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the Charms 
of an early 
winter 

morning: tiny, crystal 
flakes sinking slowly 
through dark, frozen air; 
the still blanket of 
glowing white, hiding all 
of earth's imperfections 
with soft night shadows; 
and the calm, echoing 
silence of the frozen, 
sleeping night. The 
moon falls, replaced by 
sleepy streaks of 
sunlight that warm the 
pale landscape with a 
golden glow. From far 
off, the crunch of boots 
on snow approaches the 
annual lookout point for 
one of a century's 
Christmas Bird Counts. 
Noses and fingertips are 
numb, but binoculars 
are ready as 5 0 to 6 0 
faithful BAS members 
make their way to 
designated areas in 
Hyde Park to count 
birds. 

This has been a scene 
recognized by Audubon 
Birders for 1 0 2 years 
nationally, 4 2 years 
locally, as the annual 
Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC). This year's count, 
the 4 3 " ' annual, will be 
held on Saturday, 

One CoM D̂ y 
December lA'^^. As 
usual, birders will start 
early counting owls and 
then moving on to any 
other fowl one can spot 
for the rest of the day. 
Half-time at lunch calls 
for the sharing of suc­
cess stories and reorien­
tation to the job. In the 
evening, a traditional 
potluck dinner is ar­
ranged to defrost the 
frozen birders and 
compile the collected 
data. 

Some of our dedicated 
BAS members have been 
participating in the local 
CBC for years. I'm a new 
member myself and 
truthfully, the whole idea 
had me curious. (So you 
just sit in the cold and 
count birds all day?) I got 
the feeling that there 
must be more to it than 
that. I mean, this thing 
has been going on for a 
hundred years. So I 
asked a few veteran bird 
counters to share some 
close-to-home experi­
ences of what the CBC is 
really about. 

Sue Drown, of the North 
Logan CBC route, 
relates a story of one of 
those unreal, pristine 
scenes that must make 
the long, cold birding 
hours worth it. 
"The elusive flock of 
rosy finches remains a 
CBC pearl. It's usually 
reserved for the truly 
intrepid, like John & 
Terry Barnes and others 
who actually leave the 
warmth of their cars and 
venture for extended 
distances where few, 
but special, birds can be 
found. This year, it was 
very foggy, like what you 
find skiing when you are 
encased in a winter 
cloud. Then, through the 
cloud we saw another, 
darker, whirling cloud 
against the white. We 
followed it as best we 
could and finally, we 
met it, and it came alive 
as a flock of at least 
1 ,000 rosy finches, on 
the road, shifting here 
and there, lifting and 
resting, a cloud of life 
within a cloud of winter." 

tCdiitiniWil on pttiic 2f 
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..^L Allen Christensen is ''fll̂ l̂ ^ one of those 
9i' 4 intrepid birders 

Sue spoke of. He 
covers Birch 

Creek up Smithfield 
Canyon. His story calls 
into question anyone 
who thinks that counting 
birds is a low-adventure 
activity. "My fr iend, 

John, was talking to 
me about being 
stalked by a cougar. 

"He told me about how 
this cougar had come up 
to within 3 5 feet of him. 
I know that cats are 
pretty curious animals 
and curiosity can bring 
them really close. 

About 2 weeks later it 
was t ime for the Christ­
mas Bird Count and I 
went to the counting 
area I always do. I 
started off by myself at 
3 a .m. I was going owl-
ing. There was a good 
moon. The temperature 
was about zero. I started 
up the roadway, parked 
my truck a little low, and 
cl imbed the fence. 

By this t ime it's 4 : 3 0 or 
so, and I'm getting 
higher in the mountains, 
about a mile away from 
my car. It's a wonderfully 
beautiful morning. I'm 
enthusiastic. I'm skiing, 
working hard and on the 
edge of being cold be­
cause of all the stopping 
I have to do. Maybe a 
mile and a half away 

f rom the gate, I look 
down in the moonlight 
on the snow and I see 
cougar tracks enter the 
[trail] and I think, "Wow! 
That's neat, there's a 
cougar track." As I ski 
along it leaves the [trail] 
and I stop and call owls. 
I almost don't pay it any 
mind at all . 

It continues much the 
same way. The cougar 
tracks come back. It's 
about 8 a.m.; the light is 
up. It's not full light, but 
it's light enough that I 
can see the track is 
fresh. I take my glove off 
and reach down and 
touch the track. The 
track is really soft. It 
hasn't had a chance to 
change much and I 
think, "Wow, I am within 
15 minutes of that cou­
gar." 

This t ime when it left the 
track it walked into a 
deep snow. As it was 
going uphill it would 
press its feet forward 
into the snow and ex­
pose its claws. This gave 
me a real good look at 
the structure of this 
cat's foot and how big it 
was. That was the first 
t ime I felt like "You 
know, I should be a little 
careful. I'm 4-5 miles 
away from anybody." 
You know it's just para­
noia. That's a big cat. I 
know which side of the 
trail it's on now and I'm 
a little paranoid about 
this thing. 

I continue. A few less 
owls now. I check for 

other kinds of birds and 
I'm doing the survey go­
ing up the canyon. The 
tracks are back and 
sure enough, they are 
sterling fresh. I'm not 
really making any noise 
other than natural 
noises and I'm not doing 
much of that, just skiing 
up in the deep snow by 
myself. 

Now we come to a rise; 
the cougar tracks go 
over the rise and down 
into a little crossing 
where the creek comes 
up in the road. I 
watched the tracks go 
right down to the creek. I 
took off my skis. I knew I 
was close. I didn't know 
quite what to do but I 
thought my skis would 
be my best weapons 
(not on my feet but in 
my hands). So I took the 
skis and walked down to 
the river and saw where 
the cat had been drink­
ing. The cat had pushed 
down the ice shelf as it 
leaned fonward to get a 
drink. I thought, "If my 
skills in touching the 
freshness of animals in 
snow aren't very good, 
this will be the test." I 
reached down where the 
ice had been broken 
into the running water 
and lifted it up. There 
were no molecules that 
weren't there. 

I noticed that when the 
cat left, he left in a 
hurry, to my left. He 
looked like he'd been 
startled. So I got my bin­
oculars out and climbed 

(Continued on paf-e 7) 
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BAS Board of Trustees Meeting. The BAS Board of Trustees holds its regular monthly 
meeting Wednesday night at 7 p.m. at the offices of Bio-Resources, 135 E. Center, Logan. All 
interested are invited to attend. 

/ BAS General Meeting with Luke Smith, Falconer and Wildlife Educator. Come get up 
close and personal with a Harris hawk, gyre falcon and a great-horned owl. Luke Smith, 
falconer and wildlife educator, will be showing off these birds and talking about their 

ecology. Bring the young birders to this meeting for a bird's eye look at these magnificent creatures! 
Luke and his birds have been traveling to area schools for several years now, working to teach young 
people about importance and beauty of birds of prey. The meeting will be held at the Logan City 
meeting room, 255 N. Main at 7 p.m. All are welcome. , , 

Annual Logan Christmas Bird Count. A tradition in England since 1900, the Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC) is now held in many areas of the United States, and has been held in the 
same area in Cache Valley for over 20 years. Last year we counted over 20,000 birds and 

about 90 species. Teams are assigned particular areas, and some folks start before dawn and go until 
dark. However, participants are welcome even if they can take part for only a few hours. Inexperienced 
birders are welcome; they will be paired with an experienced birder. A potluck dinner is held afterwards, 
where we go over the numbers and species of birds we saw. Please come join us. The more participants 
we have, the more fun we have and the more accurate and complete our count is. If you can help out, 
call Dr. Keith Archibald, 752-8258. If you want to participate but don't have binoculars, don't let that 
stop you; Call Dick Hurren (435) 734-2653, and he will find a pair you can borrow for the day. 

Field Trip to Locations of Rare/Unusual CBC Birds Sightings. Join us as we go back to 
some of the spots where rare or unusual birds were spotted during the CBC. No promises 
can be made that the birds will still be there, but often they are. For further info, call Dick 

Hurren (435) 734-2653 

if you '(i like to come ̂ long on 3 fiel4 trip bui (Jo not h^ve binocuhts, 
cj I I Pick l-iunen (455) 754-2655. He'll fimj .3 paii-fofyou to use. 
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N^tion^l Notes 
Act for-the Bi>4s 

have a 
window 
of op­

portunity. Today, the 
vast majority of the spe­
cies of birds in North 

America still exist in 
viable numbers in 
some remnant of 

suitable habitat. To­
day, we who love 

birds and the natural 
world in general exist 

in greater numbers 
than ever before, 

and those numbers 
are growing rap­
idly. And today, we 
have the tools that 

allow us to know and 
monitor that fragile 

world with depth and 
breadth that was uni­
maginable 10 years ago, 
let alone 102 years ago 
when the first Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC) was 
held. With these ele­
ments in place, we are 
all able to participate in 
conservation efforts. In 
fact, it is our mandate -
our obligation - to be­
come citizen scientists. 

Over one hundred years 
ago, a handful of Christ­
mas Bird Counters be­
gan a tradition by re­
cording the species and 
their numbers in 2 5 cir­
cles around the conti ­

nent. This year you can 
be among the tens of 
thousands who gather 
data in some of those 
same circles and in over 
1 9 0 0 additional sites. But 
now, rather than waiting 
months to enjoy or study 
those data, you'll be able 
to see the results as soon 
as they are entered into 
the on-line database. And 
right now 102 years of 
reports are available for 
many uses, but especially 
conservation. Using this 
immense vault of CBC 
data (found at http:// 
audubon.org/bird/cbc/ 
hr/index.html) , you can 
now conduct your own 
local, regional, or national 
study with relative ease. 
Please tell us what you 
f ind. 

More than 15 years ago, 
Project FeederWatch 
(visit http:// 
www.birdsource.org/pfw) 
became a continent-wide 
project sponsored by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
the Canadian Nature Fed­
eration, Bird Studies Can­
ada, and National Audu­
bon. Following a careful 
protocol, thousands of 
dedicated observers -
some elderly, some 
housebound - have col­
lected data about the 

status of feeder birds 
across the continent 
from November through 
April. When participants 
reported an illness 
among House Finches, 
the network of Feeder-
Watchers made it possi­
ble to track the disease, 
identified as avian con­
junctivitis, as it spread 
throughout the eastern 
half of the country. Ad­
ditionally, the huge ^ 
amount of data gath- M 
ered during this project 
is precious to the under­
standing of climate's 
impact on bird popula­
tions as well as of the 
general health of these 
populations. All of this 
information is now sub­
mitted and quickly avail­
able on-line. 

The Great Backyard Bird 
Count orGBBC 
(available at http:// 
www.birdsource.com/ 
gbbc/ ) will be 6 years 
old this February 14-17. 
Submitted entirely on­
line, the approximately 
5 0 , 0 0 0 checklists from 
every state and province 
provide a winter snap­
shot of the status of our 
birds on that count 
weekend. A monitoring 
project that is designed 
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to allow beginners and 
experts alike to partici­
pate, GBBC aims to en­
gage and educate fami ­
lies and individuals in 
the hopes that they will 
continue their involve­
ment through other bird 
monitoring projects. As 
with other projects, 
GBBC data become 
more and more valuable 
with each year that the 
information is compiled. 
Explore the results from 
your state or province, a 
region of the continent, 
or all of North America. 

When we began to re­
ceive letters, emails, 
and phone calls in Au­
gust about dwindling 
bird numbers in a vari­
ety of neighborhoods 
around the east and 
mid-west, we were 
alarmed and concerned. 
These reports seemed 
to coincide with the 
spread of the West Nile 
Virus. As this year's 
warm months came to 
an end, we could do lit­
tle but provide informa­
tion (available at http:// 
audubon.org/bird/ 
westni levirus.html) , 
caution against inappro­
priate reactions like 
rampant pesticide appli­
cation, and educate re­
garding alternative re­
sponses. We had no 
broad scale, summer 

monitoring data for com­
parison to recent 2 0 0 2 
surveys. 

However, this winter, we 
can all do much more. 
While no one was think­
ing of a scenario like the 
West Nile threat when 
these citizen science 
monitoring projects were 
developed, in the end, 
we have built a platform 
for an informed re­
sponse to just such an 
event. The winter pro­
jects are in place and 
years of data have been 
collected. 

So let's use these tools 
to learn as much as pos­
sible about the impact 
of this disease on our 
winter bird populations 
as we continue to collect 
long-term data. It is, of 
course, critically impor­
tant that we maintain 
the same protocol as in 
previous years when we 
collect data this winter. 

Heading into the future, 
take a look ateBi rd 
(available at http:// 
www.birdsource.org), a 
new BirdSource tool that 
allows anyone to report 
any species, anywhere, 
and anytime. eBird 
opens a new era of citi ­
zen science when we 
can have all of the base­
line data as they are 

needed, which will help 
our birds in a t ime of 
increasing threats from 
habitat loss to West Nile 
virus. All citizen scien­
tists can participate in 
eBird and other projects 
through BirdSource at 
their level of expertise 
and as their t ime allows. 

The window of conserva­
tion opportunity through 
which we gaze must be­
come a door through 
which we step into ac­
t ion. Report banded, 
tagged, and marked 
birds as well as your ob­
servations of rarities 
and unusual occur­
rences. Get involved 
with your local Important 
Bird Area program 
http://audubon.org/ 
bird/iba/index.html, 
helping to monitor birds 
at some of their most 
important places. And 
participate in citizen sci­
ence projects at your 
level of ability and com­
fort. Remember, you 
will double your impact 
if you take along a 
fr iend; and you'll mult i ­
ply it many t imes over if 
you include a scout 
troop or a class of kids. 

—Sa//y Conyne 
Director, Citizen Science 

National Audubon 
Science Office 



Page 6 The Stilt 

State Notes 
Still Seekina Nominations 
foF- L/t̂ b's Important Bi>ct Ah-ê  PhodF-̂ m 

ave you ever 
seen a sharp-
tailed grouse? 

In Cache County there 
used to be "thousands 
of these chickens until 
about 1 8 7 5 w/hen they 
began to dwindle." Now 
sharp-tailed grouse oc­
cur in only 5 percent of 
their historic range. In 

1 9 3 5 the sharp-
tailed grouse 
statewide fall 

population was es­
t imated at 1 ,500 
birds. In large part 
due to the Conser­

vation Reserve Pro­
gram, the statewide fall 
population in 1 9 9 9 was 
estimated at 1 0 , 7 8 2 
birds. (Source: Strategic 
Management Plan for 
Colombian Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Division of Wild­
life Resources, June 1 1 , 
2002. ) 

While the details haven't 
been worked out and 
the landowners would 
need to agree, eastern 
Box Elder County could 
be an Important Bird 
Area (IBA) site because 
this is the area most 
heavily used by sharp-
tailed grouse in Utah. 

Eastern Box Elder 
County is just one of 
many potential Impor­
tant Bird Area sites for 
Utah. Perhaps you know 
an area that you think 
should be an IBA site. 

Last May the nomination 
forms and criteria for 
the Utah IBA program 
were established. Since 
then, with the help of 
numerous individuals, 
many potential IBA sites 
across the state have 
been mentioned. 

Val Grant, chair of the 
Utah IBA Technical 
Team (and President of 
Bridgerland Audubon 
Society) asked at the 
Nov. 14 Technical Team 
meeting that IBA sites 
be nominated by Feb. 
15. After nominating a 
site, the technical team 
will review the nomina­
tion form and ensure 
that the site meets the 
Utah IBA criteria includ­
ing such things as bird 
use and landowner per­
mission. Although nomi­
nations for IBA sites will 
always be encouraged, 
an effort will be made to 
take the sites nomi­

nated by February 15 
and have them ready for 
public announcement in 
May 2 0 0 3 . 

Individuals and groups 
are definitely encour­
aged to nominate a site. 
If you are wondering 
whether someone is al­
ready nominating a site 
please contact me at 
wmartinson® 
audubon.org or (801) 
3 5 5 - 8 1 1 0 . The easiest 
place to get the nomina­
tion form and criteria, as 
well as a fuller explana­
tion about the IBA pro­
gram is on the web at 
www.audubon.org/bird/ 
iba/utah. 

In coming months more 
information will be pro­
vided about the IBA pro­
gram and individual IBA 
sites. Also, please let 
me know if you would 
like to receive updates 
regarding the Utah IBA 
program via e-mail. 

- —Wayne Martinson, 
Utah important Bird 

Areas Coordinator 
National Audubon Society 
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CBC 
(ConliiuieJfrom pai^e 2) 

the hill a little bit at his 
tracks. They went into a 
thicket. I swept the 
thicket completely; there 
was nothing coming out 
of that thicket. So I put 
my skis back on and 
kept going higher into 
the mountain. 

I kept checking the 
place. When I came 
back I saw tracks leaving 
that thicket. That whole 
time he was watching 
me. It was fun." 

There may be discussion 
on whether or not being 
tracked by a cougar is 
fun , but it certainly is an 
adventure unexpected 
in the context of bird 
counting. 

It's a cold job, but some­
body's got to do it. If you 
are new or not so new to 
BAS and are interested 
in participating in this 
year's count, contact 
Keith Archibald, 7 5 2 -
8 2 5 8 . 

He can let you know 
where to go and what to 
do. 

To help cover the cost of 
compiling, there is a 
small fee of $ 5 . 0 0 , with 
those under 18 free. 

Oh, and don't forget the 
potluck that evening! 
This year's potluck will 
once again be at the 
home of Susan and 
David Drown, 1 7 7 6 East 
1 4 0 0 North in Logan, 
7 5 2 - 3 7 9 7 , and will be­
gin at 6 p.m. 

The evening wraps up 
with the traditional com­
pilation reports where 
we total up all the spe­

cies - t h e hits and the 
misses — and share the 
joy of being actively in­
volved in the conserva­
tion of birds. 

Don't wonder what all 
the bird-counting fuss is 
about anymore. Come 
out and experience it for 
yourself this year. Ad­
venture, beauty and 
camaraderie await you. 

—Joyce McMullin 

A * ^ I con1 ucubon 
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contacts 

Trustees 
2000- 2003 Mae Coover, 752 -8871: Ron Goede, 752-9650 

Teri Peery, 753-3249 
2001- 2004 IVIerr Lundahl, 753-1707: Dave Drown, 752-3797; 

Jack Greene. 563-6816 
2002- 2005 Jim Cane, 713-4668: Joyce IVIclVlullin, 713-4399; 

Dick Hurren 435/734-2653; Jannle McEvoy, 753-
, ^> 3559 

Bridgerland Audubon Contacts -
President Val Grant, 752-7572, biores@mtwest.net 
Vice Pres. Bill IVIasslich, 753-1759, bmasslich@pcu.net 
Outings Dick Hurren, 435/734-2653, hurrens@aol.com 
Secretary Suzanne Pratt, 713-0197, suzap@cc.usu.edu 
Treasurer Susan Drown, 752-3797, drown6@attbi.com 
Wetlands Alice Lindahl, 753-7744, alindahl@bridgernet.com 
Forest Issues Kathy Gilbert, 752-0946, gilbert@mtwest.net 
Education Jack Greene, 563-6816, jgreene@lhs.logan.kl2.ut.us 
Newsletter Miriam Hugentobler, 752-8237, stlltnews@hotmail.com 
Circulation Susan Durham, 752-5637, sdurham@cc.usu.edu 
Hospitality Allen & Gail Christensen, 258-5018, ga ichr@pdp.usu .edu 

Hotline Nancy Williams, 753-6268, nanwill@cc.usu.edu 
Webmaster Chris Wilson, 753-3769, cwilson@sisna.com 

Membership in the Bridgerland Audubon Society includes a 
subscription to The Stilt, as well as Audubon magaime. The editor of 
The Stilt invites submissions, due on the IS'" of each month. Send to 
stiltnews@hotmail.com. 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Application 

Yes, I'd like to contribute to Audubon and receive the 
Bridgerland Audubon newsletter. The Stilt, and the 
National AUDUBON magazine, as a: 

New m e m b e r of the Nat ional A u d u b o n Society a n d 

Br idger land A u d u b o n . 
Renewing m e m b e r of t h e Nat iona l A u d u b o n Society a n d 
Br idger land A u d u b o n . 

My check for $ is enc losed ( $ 2 0 m e m b e r s h i p dues) 

Name 

. State, ZIP 

Please m a k e al l c h e c k s payable to National Audubon 
Society a n d send w i th t h i s card t o ; 
Nat ional A u d u b o n Society 
M e m b e r s h i p Data Center 
PO Box 5 1 0 0 1 
Boulder . CO 8 0 3 2 2 - 1 0 0 1 
W-52 Local Chapter Code: 7XCHA 

Note to new Nat ional A u d u b o n m e m b e r s : To get on The Stilt news­
letter m a i l i n g list w i t h o u t the usual 8 week delay, contac t Susan 
D u r h a m . 7 5 3 - 5 6 3 7 , sdurham@cc .usu .edu . 

Prefer t h e local newslet ter only? Send $ 2 0 a n d th is f o r m to : 
Br idger land A u d u b o n Society. PO Box 3 5 0 1 , Logan, UT 8 4 3 2 3 -
3 5 0 1 for a subscr ip t ion to The Stilt. 

National Audubon occasionally makes its membership 
list available to selected organizations. To have your 
name omitted from this, please check this box. 
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Holiday Cards with a Cause! 

Common Ground and Jerry Fuhriman 
are proud to offer Cache Valley 

3 winter scenes as holiday cards. 

All proceeds directly provide people with disahililies 
in Cache Vallev with recieiilional opporluniiies. 

'-^pgfsonaUzed Imprintii^g (^vailahle ^ 

l o r more i i i formot ion and to place your older call 
Common Ciround 71.5-0288 

l^»x Nt'l.s of 4 ,nii!i,lion.il If iry I'tiliiiiii.iii grtviiiig t.iuis 
.ire .TISO .iv.iilablc for purchase as holiJ.ly gifts 

.V-ailable in (>clc)ber al l^hapier Two Books, Iiihrinun's i'l ainiii^;, 
AV.V SIlANCiRIIA liscipe Outdoors, .Vltdici C^ompam'. 
A Litili' SonuthiiiR, IniiHu-ail .«ul Sqiiari- Om- Printing 


