Kings/and
ITie
hike
down
the
juniper
golden and bald eagles while

Sage Grouse

A

Courtship in Curiew Nationai

group of about 20

closer together for their conjunction near the sun May 26people led by LeRoy
30, which will be visible in the
Bcasley journeyed
east not long before simrise.
. \ p r i l 7 from Logan to
We got up at 5 a.m. in the
Curlew N'alley m Southern
darkness the next day, to get to
Idaho about 6 miles north o f
Snowville, Utah. We camped on the leks led by I-'orest Service
Biologist Ken Timothy, a USU
the shore o f Stone Reservoir.
When it got dark we had a great graduate. I n part we had to
drive over trackless sagebrush
look at the three planets
to get to the lookout ridge from
(Jupiter, Saturn and Mars) low
where we could see the sage
in the western sky. Mars will
pass both going east while Jupi- grouse on other ridges against
the brightening eastern sk\
ter and Saturn area getting

Grasslands

Br)'an D i x o n counted 31 o f the
big birds strutting aroimd. Their
courtship is a rather sedate affair compared to the Sharptailed Grouse's, which is rather
frentic. Both species are doing
prettj' well here, according to
Timothy. They are not endangered or threatened here as they
could be m other parts o f their
range. What the reasons are is
not known despite many studies. A t Curlew National Grassland, thcv do a lot of active
5

management o f vegetation such
as burning, disking, and reseeding to provide a diversity o f
habitats.
We renimed to the camp for
breakfast, then went birding to
the north end o f the reservoir
and Sweetan Pond. We saw
more loons on the water. Some
people were lucky to hear them
call and see them display. We
also saw and heard a Sage
Thrasher sing.
—Reinhardt jockel
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The Bridgerland Audubon Society meets the second Thursday of each month,
September through June, in the upstairs of Chapter Two Books, 130 N . 100
East, Logan. Meetings stan at 7 p.m. The BAS Planning Committee meets at 7
p.m. on the first Thursday of each month, September through June.
Locations change monthly. Check calendar page. Everyone is welcome.

National Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Application
Yes,

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Wetlands
Education
Membership
Field Trips
Newsletter
Circulation
Hospitality
Hotline
Trustees

Bruce Pendery, 792-4150
Bill Masslich, 753-1759
Suzanne Pratt, 713-0197
Susan Drown, 752-3797
Ahce Lindahl, 753-7744
Jack Greene, 563-6816
Bryan Dixon, 752-6830
Keith Archibald, 752-8258
Miriam Hugentobler, 752-8237
Susan Durham, 752-5637
Tim & Jackie Henney, 755-6888
Nancy Williams, 753-6268

1998-2001 Jack Greene, 563-6616; Ron Hellstern, 753-8750
Merr Lundahl, 753-1707; Lois Olson, 752-9085
1999- 2002 Jim Cane, 713-4668; Allen Christensen, 258-5018
Val Grant, 752-7572 ; Dick Hurren, 734-2653
2000- 2003 Mae Coover, 752-8871; Ron Goede, 752-96f50
Don Mclvor, 563-6189; Teri Peery, 753-3249

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a subscription to
77;? Stilt, as well as Aiidiihon magazine. The editor of The Stilt invites
submissions of any kind, due on the 15''" of each month. Send to
stiltnews@hotmail, or to Stih Editor, Bridgerland Audubon Society, P.O. Box
3501, Logan, U T 84323-3501.

l l l l u M l l l M i l l l M i l N

I'd like to join.

Please enroll me as a member of the national Audubon
Society and of my local chapter Please send A U D U B O N
magazine and my membership card to the address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed.
NAME
ADDRESS
STATE

ZIP -

Please make all checlu payable to the National A u d u t w n Society

—m^^L

Send this application and your check to:
National Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Data Center
PO. Box 51001 • Boulder, CO 80322-1001
. LOCAI.CHAPTKR .

Bridgerland Audubon Society
P.O. Box 3501
Logan, UT 84323-3501

W-52
L o c a l Chapter C o d e
7XCHA

Subscriptions to The Stilt are available to non-members for
$10.00 per year. Call Susan Durham, 752-5637. Also, call
Susan for new subscriptions or address changes.

